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Editorial

THE WAKE-UP CALL

A

philosopher once said, “The greatest discovery of mankind
is that man can alter his life by altering his attitude”.

In my considered opinion, this phrase is most pertinent for our
industry in today’s crucial times to be followed. I am not
frightening you but warning that the noble industry of publishing
is in danger in many aspects. One , readers are shunning physical
books for digital ones. In the year 2015, it has given a 58% fall
to publishing industry in UK alone; in the first half year of 2015,
128 publishers closed the business, as was revealed by
accountancy firm Moore Stephens. While in the preceding year,
there were 81 insolvencies. A rise in popularity of e-readers such
as the kindle has fuelled the increase.
Two, the academic publishing has too been affected with the steps taken by CBSE, directing
the schools to purchase and distribute NCERT books only. Whereas, the NCERT books are
running short, in the result of which, it has created a gap between the demand and supply.
As a matter of fact, nationalization of school text books has not shown a positive outcome for
obvious reasons, such as, lack of quality of content, low production value, lack of competition,
lack of enough supporting mechanism, low rates of royalty to authors, non-availability of text
books on time, low rate of discount, etc.
Three, in the shadow of the above hurdles, book traders have resorted to the practice of offering
higher discounts, in the result of which cut-throat competition has become the order of the
day, which if not altered shall collapse the books industry very soon.
Under the circumstances, my advice in the light of 50 years of experience is to change the
attitude, introspect and take positive steps. If we can manage to correct the wrongs, book
industry shall most surely survive. However, for the survival of the book industry, we have
to go extra miles on the road of efforts. This will include, maintaining the quality of books,
especially the text books, selecting the best manuscript, engaging qualified and experienced
editors, proof-readers, impressive design of the jacket, constant coordination with production,
application of best scientific techniques in marketing and distribution, as all the hard work
done in bringing out a book by publisher will be futile if the distribution part is weak.
Publishers have to adopt specific measures to ensure that piracy does not take place. Publishers
are also required to use their best skills of public relations to lobby the books, using various
channels of the media.
I, on my behalf and on behalf of the office bearers and executive committee members, wish
you a very Happy and Prosperous New Year.

S.C. Sethi
Editor
2

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30

THE GREAT THOUGHTS ON
RELAXATION
Listen to music; it can definitely change your mood. Try to listen to music that has happy memories
associated with it.

✬ ✬ ✬
Learn how to Relax. Take the time to learn relaxation techniques, as they’ll help you all through your
life. For example, practice the relaxation response, a form of meditation.
✬ ✬ ✬
Be realistic when you begin to feel tense and overwhelmed. Stop what your doing and try to look at
your situation from a new perspective. Ask yourself. “Why am I feeling this way? If this task doesn’t
get done, what’s the worst thing that can happen?” Be realistic. If your assignment isn’t perfect, is it
really the end of the world? A year from now, will it be important?
✬ ✬ ✬
Complete, deliberate and controlled rest is a must. We tend to expect too much from others and ourselves.
Our expectations disappoint us.
✬ ✬ ✬
Be realistic when you begin to feel tense and overwhelmed. Stop what your doing and try to look at
your situation from a new perspective. Ask yourself. “Why am I feeling this way? If this task doesn’t
get done, what’s the worst thing that can happen?” Be realistic. If your assignment isn’t perfect, is it
really the end of the world? A year from now, will it be important?
—Contributed by S.C. Sethi
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The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India

APPEAL
Before
VICE-CHANCELLORS,
HEADS OF INSTITUTES, LIBRARIANS

B

ooks have always been regarded as an important source for the development
and promotion of human dignity and values. The books not only record new
ideas but also input value and excellence in the lives of people.
However, earlier books were prescribed in educational institutions on the basis
on merit and knowledge, but today a disturbing trend is emerging, where the
books are being prescribed on the basis of discounts offered by publishers. Such
a trend has to be reversed in the larger interest of the readers, as good books are
not available on hefty discounts.
Similarly, the practice of inviting tenders for books is contrary to Government
of India’s notification, Memo No. F23 (7) D11 (A) 183, dated 7.2. 1984, issued by
Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.
In view of the above, you are requested to kindly issue directions to the libraries
under your kind control to buy good books only, from the certified members of
The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India and its
affiliated Associations only.
We are thankful to Hon’ble vice chancellors, who responded to our appeal
positively. We would like to add that we, at Federation have devised terms of
supply of books, print journals and e-resources by approved Indian vendors of
GOC. Every month, we also circulate the conversion rates for foreign books and
journals. It is periodically updated on our website www.fpbai.org. Any
clarification in this regard is welcome. Institutes may also be pleased to bring to
our notice any default on part of the vendor for necessary action.

S.C. Sethi
Chairman-GOC
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REVISED TERMS OF SUPPLY FOR PRINT JOURNALS AND
E-RESOURCES BY APPROVED INDIAN VENDORS OF GOC
(1) No discount on publishers’ prices fixed for Indian subscribers.
(2) Conversion rates as per latest GOC circular prevailing on the date of billing only.
(3) Bills to remain valid for 30 days from the date of bill. Supplementary bills shall be
raised in case there is any difference in the price as charged by the Publishers or
if there is a delay in payment beyond the period as recommended above.
(4) Full advance payment to be made against all journal bills.
(5) Claims for missing issues of journals to be made within 90 days of the publication
of the issue in case it is supplied directly by the publisher to the end user. In case
of claims beyond 90 days of publication, if rejected by the publisher, the agent will
not be held responsible for refund. No penal interest is payable on stray missing
issues. In case of delivery from the agent, the supply will be reviewed every quarter
between the Library and the agent. All legitimate claims from customers to be
settled by the vendors within one and half years from the date of receipt of payment.
However, this would not include titles which are published behind schedule.
(6) The customer should not insist on acknowledgements for receipt of payment from
the Publishers when orders are routed through approved vendors of GOC. Most
publishers do not have a system of sending such acknowledgements.
(7) All subscriptions are subject to full advance payment only. No monthly, quarterly
or half yearly payments will be accepted by the approved vendors from the
Institutes.
(8) All Institutional customers are advised to route their requirements through the
approved vendors of GOC and not directly through foreign publishers.
(9) In case of any grievance regarding subscription orders placed through a GOC
approved agent, institutions/end customers are free to bring forth their complaint
directly to the GOC for amicable settlement.
The Chairmen GOC shall have the right to initiate action against the GOC approved
agent.
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FPBAI WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
1.

M/s. B. Zone, Kolkata

2.

M/s. AVAGS Information Systems, Delhi

3.

M/s. Atithi Medical Books Pvt. Ltd.
Delhi

4.

M/s. Coral Publishers and Distributors,
Chennai

5.

M/s. Consortium e-Learning Network
Pvt. Ltd., Noida

6.

M/s. Koshal Publishing House, Faizabad

7.

M/s. The Literate, Jaipur

8.

M/s. Patil Medical Book House, Pune

9.

M/s. Cyber Info Services, Hyderabad

10. M/s. DK Books
Bhubaneshwar

&

Periodicals,

11. M/s. ANMAKS Subscriptions
Publication Pvt. Ltd., Delhi

&

12. M/s. Indica Technologies & Services Pvt.
Ltd., Delhi
13. M/s. CNR Publisher & Distributors, Delhi
14. M/s. Trio Enterprise, Kolkata
15. M/s. Pushpak Book Depot, Nagpur
16. M/s. Krishna
Allahabad

Book

Distributors,

17. M/s. Kashmir City Book Centre Pvt. Ltd.,
Srinagar
18. M/s. Spacious Book House, Mumbai
19. M/s. Bharat Books & Books, Delhi
20. M/s. L M Furtado and Co., Mumbai

MEMBERS WHO ARE NO MORE ON FPBAI ROLLS
Following are the names of the members, whose names have been struck off from the rolls of
FPBAI membership for non-payment of subscription money: (1) M/s. DNS Publishers & Distributors, Guwahati; (2) M/s. B & B Publishers & Distributors,
Guwahati; (3) M/s. Bharati Bhawan, Patna; (4) M/s. Amit Book Depot, Delhi; (5) M/s. Ankit
Publishing House, Delhi; (6) Book Palace, Delhi; (7) M/s. Daystar Publications, Delhi;
(8) M/s. Deep & Deep Publications, Delhi; (9) M/s. E-Book Solutions, Delhi; (10) M/s. French
Book Centre, Delhi; (11) M/s. Global Vision Publishing House, Delhi; (12) M/s. Gloria Books,
Delhi; (13) M/s. Knowledge Book Distributors, Delhi; (14) M/s. Library Books & Journals,
Delhi; (15) M/s. M.S. Bhalla & Company, Delhi; (16) M/s. Pinky Book Distributor, Delhi;
(17) M/s. Rohit Publications, Delhi; (18) M/s. S.R. Publishers & Distributors, Delhi;
(19) M/s. Scitech Publications, Delhi; (20) M/s. Thomson Reuters Legal, Delhi; (21) M/s. Vista
International Publishing House, Delhi; (22) M/s. Vista Books, Delhi; (23) M/s. Lajja
Publications, Vidyanagar; (24) Pocket Book Centre, Ahmedabad; (25) M/s. Penguin Books
India, Gurgaon; (26) M/s. Computer Mart, Srinagar; (27) M/s. Impulse Group, Jammu;
(28) M/s. Black Gold, Srinagar; (29) M/s. Nawaz Book Depot, Srinagar; (30) M/s. Shah Book
Centre, Srinagar; (31) M/s. Mountain Valley Publications, Sopore; (32) M/s. Fast Maximum
Services, Srinagar; (33) M/s. Ajay Publishers & Distributor, Bhopal; (34) M/s. Agarwal Book
Centre, Hoshangabad; (35) M/s. Modern Book House, Jabalpur; (36) M/s. Durga Book House,
Amritsar; (37) M/s. Bansal Book Distributors, Ghaziabad.

FPBAI ANNOUNCES EXPULSION
Mr. Amit Prasad of M/s. Maya Library Services has been expelled from the membership
of FPBAI & GOC for misconduct after the due process of rules.
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REPORT OF 63RD ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF FPBAI

T

he 63rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’
Associations in India (FPBAI) was held on Monday, November 6, 2017, at Hotel Sea
Princess, 969, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu Beach, Santacruz (W), Mumbai- 400049. The information
to this effect had been given to all members vide circular no. 73/2017, dated September 27,
2017.
In the past, AGMs were being held at Delhi but in view of the reasons given below, the
Executive Committee of the Federation decided to organize the AGM at Mumbai:1)

That on August 24, 2017, our C.A. M/s. Kapil NK Jain and company, wrote a letter to
President —FPBAI, indicating that as per Section 96 (1) of the Companies Act, 2013, every
company must hold its AGM within the period of 6 months from closing of its financial
year i.e. on or before 30th September.

2)

That every AGM shall be called during business hours (i.e. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) on any day
not a national holiday declared by the Central Government, and also held at the registered
office or in any place within the city, village, or town in which the registered office is
situated.

3)

That the Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India is registered with
the Registrar of Companies, Maharashtra and therefore AGM must be held within the State
of Maharashtra.

4)

That as per the rules, the Federation being registered at Mumbai, the AGM had to be held
at Maharashtra for getting the approval of the House for transfer of registered office from
Maharashtra to Delhi.

(L-R) Mr. Pradeep Arora, Mr. Manas Saikia and Mr. Arunjit Singh at the registration counter
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The AGM which was organized first time at Mumbai proved to be very successful and was
adequately represented and supported by The Bombay Booksellers’ & Publishers’ Association
(BBPA), headed by Mr. Narendra K. Nandu, President – BBPA.
Mr. Pradeep Arora, Hony. Secretary FPBAI welcomed and thanked the guests to grace the
occasion of Annual General Meeting (AGM) and requested Mr. Sunil Sachdev, PresidentFPBAI, to give the Presidential Address.

Mr. Pradeep Arora, Hony. Secretary-FPBAI, requesting Mr. Sunil Sachdev, President-FPBAI to
deliver the Presidential Address.

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME ADDRESS
Distinguished members and friends,
With great pleasure, I welcome you all to this 63rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of The
Federation of Publishers’ and Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI). I am grateful to all
members and guests who have been kind enough to spare their valuable time to be here with
us this afternoon. I therefore warmly greet you and wish all the best for all of you.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) is not less than a grand festival for the book fraternity.
The distinguished members of the Federation assemble here to celebrate, besides discussing,
reviewing the way forward for mutual development as well as to elect the new team of apex
body’s office bearers.
Friends, this 63rd AGM is however different to the previous ones in the sense that for the first
time from the inception of the Federation, the AGM is taking place outside Delhi and that no
election shall take place in the Federation this year. The reasons for holding AGM at Hotel
Sea Princess, Mumbai are;
1)

8

That on August 24, 2017, our C.A. M/s. Kapil NK Jain and Company, wrote a letter to
me indicating that as per Section 96 (1) of the Companies Act, 2013, every company must
hold its AGM within the period of six months from closing of its financial year i.e. on
or before 30th September.

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30

Mr. Sunil Sachdev delivering the Presidential Address.

2)

That every AGM shall be called during business hours (i.e. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) on any day
not a National holiday declared by the Central Government, and shall be held at the
registered office or in any place within the city, village, or town in which the registered
office is situated.

3)

That the Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India is registered with
Registrar of Companies, Maharashtra and therefore AGM must be held within the State
of Maharashtra.

4)

That as per the Rules, the Federation being registered at Mumbai, the AGM has to be held
at Maharashtra for getting the approval of the House for transfer of registered office from
Maharashtra to Delhi.

In view of the above, on September 6, 2017, we held a meeting of office bearers at Federation
office to discuss the matter in question and the office bearers unanimously agreed that the 63rd
AGM should be held at Mumbai. Subsequently, the same day, this matter was discussed vide
item no. 2 of the agenda during the 4th ECM at Federation office, New Delhi, which was duly
approved by the House unanimously. In all, four ECMs took place during 2017-18.
With regard to election, it may be pointed out that in the 3rd ECM held on August 10, 2017,
at Federation office, New Delhi, Mr. S.C. Sethi, Chairman-GOC, with the permission of the
Chair had informed the House that according to the amendment made in Clause 31(c) read
as, “Under normal circumstances, election for the Office Bearers is held every year. However,
if the members of the Executive Committee feel that election should be held once in two years,
they are empowered to decide accordingly.” As such, Mr. Sethi had suggested that there was
no need to conduct election this time as the existing team is working very satisfactorily, which
should continue.
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Standing: Mr. Sunil Sachdev delivering the Presidential Address.
Sitting on dais: (L to R): Mr. Pradeep Arora; Mr. Arunjit Singh; Mr. S.C. Sethi; Mr. Manas Saikia
& Mr. Narendra K. Nandu, President-Bombay Booksellers & Publishers Association

Whereas, I had expressed my constraints and said that Mr. Sethi’s words are honorable for
me but practically, I shall not be in a position to continue the next term. Subsequently the
members unanimously requested me that the same team can very well continue without
undergoing the process of election and the House insisted upon me to reconsider my decision
in favour of the unanimous desire of the House. I was therefore obliged to review the verdict
of the House.
As such, during the 4th ECM, held on September 6, 2017, Mr. Sethi informed the House that
the unanimous request of the House was discussed today at a meeting of office bearers which
was held in Federation office in which he proposed that the same team should continue and
the same proposal has been accepted by the President. This proposal was then put before the
House which was unanimously approved. After getting the approval of the House, Mr. Manas
Saikia, Vice President-North annunciated that the same team will continue working in the next
tenure and there will not be any election for the financial year 2017-18.
Friends, as all of you know that Federation is the umbrella organization of the book traders
and publishers, which widely protects their interest. However, most of the members feel
reluctant to pay the subscription on time. We must realise one thing that the huge working
and administration of the Federation depends on members’ payment and if that is not made
promptly the work of the Federation gets hampered. I therefore very humbly appeal all of you
to kindly make timely payments of subscription for membership of Federation as well as of
GOC.
I would like to emphasize the importance of the Federation’s Newsletter, the brain child of
Mr. S. C. Sethi, which is not only the mouth piece of the Federation but also the highlighter
10
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of the advertisers not only in the book world but beyond that also as the Newsletter has got
wide reach. It goes to embassies, ministries, libraries, universities and institutions. Therefore
the members, who choose to advertise in Newsletter automatically get an access to all the
above areas. Through the medium of Newsletter, we also inform our members about the new
developments of the industry.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
During the period under report, four meetings of Executive Committee were held at Federation
office, New Delhi. During the aforesaid meetings of the Executive Committee, numerous issues
such as GST, plastic identity cards and excessive discount offered by some members were
discussed.
In addition to the above, one special meeting of the general body of Good Offices Committee
(GOC) was held at Federation office, New Delhi, on May 17, 2017. Another special meeting
of Journals and Subscription Committee was also held at Federation office, on May 1, 2017
to discuss issues pertaining to journals subscription. The meeting was presided by Mr. Jaideep
Guruwara of M/s. Globe Publication Pvt. Ltd.

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS
The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI) as per its
Constitution has mandate vide its Articles 15 & 17 to provide facilities for social interaction
between the members of the Federation, to encourage friendly feelings and enhance
professional knowledge through the medium of seminars. With the view, the Federation on
June 9, 2017 organized a seminar, captioned “GST Awareness” in Federation office, New Delhi,
which was participated by 22 members. The deliberations were made by Mr. Kapil Jain (CA)
of M/s. Kapil NK Jain & Co.
The members of FPBAI for quite some time had been passing through the state of confusion
pertaining to ambiguous procedure of GST. To address this situation, Mr. S.C. Sethi, ChairmanGOC, on June 9, 2017, organized a seminar to be addressed by Mr. Kapil Jain, expert of the
field. (The minutes of the seminar had been circulated to all members).
In addition to the above, the Federation appointed Mr. Kapil Jain (CA) as Consultant for our
members especially about the complications of GST. We have asked Mr. Kapil Jain to provide
all the relevant information to our members free of cost whenever, they make any enquiry till
31st March, 2018. We paid Mr. Kapil Jain a sum of Rs. 75,000/- as his consultation fee for one
year.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
Although, there is no express binding on Federation to resolve the disputes between parties
of the trade as well as between parties and purchasers; however, there is an implied moral
binding on us to intervene for dispute resolution between various parties dealing in the trade
for the ultimate healthy growth of the book industry.
In view of the above, the Federation from time to time has been intervening with the disputing
parties and has successfully been resolving their disputes without entering into lengthy
litigations.
During the period under report a few such cases were resolved by us which include the
following: We received a complaint on July 31, 2017, from Prof. (Dr.) K.P. Chaudhary, Director, Maharaja
Surajmal Institute of Technology (MSIT), C-4, Janak Puri, New Delhi-58, complaining us about
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30
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non-supply of journals by M/s. Maya Library Services, amounting to Rs, 3,30,203/-. Prof. (Dr.)
K.P. Chaudhary in his complaint said that they have sent several reminders to Maya Library
Services but they failed to respond to them. Mr. S.C. Sethi, Chairman-GOC pursued the matter
with Mr. Amit Prasad of Maya Library Services by talking to him personally and sending him
several reminders. Every time Mr. Amit Prasad assured Mr. Sethi that they will return the
money of Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Technology (MSIT) but he never honored his words.
Ultimately the GOC had no option but to expel them from the membership of GOC/FPBAI
on September 11, 2017, for non compliance.

OUR REPRESENTATIONS
As per the Article 3 of the Memorandum of Association of the FPBAI, the Federation is duty
bound to make representations with various authorities for the betterment of the trade.
It is relevant to mention that in publishing industry, securing the International Standard Book
Number (ISBN) is the most basic, necessary and important part. No book title can be brought
to finality until and unless the ISBN is allotted. Whereas, getting ISBN in the present scenario
has become the most difficult and herculean task. The authority granting the ISBN is Raja
Rammohun Roy National Agency. To eradicate this nightmarish situation, efforts were being
made for quite sometime, which include our delegation headed by past President, Mr. S.C. Sethi,
meeting with Union Minister of HRD, Mr. Prakash Javadekar, at his office on July 12, 2016. Prior
to this numerous representations were made to former HRD Minister Smriti Irani and Joint
Secretary (Book Promotion), Ms. Aparna Sharma. However, in the result of the sustained efforts
made by the Federation, on 1st November, 2017, a fruitful meeting was held with the authorities
concerned at Ministry of HRD, with representatives of the Federation and other stake-holders,
in which numerous issues pertaining to ISBN were discussed to be resolved.
Accordingly, on March 31, 2017, assuming that the Government may not exempt the books/
journals from the application of GST, we sent a comprehensive representation as precautionary
measure to Mr. Arun Jaitely, Union Minister of Finance, Government of India, requesting the
government to keep the books/journals beyond the domain of GST before the legislation on
GST is rolled down.
In our aforesaid letter we had emphasized that ‘right to education’ is a universal entitlement
to education. This right is recognized in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Right as a Human Right and besides being right to free compulsory primary education
for all, an obligation to develop secondary education accessible to all, as well as an obligation
to develop equitable access to higher education, ideally by the progressive introduction of free
higher education. Moreover, imposing tax on print books, e-books, journals, magazines and
educational database, will make education expensive and libraries would need more funds
to pay GST. As such, the libraries are already starved of funds and this burden of GST will
hamper the functioning of the libraries.
It is heartening to point out that the government has kept the books/journals outside the ambit
of GST.
However, subsequently a lacuna was noticed in the aforesaid policy; wherein, the Authors’
royalty has been brought under the purview of the GST to be taxable @18% and intellectual
property @ 12%, both on MRP, which is definitely going to have nightmarish and devastating
impact not only on the promotion of printing book industry but also obliterate its survival
as well.
In view of the above, we have lodged our protest with Mr. Arun Jaitley, Union Minister of
Finance, Government of India, by sending him a comprehensive representation on September
13, 2017.
12
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In response to our representations, the Ministry on 4th October, 2017, wrote to us that the matter
has been examined and accordingly the GST at the rate of 12% is liable to be paid on the royalty
amount payable by the publishers to the author. We have however, further sent the
representation to the Ministry to review, thereby stressing upon our genuine contentions.

MATTER – UNIVERSITY OF GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR
We feel most lamented to mention that the Gautam Budha University of Gautam Budh Nagar
has been unreasonably and illegally holding the due payment in large amounts of some of
our members for a prolong period to the tune of more than five years. As such, we wrote to
the Vice- Chancellor, Gautam Budha University with copies marked to:1.

Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister of HRD.

2.

Mr. Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh

3.

Dr. Dinesh Sharma, Deputy Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh.

We had pointed out that in case the dues are not cleared, we shall be at liberty to initiate
appropriate legal action against the erring university.
Note: In the result of the aforesaid efforts, this matter has been resolved to great extent.
In addition to the above, it has been brought to our notice recently that the Ministry of Railway
is set to convert the exclusive book shops of A.H. Wheeler & Co; into multi-purpose shops
at all railway stations. If this so happens, this will certainly not only reduce considerably but
sideline the prospects of books sale, besides eliminating the age old convention of exclusive
books sale by A.H. Wheeler & Co.
Soon after getting this information, we moved swiftly by pursing the matter with Ministry
of Railway, Ministry of HRD and with Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI).

LEGAL MATTERS
The members of the Federation quite often face legal problems for which the Federation has
engaged the services of a lawyer, Mr. Vaibhav Arora on retainership basis @ Rs. 50,000 per
annum.
Recently, the Government of NCT of Delhi, abruptly revised the minimum wages by 36% of
unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled workers of all employers, publishers being no exception.
In view of the above, the Federation asked Mr. Vaibhav Arora to file a petition in the High
Court of Delhi, against the impugned order of the Delhi Government. Accordingly, he filed
a petition and the matter is under the hearing process. Meanwhile the decision to implement
the new wages has been put on hold.
Members are at liberty to seek free advice from him. However, for filing the case, charges will
be extra. The contact details of Mr. Vaibhav Arora are given below, although the same have
already been circulated to all members:Mr. Vaibhav Arora
C-25/5 Connaught Place
Middle Circle
New Delhi -110001
Mobile: No: 9811848114
Email: arora.vaibhavarora@gmail.com
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30
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NEWSLETTER
As already said that Federation’s Newsletter is the brain child of the past president Mr. S.C.
Sethi. He is also the editor of this Newsletter and always remains occupied developing its
quality as well as the contents. It is the mouth piece of all the trade activities. It is the vehicle
through which we are reaching to audience including the members of the trade, governmental
offices, institutes, libraries and administrative authorities. It is self-sustaining, in which no
funds of the Federation are involved. The Newsletter has been instrumental in bringing out
transparency between various stake-holders such as publishers, booksellers, librarians and the
institute authorities. It has been observed that through the medium of Newsletter, librarians
got clarity on certain issues which carried ambiguity earlier.
The Federation through the medium of Newsletter has been able to disseminate vital
information and modern trends of the trade to its members. In the Newsletter, we also publish
the ‘Success Stories’ of our senior members who have reached to the higher level of success
through their hard work, sincerity and dedication. Interviews are published with the view to
encourage our young traders to derive benefit from their vast experience. We therefore request
all of you to support Newsletter through publication of your advertisements. You are also
requested to contribute material for publication by sharing your vast experience.
As per the practice followed, four pages in the Newsletter, viz. inside cover page, back cover
page, inner of back cover page and last page facing inner of back cover page are blocked for
utilization by Delhi Book Store, who generally sponsor a particular issue and make payment
of Rs. 70,000/- for the same. This amount covers the cost of the Newsletter.
It has now been decided to offer some more space in the Newsletter for utilization by members
who provide full or half page advertisement(s), for which charges are:Rs.10,000/- and Rs. 6,000/- respectively. Mechanical data for the advertisements is as under:
Mechanical Data of Advertisement:
(in PDF or CDR file)

One full page 7" × 9.5"
Half Page: 7" × 4.5"

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I firmly believe that the quarrelsome attitude is the antithesis of development of any kind and
the mutual cooperation is the symbol of the breeze of popular favour.
However, not all the people are fortunate enough to apply this belief practically. Whereas, I
find myself fortunate that my firm belief of mutual cooperation has been acknowledged and
supported by one and all in my team at Federation and as such, I would like to thank and
acknowledge the cooperation and support of my debonair and decorous colleagues for
carrying out the noble activities throughout my tenure as President-FPBAI, during the
Financial year 2016-17.
I am particularly grateful to the members of the Executive Committee for providing me wholehearted support and cooperation throughout my tenure. My sincere thanks to Mr. S.C. Sethi,
who has always been ready to help and advise me wherever it was required. I would also
like to convey my sincere thanks to Mr. Raj D. Mirchandani; Mr. Vinod Vasishtha; Mr. A.S.
Chowdhry, Mr. Vijay Ahuja, Mr. KPR Nair & Mr. Bhupinder Chowdhri.
I also express my gratitude for the cooperation extended to me by vice presidents: Mr. Manas
Saikia; Mr. Nitin S. Shah; and Mr. Narendra K. Nandu. I am also thankful to Mr. Pradeep Arora,
Hony. Secretary; Mr. Prashant Jain, Hony. Treasurer; Mr. Arunjit Singh, Hony. Joint Secretary;
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Mr. Jaideep Gurwara, Mr. Vikas Chowdhary; Dr. Manish Arora; Mr. J.L. Kumar; Mr. Vinod
Kapoor; Mr. Baldev Verma; Mr. S.K. Ghai and Mr. Sanjiv Goswami for their all time support.
I also express my thanks for the excellent administrative support rendered for the Federation
by Mr. Hasan Khurshid, our PR Advisor/Executive Secretary, who has done very hard work
to make everything so simple to the extent that without his active support we may have not
derived the desired results, especially during the Executive Committee meetings. I also extend
my thanks for the staffers of the Federation, Ms. Usha, Ms. Renuka Sharma and Mr. Naresh
Pal for their active support.
It is my prime duty to convey thanks to all the members of the Federation as without their
support it would have not been possible for me to bring the Federation to this stage. I am also
grateful to all of you for making this grand event successful through your benign presence.

Mr. S.C. Sethi, giving brief on GOC; while office bearers on dais look on.

Mr. Manas Saikia giving the vote of Thanks.
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Members listening to speakers.

Members in a friendly mood.
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Members enjoying the cup of tea.

Members making the event memorable.
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Members having a get together after the meeting.

An enhanced get together.
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GOC CHAIRMAN’S WARNING

T

he matter pertaining to violation of GOC and FPBAI guidelines was also discussed during
the AGM. Mr. S. C. Sethi, Chairman-GOC informed the House that most of the members
have been violating the terms and conditions of the Federation and the GOC as well by offering
heavy discounts on books. By doing this, the members are literally killing each other. This
nightmarish phenomenon is neither in the interest of the suppliers nor it is in the interest of
the industry.
Mr. Sethi stressed upon the point that we must understand one thing very clearly that to survive
in the present age, we need reasonable margins of profit but the present scenario is just the
reverse; profits are less and expenses are more.

Mr. S.C. Sethi, Chairman-GOC, giving brief on GOC.

He further said, “I still remember that almost five decades ago when I had entered the industry,
we were selling the books to libraries at net price and after some time 10% discount became
the norm and this trend continued for a long time. We all were happy and making good profits.
Whereas, today the members are mindlessly offering huge discounts in a panicky situation,
which should not have been.”
He appealed to all members to stop creating unhealthy competition and concentrate on their
own survival otherwise we shall be in a deep trouble. He also appealed to the members to
follow the rules and policies of the GOC in the best interest of the trade. He revealed that
recently some members who violated the terms of the GOC have been expelled from the
membership of FPBAI/GOC. “However, to my view such a stage should not come again”, said
Mr. Sethi.
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Article

PLAGIARISM AND THE
PUBLISHING INDUSTRY:
PROBLEM AND THE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
By Dr. Manish Arora*

P

lagiarism is nothing but intellectual dishonesty of the worst
kind, for it involves dishonestly passing off someone else’s
intellectual work as one’s own. And, to borrow from William
Shakespeare, theft by any other name called — including
plagiarism and such - would stink just as awful. However, when
it comes to the publishing industry, the rules of the game are
different for different genres of publishing. An idea, so long as it
is merely an idea, is not an exclusive intellectual property of
anyone including the one in whose mind the idea germinated to
begin with. However, that applies to fiction or creative writing
more rigidly than it applies to academic publishing.
In case of academic or scholarly publication, the author must
ensure that the ideas he is presenting are duly accounted for. Any
such idea or thought that is not credited to an outside source is
presupposed to belong to the writer of the paper by default. If it is not the case, the onus is
on the writer to make it clear in the paper itself. For instance, one cannot publish a paper on
philosophical logic by presenting Aristotelian ideas in different words without acknowledging
Aristotle unless the Aristotelian logic is used in the paper merely as a tool to solve another
unconnected logical or philosophical problem and such usage does not amount to passing off
Aristotelian logic as a new form of logic.
However, writers of papers published in reputed journals generally acknowledge the
intellectual debt they owe to other academicians, experts, writers and intellectuals,
contemporary and past. It is only fair to not use someone else’s idea without due credit to
the originator of the idea.
The same kind of acknowledgment is not required in the area of creative writing because a
single idea can give rise to an infinite number of completely different tales that have little in
common except the central idea. For instance, the theme of a poor guy falling in love with
the daughter of a rich and powerful man has been used and abused over and over again for
centuries now, and it continues to form the central theme of many stories being written even
today despite having been a theme for numerous stories and novels in the past, some of which
are legitimate classics of world literature.That’s because when it comes to fiction, the art is
not in the story as much as it is in the telling.
This also explains why there is no dishonesty in picking the seed of an idea from somewhere
and developing a full-fledged garden out of it. After all, the seed is not the garden and the
seed could not be the garden, so to speak, without the creative intervention of the writer in
question. Therefore, the writer in this case is not passing off as his something that belongs
to someone else.
20
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The same, as indicated hereinabove, does not apply to theories because theories are not about
presentation. They are about the content irrespective of the presentation. If one passes someone
else’s theory as one’s own by simply changing the presentation, it amounts to dishonest
passing off for wrongful gain.

SCIENTIFIC AND SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING
In the arena of publishing the segment that is currently fighting the menace of plagiarism with
all its might is scientific publications, including science journals. Science publications have to
be particularly watchful because the scientific publishing is central to scientific research. The
reputation and standing of a scientist in the scientific community is based on the research he
or she has done, which is reflected primarily in the scientific papers he or she has published.
Scholarly papers – including scientific papers — can be referred to by other people working
in the same field and are also subject to post-publication review and critique by other experts
working in the field. The process of peer review is an intrinsic part of research – scientific or
otherwise – and adds to the credibility of the work, and also enhances the reputation of the
author in his or her field of work.
Scientific researchers, like all other researchers in all other areas, rely upon the work of their
predecessors because all research, in one way or the other, is part of an the ongoing process
of addition to the ever-increasing treasure of collective human knowledge and the consequent
insights into the working of things around us. However, while publishing a scientific paper
the researcher must carefully and painstakingly credit every single intellectual resource he or
she has had recourse to in putting together his or her own research work. A failure to
acknowledge the work of someone else is at the very root of plagiarism and all copyright
infringements.
Unfortunately, despite the seriousness of the problem, there are no regulations to keep a check
on the intellectual dishonesty that is sometimes practiced by the writers and researchers across
all streams of intellectual endeavour including but not limited to scientific researchers.
In the arena of science and scientific research, there is indeed such a thing as Good Scientific
Practice (GSP), which is based primarily on the fundamental principles of intellectual honesty
and integrity. The trustworthiness of the author and value of his or her work is contingent
upon the honest disclosure of all the sources the author has referred to in the course of his
research culminating in the publication of the paper in question. In the area of scientific
research, especially medical research, not only can dishonesty hurt the credibility of the
research and the scientist concerned, but can also, in certain situations, be potentially
dangerous for the life and wellbeing of people.

PARTICULAR ISSUES
The antidote to dishonesty can be nothing more and nothing better than the promotion of
honesty and adherence to the code of honour coupled with the adverse consequences that
might be attached to the breach of the code, which is the domain of the law. However, it is
always better that the coercive force of the law is not summoned to deal with the situation,
for it can only lead to acrimony and protraction of the process of resolution even if the
deterrence effect of legal penalty on potential plagiarists is an upside of such an approach.
Compelled by the pressing issue of plagiarism, the publishers have started having recourse
to technology to deal with the problem by putting to use effective anti-plagiarism softwares
such as iThenticate, Dupli Checker, Copyleaks etc. These software programs are designed to

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30

21

be effective against all kinds of plagiarism, and although they are not perfect, they are good
enough to deal with the issue to a very large extent. Furthe rmore, these days there are several
organizations that are engaged in providing and recommending field-specific standards of
research in addition to ethical reporting so as to preserve and improve the reliability of
published researches. However, there are general guidelines that all authors regardless of
whether they are publishing a book or a scholarly paper must follow.

QUOTING AND REFERENCE CITATION
Reliance on the published material is unavoidable for any serious researcher working in any
field although in the world of ideas, there can always be a book or a paper that does not
contextualize its content in terms of any existing work, but in that case the publication, in all
likelihood, would not be a product of research. However, in all cases where a work draws upon
the past work of others, the author is ethically – and in most cases legally – bound to cite all
publications and influences that informed his or her research.
Direct quotes must be within the quotation marks (inverted commas) to indicate that it is the
exact words of the original author, and wherever the author chooses to paraphrase the import
of another work, the footnote must indicate that the idea is not author’s own.

RE-PUBLICATION
Republication with only a few minor changes is another completely unacceptable practice that
many writers and researchers tend to indulge in. In such cases the author runs the risk of
infringing the rights of the publisher who published his or her original paper, for it is the
original publisher of the paper who holds the exclusive rights to distribute and republish the
paper. However, it is possible that the author of the paper needs to draw on the material he
or she has published before, in which case the practice should be to duly acknowledge one’s
own previous work with due reference to the past publication.
It is not only in the commercial interest of the publisher but is also in the interest of the
readership, for the readers of a paper have every right to know what is new in the paper, or
if the work puts the past works of the same author in proper perspective or puts the author’s
own past work in the context of the past work of other writers and researchers in the field.
If proper reference to the past work or works is not ensured, it might result in the reader being
misled into believing that the repeated parts are new addition to the information database in
the field.

SOLUTION: Possible Measures
While it is true that ideally the authors must strictly follow the rules of honourable and ethical
conduct, but there are a few things that the publishers can do at their end to remedy the
situation at least to a certain extent.

Handling the Allegations
The publishers must be very quick to act on the complaints relating to plagiarism and try to
sort things out at the earliest without being unfair to any of the parties including their own
author. A legal battle or even a media reportage of plagiarism dents the reputation of both
the author and the publishing house, and must be, for that reason, avoided as far as possible.
The approach to the dispute must be sympathetic and conciliatory and not accusatory and
abrasive. The author claiming a copyright infringement must be treated with respect and every
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effort must be made that he or she maintains faith in the fairness and impartiality of the
publication he or she feels aggrieved by. Only when it is absolutely unavoidable that the
dispute must be allowed to escalate to a legal forum.

Clear Policies
There must be policies clearly laid down and communicated to all authors unambiguously
relating to how the people who have contributed to the work directly or indirectly have to
be acknowledged. In addition to that, what are the requirements for single or joint authorship
must also be clearly stated as a matter of policy.

Procedure for Dealing with Complaints and Appeals
All publications must have a clearly outlined process to handle complaints against the conduct
of the journal in general or against any employees, including the staff members, the publisher
and the members of the editorial board.

Policies Regarding Intellectual property
The publications must lay down all the policies, including the policies pertaining to the
copyright and publishing licenses, so as to make the entire process of publication in terms of
intellectual accountability transparent. Quite obviously, this is where what constitutes
plagiarism and what might be described as ‘overlapping publication’ might be adequately
described.

Well Structured Management
All publications houses must have a formal infrastructure with clearly outlined business model
and policies in place with an independent and competent editorial board making editorial
decisions based solely on the merit of the works presented to it.

Peer Review and Post-Publication Debates
There must be process of peer review in place with a transparent and well structured
mechanism to ensure that the peer review is rigorous and unbiased so as to improve the
credibility of the work published. The publication houses must also encourage postpublication debates and discussions on their websites or by keeping it open for the experts
and laymen to communicate to the editors their views and criticism of any and all published
works so as to improve the quality of the later editions. Such a process may also inspire the
author to take a deeper and more thorough look at those problems that he might not have
dealt with as comprehensively as might be required.
Dr. Manish Arora is;
•
•
•
•
•

Advocate, Supreme Court of India
Director, Universal Law Publishing Co
President, Universal Institute of Legal Studies
Member, Board of Legal Studies, Amity University
Chairman of Legal, Anti-Piracy & Copyright Committee—FPBAI
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Article

OBSCENITY: READERS’ DELIGHT,
PUBLISHERS’ PLIGHT
By Hasan Khurshid
India has fast developed economically, socially as well as technologically.
India’s overall development is at par with the developing and some
developed nations. However, in legal field, we stand on two very
difficult legs; one is modern and the other is archaic. India’s obscenity
laws are one of the archaic laws, caught in a time warp, for the simple
reason that many of them were promulgated way back in 1860 A.D. After
a century, Britain liberalized its obscenity laws, but the Indian laws,
which too were drafted by British, remained stuck in the same age and
culture of the mid 19th century.
The term obscenity is derived from the Latin obscaena. Obscenity means any utterance or act
that offends the prevalent morality of that period. According to Merriam-Webster, “obscene”
is defined as “disgusting to the senses”, “so excessive as to be offensive”, and “abhorrent to
morality or virtue”, designed to incite lust or depravity”.
There is not a settled rule in the obscenity laws as their interpretation at times become very
subjective, hence contentious. For example, the Supreme Court while deciding on Neelam
Mahajan vs Commissioner of Police case in the year 1996, observed that any published work
should be judged keeping in mind the “popular permissiveness (in the society)”. But there is
no scale to measure the current level of permissiveness in a particular society. It can only be
judged by a court as to what extent a society can be permissive.
Similarly, there is no specific law or guidelines to determine as to what exactly constitutes
‘obscenity’ and ‘vulgarity’, based on which the law makers can make amendments. In the
absence of such clear laws, police taking cognizance of the alleged acts of obscenity prosecute
people arbitrarily.
In the year 2007, actor Richand Gere had acted obscenely by kissing Shilpa Shetty during a
performance of event in New Delhi. A warrant of his arrest was issued by an Indian Court.
People burnt effigies of Gere and Shetty for publicly embracing in a ‘sexually proactive’ way.
Finally, the Supreme Court of India observed that in this issue, ‘no case is made out’.
Taking benefit of the lacuna in law, police file frivolous cases under section 294 IPC, read with
341PC. Say for example, in the case of A and B vs. State through NCT of Delhi and Another,
a couple, A and B were sitting outside Dwarka Court complex on September 18, 2008, when
some policemen showed up and arrested them under section 294/34 IPC, for alleged kissing
in public. The case was pending in the court of ACMM, Dwarka Court, New Delhi. However,
the couple moved the High Court of Delhi.
In his order dated May 25, 2009, Hon’ble Justice S. Murlidhar mentioned, “…. Pursuant to the
orders of this Court, the conscientious Commissioner of Police had the case again inquired into.
The result is that the misconceived prosecution of the petitioners for the offence under Sections
294/34 IPC is by this judgment brought to a close.” No matter during the trials certain
imaginary acts of obscenity end up in acquittal by court but by that time , a damage of
reputation and mental agony has already been caused to the suffering accused person.
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Obscenity is a criminal offence across a variety of laws. In Indian Penal Code, sections 292 and
section 294, criminalise publishing obscene books, singing obscene songs, and doing obscene
acts in or near a public place. Section 292 IPC says, “a book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing,
painting, representation, figure or any other object, shall be deemed to be obscene if it is
lascivious or appeals to the prurient interest or if its effect (is) such as to tend to deprave and
corrupt persons”.
There are other related laws too, such as Cinematograph Act; Cable Television Network
(Regulation) Act, 1995; Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986; Information
Technology Act; and Post Office Act, etc.
As there is no absolute legal definition of the ‘obscenity’, someone may therefore go to the police
and file an FIR against the publisher and his author; thereby, extracting some part of the book,
labeling that as ‘obscenity’.
The phenomenon of harassment of the authors, publishers as well as the other artists has not
been new. Renowned Urdu poet, Sadat Hasan Manto, was once dragged to court on the charge
of writing obscene stories, such as the famous 1944 short story ‘Bu’ (odour). In court, a
prosecution witness claimed that Manto had used the word ‘bosom’ to describe a woman’s
breasts. Manto hit back, saying, “what else did you expect me to call a woman’s breastspeanuts”? Manto won his case, but was admonished for contempt.
There are a few more cases in which the courts have dealt with obscenity in different matters.
The first major case dealing with obscenity law in India was Ranjit Udeshi vs. State of
Maharashtra, (AIR 1965 SC 881), which was decided almost five decades ago in 1964. In this
case the appellant was prosecuted alongwith the other partners of a bookstall for the book,
‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’, which was found to be in their possession (for the purpose of sale).
The partners were charged under section 292 IPC for obscene pages in the book. The trial court
found the appellant guilty; the Bombay High Court upheld the verdict. The matter went to
appeal in the Supreme Court. The prosecution contended that the law regarding obscenity in
India had its underpinnings in the Hicklin test and the book failed the test.
The appellant argued that S/292 IPC was void as an impermissible and vague restriction on
the freedom of speech and expression. On the subject of obscenity, the appellant contended
that the standard should not be that of an immature teenager or a person who is abnormal,
but of one who is normal, that is to say, with a mens sana in corporis sana. The court however
dismissed the appeal.
In another case Samaresh Bose and Anr vs. Amal Mitra and Anr (Air 1988 SC 967), the first
appellant is a well-known writer of Bengali novels and stories, and the author of a novel titled,
Prajapati. The second appellant is Sitangshu Kumar Dasgupta, who was the publisher and
printer of Sarodiya Desh, a Bengali journal.
On February 2, 1968, an advocate, Amal Mitra, filed an application in the Court of Chief
Presidency Magistrate at Kolkata, complaining that the novel, Prajapati “contains matters
which are obscene and both the accused persons have sold, distributed, printed and exhibited
the same which has the tendency to corrupt the morals of those in whose hands the Sarodiya
Desh may fall.” Both the accused persons were said to have committed an offence punishable
under Section 292 of 1PC read with Section 109 1PC. Both the accused persons were convicted
of charges under Section 292 and the offending portions of the journal was ordered to be
destroyed.
The accused persons filed appeals in the Calcutta High Court but the appeals were dismissed.
Then author and publisher filed an appeal in the Supreme Court. The appellants argued that the
novel had a social purpose; they also argued that in literature there is a distinction between
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obscenity and vulgarity, and that the words, speeches, thoughts and actions of Sukhen , the hero
of the novel, are vulgar. They argued that if cultured and sophisticated words were to be used
depicting the thoughts, speeches and actions of the Sukhen, the entire portrayal of Sukhen’s
character would become meaningless and unreal. The Supreme Court allowed the appeal and
dismissed the charges of obscenity. It held that vulgar writing is not necessarily obscene.
In Bobby Art International & others vs. Ompal Singh Hoon & others (1996 AIR SC 1846), a writ
petition was filed by the first respondent Gujjar Gaurav Sansthan, to quash the certificate of
exhibition awarded to the film ‘Bandit Queen’. The film was based on a book which had been
in the market since 1991 with no objection from any corner. The certificate was quashed by a
single Judge in the Bombay High Court and on appeal the Division Bench upheld the verdict.
In the High Court, the first respondent contended that his fundamental rights under Article
14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution had been violated. He alleged that the depiction in the film
were “abhorrent and unconscionable and a slur on the womanhood of India”. He also claimed
that a rape scene in the film was suggestive of the moral depravity of the Gujjar community
because the rapist was a Gujjar. The issues in the High Court were whether the portrayal of
frontal nudity, rape and violence in the film, ‘Phoolan Devi’ were obscene, indecent and
denigrating to women?
The Supreme Court reversed the decision of the High Court and dismissed the first
respondent’s writ petition. The Court observed that a film that illustrates the consequences of
a social evil necessarily must show that social evil.
In United States Federal obscenity law, there is no uniform national standard to constitute the
offence of obscenity, Former US Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart, in attempting to classify
what material constituted exactly, “what is obscene?”, wrote, “I shall not today attempt further
to define the kinds of material I understand to be embraced…. (but) I know it when I see it…..”
The U.S. Department of Justice in the year 2005, constituted the Obscenity Prosecution Task
Force, to deal with obscenity cases. Red Rose stories, a site dedicated to text-only fantasy stories,
became one of many sites which was shut down by Federal Bureau of Investigation.
In Dunlop vs U.S., 165 U.S. 486, the court upheld a conviction for mailing and delivery of a
newspaper known as ‘Chicago Dispatch’ containing obscene, lewd, lascivious and indecent
materials, which was later upheld in many cases. One of these was a book titled, “John
Cleland’s Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure” vs. Attorney General of Com. of Massachusetts,
383 U.S. 413 (1966), Wherein the book ‘Fanny Hill’ written by John Cleland C. 1760 was judged
to be obscene in a court proceeding that put the book itself on trial rather than its publisher.
Since there is no criterion to establish the charge of obscenity and the interpretation of the text
it may go either way; the only antidote for the publishers and the authors is to exercise restraint.
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “There are limits to self-indulgence, none to self- restraint.”
However, there is a big lacuna in our legal system that writing or depicting any obscene text
or object in books is considered objectionable and punishable; whereas, the pornographic sites
on Net have not been seriously viewed by the government and no concrete steps have yet been
taken to legally block and shut down such damaging, immoral and literally obscene sites.
Similarly, objectionable and obscene advertisements in print and electronic media do not catch
the attention of the authorities for initiating legal action against them.
Hasan Khurshid is;
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Interview
The Federation publishes in its Newsletter the success
stories of the stalwarts in publishing industry.
In this issue ISH KAPUR, managing director of
Dhanpat Rai Publications Pvt. Ltd; narrates his life story
to HASAN KHURSHID.

I

sh Kapur is the name of a person who has kept the flames of an
ancestral lamp burning brightly by putting the oil of his dedication
and sustained efforts. Today Dhanpat Rai Publications Pvt. Ltd; is
a renowned name amongst India’s publishing fraternity.
IshKapur is from the third generation in the family publishing
business which was started by his grandfather Lala Dhanpat Rai ji
in Jalandhar, who with his vision and hard work started a small firm
in the name of Dhanpat Rai& Sons as a book seller and publisher.
In a short passage of time, the business grew rapidly, Lala ji was
joined by his sons, Pushkar Raj Kapur, Om PrakashKapur, Jagdish
Kapur and Kishan Kapur. It soon became one of the most well-known
publishing houses in northern India.

ISH KAPUR

In the year 1955, the firm started a branch at Nai Sarak, Delhi, which too progressed rapidlywith
Ish’s father late Sh. Om Prakash Kapur and Jagdish Kapur taking the reins of the family
business and establishing it’s footprint in various fields of educational book publishing
throughout the country.
However, the change is inevitable, the flourishing business carried on as a joint family business
for the next 50 years, went through a planned division and succession in the year 1997.
Born in the year 1961, Ish did his schooling from KendriyaVidyalaya, Faridabad; B.Com (Hons.)
from D.A.V. College, he did masters degree in Business Economics from South campus,
University of Delhi in the year 1984.
Ish had entered the practical life at the age of 23 years after having studied in several streams;he
started his career with a multinational company and worked there for six years in the marketing
department. In the year 1991 he joined the family business of Dhanpat Rai & Sons and finally
in the year 1997, he took over the reins of his company independently after the family division,
which is now known asDhanpatRai Publications Pvt. Ltd.
With an existing strong list of publications in the field of Engineering and Technical books based
on the curriculum of Engineering & Polytechincs, Ish chose to publish school text books based
on the CBSE syllabi, as he says, he was fortunate to meet Dr. R.D. Sharma with whom he
published a series of books on Mathematics starting with class XII and then went on to publish
the whole series from class VIth to XIIth. These proved to be very popular with the students
and teachers alike and became the bestsellers over the years. His other successful series of books
are in the commerce stream on Economics, Accountancy and Business Studies by SandeepGarg
for Class XI & XII based on CBSE pattern.
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The list of books published arebased on the syllabus of;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

School Books based on CBSE/NCERT and ISC/ICSE syllabus.
Books for Engineering Entrance and other Competitive Examinations.
Electrical, Electronics, Tele. Com. Engineering, Computer Science and Information
Technology.
Civil Engineering.
Architecture Engineering.
Mechanical Eng. (Heat-Power, Production, Industrial, Auto and Design).
Books on Computer Science.
Books for Ist year Engineering Courses.
Industrial Training Institute Course Books.

Ish Kapur is today facing some challenges in the publishing world. The first challenge is of
the digital invasion, viz. the online bookselling by the Flipkart, Amazon and other e-commerce
platforms. With its predatory pricing policies, it’s affecting the book trade adversely.
The second challenge is of piracy, which is eatinginto the publishing business like a moth.
Pirates (Pirates means: someone who publishes material without permission from the
copyright-holder, or otherwise uses someone else’s work illegally) are active across the globe
but in India according to Ish, they are flourishing in a big way. The reason behind their illegal
activities is the paucity of sufficient stringent law enforcement to punish them.The government
should amend the laws pertaining to piracy making them more severe. The punishment for
the piracy of books should be considered like printing fake currency notes. The government
should realise that pirates are doing illegal business. Besides not paying taxes to the
government which is a big revenue loss; and the loss of revenue of the publishers and their
authors who are tax paying citizens too;whereas the only beneficiary of these illegal activities
are the pirates. Practically speaking, there are very few pirates who are caught and prosecuted
and the conviction rate is very poor. This is because the process of law is so long that even
in between theirarrest and conviction; remaining on bail they continue their nefarious activities.
The third challenge indicated by Ish is that very recently the CBSE has passed directions to
schools to purchase the books of NCERT only, although the CBSE later on clarified that they
have not made it mandatory for schools to use NCERT books exclusively, and have not
restrained the schools for using the books of private publishers. Ish feels that confusion has
been created by such directions of the CBSE and as a result teachers feel that their freedom
of choice for the books has been affected. Most of the teachers feel that the books from private
publishers are good source of disseminating knowledge to students.
However, despite all odds, Ish Kapur has been doing very well in the business, having his
registered office at 22, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi. He is happily married and has two
daughters, one of them is working with Microsoft, and the other one is working as a consultant
with Bain & Co. Ish Kapur’s motto in life has been, “where there is a will, there is a way”.
Through this piece, he conveys this message to young aspiring publishers.

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Federation feels pleasure in announcing the concession made for the new members by
deleting the entrance fees of Rs. 1000/- at the time of applying for FPBAI membership with
an immediate effect. As such, now onwards, new members whose annual turnover is upto Rs.30
lakhs, will pay Rs. 2360/-; and whose turnover is over Rs. 30 lakhs, will pay Rs. 4248/-.
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Interview

INDIA REVIEW
& ANALYSIS
FORTNIGHTLY WINDOW
ON INDIA
C. Uday Bhaskar
Director, Society for
Policy Studies

S.C. Sethi
Editor,
FPBAI Newsletter

C

Uday Bhaskar is India’s leading strategic analyst and commentator on policy issues. A
former Director of the Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses and National Maritime
Foundation, Bhaskar, who is presently Director, Society for Policy Studies (SPS - www.spsindia.in),
speaks to S. C. Sethi, Editor, FPBAI Newsletter about the SPS journal INDIA REVIEW &
ANALYSIS and why it fills a niche in the understanding of India and its policies.
Q. Why was this journal launched?
A. This journal was launched with the objective
of providing a print platform for quick and
policy-relevant analysis to a niche audience.
It was our assessment at the SPS that there
is an overload of information and news but
not enough of interpretation and
contextualizing in an informed and objective
manner. IR&A seeks to fill that gap.
Q. How does this journal differ from the
plethora of publications in the market?
A. The content is quite different from what is available in the market, as it were. Over the
last two months the feedback from the diplomatic and academic communities has been
very gratifying.
Q. What is the target audience for INDIA REVIEW & ANALYSIS?
A. We are looking at the local diplomatic community, academic community, libraries and India
watchers globally in a focused manner.
Q. How can FPBAI benefit from the journal?
A. The readership of IR&A can be a potential multiplier for the outreach of the FPBAI.
Q. Can there be a synergy between the FPBAI and SPS?
A. Yes, both institutions are committed to quality publications and can complement each
other’s efforts.
Q. How can an interested reader get your journal?
A. An interested reader can contact: Sushil Gupta c/o SPS, Phone: 91-11-41071299, Mobile:
91-9873763533, Email: sushilgupta@spsindia.in
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MEETING WITH HRD MINISTER

O

n October 17, 2017, Mr. K.P.J. Gerald, Under Secretary to the Govt. of India, Ministry of
Human Resource Development; wrote to us that on November 1, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.; a
meeting will be taken by Mr. Madhu Ranjan Kumar, Joint Secretary (Book Promotion &
Distance Learning), Ministry of Human Resource Development, with various Publishers’
Associations – Matter pertaining to the issues of ISBN by the Raja Ram Mohan Roy National
Agency for International Standard Book Number (ISBN), Department of Higher Education ,
Ministry of Human Resource Development, New Delhi regarding: The Raja Ram Mohan Roy National Agency for International Standard Book Number (ISBN),
Department of Higher Education , Ministry of Human Resource Development, New Delhi;
issues ISBN number to various Publishers, Authors, Seminars, Conferences, Educational
Institutions, etc.
As such, to discuss the above matter a meeting was taken on November 1, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.;
by Mr. Madhu Ranjan Kumar, Joint Secretary (Book Promotion & Distance Learning), Ministry
of Human Resource Development, in his chamber (Room No. 122, first floor, C-wing, Shastri
Bhawan, New Delhi) with various Publishers’ Associations.
The Agenda for the meeting was: a)

Problems in the existing portal of the Raja Ram Mohan Roy National Agency for
International Standard Book Number (ISBN) and suggestions for improvement of the
portal.

b)

Online linkage of ISBN numbers issued by the Raja Ram Mohan Roy National Agency
for International Standard Book Number (ISBN) with various Bibliographies in India and
outside the country.

On behalf of the Federation Mr. Manas Saikia, Vice President – North attended the meeting
as mentioned above, the minutes of the meeting are: At the outset, Shri Madhu Ranjan Kumar, Joint Secretary (BP&DL), MHRD, welcomed all the
participants of the meeting. He explained that the purpose of the meeting was to understand
their problems with respect to ISBN agency, their expectation from ISBN and how ISBN agency
could leverage its position to assist the publication community. The views expressed by the
participants are as under: -

30

1.

Shri Manas Saikia representing the Federation of Publishers’ and Booksellers’ Associations
in India stated that regional language publishing should also be covered in the ISBN
system. Seminars should be organized for disseminating the working of ISBN. The online
system in the ISBN portal does not take special characters which should be allowed.

2.

Shri Ratnesh Kumar Jha representing Association of Publishers in India mentioned about
the delay in allotment of ISBNs. It was explained to him that the delay is no longer there.
It was shown real-time from the website that the average time taken in allotting ISBN after
an online application received is between 2 to 3 days for the period between July 2017
– October 2017. He suggested that the display of this information should be made available
periodically on the ISBN website so that it can be disseminated by them among the
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publishing community and among authors. This will help them in convincing potential
authors about providing prompt service with respect to ISBN.
The software is useful but it needs to be more user-friendly by providing additional
functionality in light of the feedback received. He suggested that the different statistical
information can now be generated from online system. This statistical information shoud
be available on the website. The list of allotted ISBN can be made available on a periodic
basis.
3.

Shri Milinda De representing the Publishers and Book sellers Guild suggested that the
ISBN Agency should actively participate in the Annual Book Fair to be held in Kolkata
in January 2018. It would help the ISBN agency understand the issues faced by regional
publishers. Many of them will be benefited by different details of the online system and
it may be useful for the publishing industry if the ISBN agency explains how these details
of online system work during the Annual Book Fair.

4.

Shri Amit representing the Delhi State Booksellers’ & Publishers’ Association raised the
issue of whether it is possible for a given Publisher to have different imprints for the same
Publisher. It was explained that it is possible for a given Publisher to feed different imprint
details for the same publisher.
Shri Amit also raised the issue of allotment of ISBN in blocks of 10s and 100s. He
mentioned that the publisher ID of the ISBN is something which gives the identity to the
publisher and therefore, it should remain the same as far as possible. It was discussed
and explained that ISBN in blocks of 10,000 numbers are not being given because once
it is allotted it could go on for many years.
In the case of any change in ownership/persons of the Publisher during the intervening
period, the data continuity could be affected and it would become more difficult for the
publisher to get a separate publisher id for the same basic ID like PAN card, Aadhar card,
etc.
Hence, it is desirable that the ISBN blocks of a maximum 1000 is given. However, even
today the Publishers do not run short of blocks of ISBN. To show it with live examples,
the actual utilization of 1000 series of ISBN was displayed online during the meeting and
it was noted that on an average the utilization is between 50-60% of the blocks issued about
a year ago.
He further desired since we have gained confidence with the online system now the
system should thus be expanded and the facility of multi-book detail entry within a given
screen should be allowed.

5.

Shri Vikrant Mathur representing Nielsen Book India mentioned about the aspect of
providing international access to the book details captured by ISBN agency. He explained
that in order that this can be done, they need to understand the data structure of ISBN
agency. Thus they would propose a plan about how they can use this data for international
access. It was pointed out by the other publishers that the publication business is a very
unorganized sector in India. Thus getting subsequent data from different publishers may
not be possible at the initial stage.
Hence, it is desirable that whatever data is available on the ISBN agency is used for
dissemination to begin with. The ISBN agency agreed to share with Nielson Book India,
one month’s ISBN data which could then be used on a trial basis by Nielson Book India.

The meeting ended with Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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In addition to the above the observations of Mr. Manas Saikia pertaining to the aforesaid
meeting are as follow: The Department made a presentation on the improvements made in the online system. Notable
was the fact that in October, average time for all correct applications was 48 hours which was
truly commendable.
Most mistakes were made because the Guidelines had not been followed or the FAQ’s not read
properly. We should advice members that Guidelines should be followed properly. Entries can
only be done in English and Hindi on the website. I requested that at least the guidelines and
FAQs should be done in all languages, but this may not be possible soon for the 15 languages
in the Constitution. I was given the impression that they will talk to their software providers
(nic.net).
For a regular publisher, once registered, a registration number is issued and a password. Once
this is done then the problem of re-registration every time ISBN’s are requested is no longer
there.
Members should be advised that Registration and Password details are kept carefully and
secured. It is not easy to issue a fresh allocation or make changes if the password is lost. An
application for a fresh allocation once 75% of the earlier allocation has been consumed.
There is still a problem with entering punctuation marks like commas, hyphens other symbols,
etc; and members are advised not to use them till the website is updated to be able to accept
them.
There is a limitation on adding names of co-authors, editors, etc. The department will look
into what can be done as a software change will be required.
For Registration either a PAN CARD OR AADHAR or Udyog Aadhar will be necessary. There
cannot be two registrations for one card.
The department pointed out that there was too little usage where publishers have been given
large numbers of ISBN’s. Figures were shown where a Publisher was issued 1000 ISBNs but
had actually used less than 100. In the normal case the department will issue 100 at a time.
For uploading title data when published it is difficult to do one at a time. The department
will discuss with their software providers if 10 at a time can be uploaded. However no Excel
sheet uploading will be allowed as that can infect and damage the data.
I requested that the department to hold seminars and workshop for ISBN’s all over the country
so that members publishing in Regional languages learn how to get ISBNs. This will probably
happen, and we should ask affiliated Associations to request for such seminar’s to be held
in their areas.
With Nielsen, a co-operation is planned where Nielsen will help add data to the ISBN like
BIC codes etc. This is under negotiation and will be discussed with us and other Associations
before implementation.
In conclusion, the entire team seems to have changed and is now much better and more
computer savvy. So our representations (as well as other’s) must have worked.
The report is concluded.
Note: Readers are requested to send us their observations/suggestions to:
fpbaindia@gmail.com; info@fpbai.org

32

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 30

Meeting with Various Stakeholders on Issues Related to
Limitations and Exceptions for the Librarians and
Archives, Research and Training Institutions and
Persons with Other Disabilities

O

n October 16, 2017, we received a letter from the Director of Industrial Policy & Promotion,
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India, New Delhi, inviting us to attend
a meeting on the subject cited above, scheduled for 1st November, 2017, at Udyog Bhawan,
New Delhi.
Accordingly, the Federation deputed Dr. Manish Arora, Chairman, Copyright, Piracy and
Legal Committee of FPBAI to attend the meeting. Other stake holders present were from FIP,
Library Associations, FICCI, Music Industry, Motion Pictures Association, etc.
Various issues in respect of Limitations and Exceptions for Education and Research
Institutions, Libraries and Authors were discussed. It was specifically discussed to add
additional safeguards in the Treaties and Laws to avoid unauthorized use of digital content
rights.
Other points discussed were on Rights of Reproduction for Research and Education, Library
Lending, Cross Border Uses, Technology Measures of Protection, Translation Rights and
Contracts.
It was resolved that the stake holders may send their inputs, if any, which may be discussed
in the next meeting soon.
It was also decided that in case any stakeholder so desires, our Federation can moot a
programme to educate its members and the Ministry is ready to partner.
It is also pertinent to inform you that earlier on 13th November, 2017, a similar type of meeting
was held at Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi.
The outcome of the meeting was as follows:The issues were discussed and the importance of Exceptions and Limitations for Libraries and
Archives and Limitations and Exceptions to Education and for other disabled was stressed
upon. The provisions relating to Limitations and Exceptions are enshrined in the Indian
copyright Act, 1957 (Section 31 B, Section 52 (a) (n) (p) and (zb). It was decided that Copyright
Section will send the working documents containing comments and textual suggestions
towards an appropriate international legal instrument on exceptions and limitations for
libraries and archives to all participants in the meeting. In this, the web link of the WIPO: http:/
wipo.int/meeting/en/details.ispmeeting id=42296 & IaENdocs may please be referred to. All
the participants who have attended the meeting may provide the inputs/comments on the
article based documents within a week to the DIPP to firm up the views/stand at WIPO.

This issue of the Newsletter is sponsored by

DELHI BOOK STORE,
NEW DELHI
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MEDIA SCAN
REFUGEES BROUGHT A PUBLICATION BOOM

Delhi’s first book fair was organised in 1972. (N Thyagarajan / HT FILE)

Today, Delhi is the largest centre of publishing books in India. But until 1947, it housed only
a handful of distribution centres selling mainly religious books. It was the refugees who
established the books trade in the capital. The famous ones from Lahore — Atma Ram, Gurdas
Kapoor, Uttar Chand, Rajpal and Sons — reached Delhi after Partition and started their
businesses from Nai Sarak and Kashmere Gate.
Amar Varma’s family ran a book-selling business in Multan. Before leaving for Delhi, his father
met someone who promised to transport their books to Delhi at Rs 10 a carton. “We sent 50
boxes to India. Much to our surprise, they got delivered,” said Varma.
Struggling to make ends meet, the Varmas wanted to sell this stock at the book market in Old
Delhi’s Nai Sarak. “But for them, this was raddi (wastepaper). They wouldn’t even pay for
the binding, which they said had no value. That was a shocker. So we decided to open our
own bookshop,” recalled Varma, 82. In 1948, his father set up a 10 × 5 feet shop in Dariba Kalan
called the Punjabi Pustak Bhandar.
By 1955, the Varmas had got into publishing, opening Star Publications, with low-priced
paperbacks. They published Sahir Ludhianavi, Shakeel Badayuni, Firaq Gorkhpuri, Dutt
Bharati, and sold the books for Rs 1 each.
By the 1960s, Delhi’s book market had a global imprint. In 1962, the US Library of Congress,
the biggest library in the world, had opened an office in the city. “They wanted Punjabi and
Urdu books from us,” said Varma. In 1972, the National Book Trust launched its first World
Book Fair and by the late 1970s, foreign publishers had realised that India had a big market
for English books and printing was also cheap. Many big publishers from the UK and USA
arrived in Delhi.
34
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Many publishers and distributors slowly gravitated to Ansari Road, Daryaganj. The number
of book fairs increased, new libraries opened, and universities started buying locally.
Publishers from India were participating in Frankfurt and London book fairs. With Delhi
leading the way, India soon became the third largest publishing hub for English books after
the United States and the United Kingdom.
—Hindustan Times, August 14, 2017

DEATH OF ANOTHER ICONIC BOOKSHOP

Prince Book Stall had a great collection of Hebrew novels and a thick stack of Lonely Planets.
Alas, it is no more.

Sad news. Prince Book Stall has become history. One of the only two surviving secondhand bookshops in the backpackers’ district of Paharganj, it was opposite Khanna Cinema
(which shut down more than a decade ago).
Prince closed down without a fuss. We discovered its demise last week on discovering a
gleaming new travel agency office in its place. It came as a shock. We were so used to seeing
the heap of secondhand Lonely Planet guidebooks put up so preciously on the bookstore’s
counter.
“I vacated the shop on August 4,” owner Manoj Kumar Arora, aka Bittu, told us on phone.
He had opened Prince in 1994.
“People were just not buying books.”
Mr. Arora’s stall used to be filled with paperbacks from across the world, thanks to foreign
tourists. Prince Book Stall had a great collection of Hebrew novels that Israeli travellers would
leave behind. Those much-thumped books bearing stamps of Jerusalem and Haifa bookshops
would lie in stacks from floor to roof. Perhaps Prince’s closure was waiting to happen.
Paharganj is littered with the memories of dead bookstores. Most notable among them was
Vijay Kumar’s pavement stall near Imperial Cinema. It used to have a great selection of
German books. Mr. Arora’s great rival, however, was Raja Book Stall just across the road—
it shut down five years ago.
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Now the only bookstore left in the area is Jackson’s Books. We featured it on these pages just
last month. Its owner has promised us that he has no plans to shut shop —”for now.”
—Hindustan Times, August 30, 2017

1.4 CR NCERT BOOKS PRE-BOOKED
In a major boost to National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), schools
and students from across the country have pre-booked 1.45 crore
Over 16 states and Union territories have also taken copyrights for NCERT textbooks to be
distributed to the government schools in their respective regions. With the deadline for prebooking in the first phase ending on Friday, the NCERT is extending the window for another
15 days, starting Saturday.
The council launched its online portal on August 9 to enable pre-booking and doorstep delivery
of textbooks from the next academic session. Last year the council sold a total of 4.63 crore
textbooks books. “The first phase was to understand the demand so that we prepare for the
printing volume. Those who have booked in the first phase will get the order delivered first.
Going by the trend we are expecting the demand to grow up to 13 crore textbooks this year,”
said Hrushikesh Senapaty, director, NCERT.
According to Senapaty, apart from schools, even individual students can also order books
online and the books will be delivered to their doorsteps. NCERT prints a total of 182 textbook
titles. Senapaty told TOI that of the 1.45 crore, demand for 95 lakh textbooks came from
government schools and 50 lakh from private schools. “This year we are expecting that if all
CBSE schools opt for NCERT textbooks we will be going to print with 13 crore orders.”
Speaking to TOI earlier, Prakash Javadekar, minister, HRD, said: “While the government is not
making NCERT textbooks mandatory, the government also wants to make affordable quality
books available to everyone and on time.”
—Times of India, September 08, 2017

US JOURNAL BLOCKS ONLINE ACCESS FOR IIT-B
TO ITS PAPERS
The American Physical Society restored access after a couple of days, following a request
by the institute to the publisher.
A United States-based scientific organisation blocked access for students and researchers at
the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT-B) to its journal, after a student was allegedly
found to have downloaded a large number of papers from their website.
The American Physical Society (APS) restored access after a couple of days, following a request
by the institute to the publisher. Meanwhile, the institute has launched an investigation into
the incident, even though the student, who is from IIT-B’s electrical department, has denied
any wrongdoing, revealed sources.
Though IIT-B did not give details about the date of the incident, sources said that it happened
around two weeks ago. Colleges subscribe to various academic journals to help students with
their research work. While the students are allowed to access these journals online and
download papers published in them, the publishers usually put restrictions on the number
of downloads to prevent distribution of these papers to non-subscribers. IIT-B also has a policy
in place regarding usage of online content.
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The APS journal has been described as a “lifeline” for researchers of many departments. The
librarian of the institute had to “plead” with the publishers, before the access was finally
restored, HT has learnt.
Varsha Apte, the head of IIT-B’s computer centre, said that as soon as the institute learnt about
violation of its policy, it suspended the online account of the erring student, and a probe was
launched to look into the incident. “The abuse of the journal facility took place from within
the campus,” she said.
When the authorities confronted, the student insisted that he is innocent. Apte, nevertheless,
has taken all the information regarding his mobile and laptop for further investigation.
A large number of downloads by a student often suggests that its being done for the purpose
of illegally distributing to researchers outside the campus. “The students sometimes download
the papers from journals in IIT-B for their friends who don’t have access to these publications.
They either do it manually or use computer programmes designed for mass downloads.
There’s a possibility that these papers could have been freely made available on online portals,”
said PhD scholar from the institute.
One of the famous cases of unauthorised downloading of academic articles involved internet
activist Aaron Swartz, who committed suicide in 2013. Swartz had connected a computer to
the computer network at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, US, and set it to download
academic journal articles systematically using a guest user account issued to him by MIT.
Earlier this year, a New York district court awarded a publisher of scientific journals US$15
million in damages for copyright infringement by several websites publishing pirated papers.
Apte said that the publishers raise a flag when they detect unusually high rate of downloads
from a particular account. “When the publishers find that the rate downloads has crossed a
particular limit, they suspect that the student is doing it for someone else, and not for his own
reading,” she said.
—Hindustan Times, September 24, 2017

OPINION: FUTURE PROOFING PUBLISHER BRANDS

Publishers’ brands are in a state of flux. A combination of increased competition in the form
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of consolidations balanced at the other end of the spectrum by nimble pop up publishers and
digital disruption, has resulted in publishers having to re-address their priorities.
Their key focus now needs to be on becoming purpose led organisations, to readily attract
authors, reviewers and users. They need to tell a story that is larger than the journal’s
individual impact factors, and draw on wider brand strengths to help promote their individual
values.
It was not so long ago that the journals were all important, towering above the publisher brand,
and pushing it into irrelevance and obscurity.
Where once the publisher was content to remain in the background, to be the facilitator and
no more, has resulted in unlinked and incoherent portfolios.
A powerful central brand on the other hand allows the collective strength of the portfolio to
be gathered, and this has a number of positive effects.
From spreading the value of top and niche performers across the less strong and encouraging
cross selling, new journal launches and a wider dissemination from expansion into parallel
sectors to events.
Focusing on being a purpose led organisation offers publishers greater opportunities to
accelerate growth throughout the entire group.
This constant imperative to demonstrate and deliver value has become crucial for publishers,
who must play a central role in supporting their portfolio of publications, without however
getting in the way of any individual journal.
With the Impact Factors under increasing criticism, leveraging brand strategy so as to
emblemize brand assets and touch points is a fundamental battleground these days if
publishers wish to remain relevant.
—Whats New in Publishing, November 6, 2017

HC TELLS DELHI LIBRARY TO PRESERVE BOOKS
The Delhi high court on Wednesday asked the historic Delhi Public Library (DPL) to preserve
its books that have remained locked since November last year.
A bench of acting chief justice Gita Mittal and justice C Hari Shankar observed that since the
DPL is locked and its members have been prohibited from entering the premises, the books
and other valuables there might get damaged.
It directed the authorities to remove the books, CDS, computers, catalogs and other important
material lying from the library and shift them to the head office or a safe location.
The court passed the order after it was informed that the books may get damaged as the
building has remained locked since November 15 last year.
The bench did not pass an order on DPL Board’s application for repairing holes in the ceiling
so it can be used partially.
The first DPL was started by PM Jawaharlal Nehru across the old Delhi railway station way
back in 1951.
—Hindustan Times, December 7, 2017
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Reviews

AMERICAN JOURNAL REVIEWS
SUBHASH SETHI’S BOOK,
Pages From My life—A Publisher’s Autobiography
Compiled by Hasan Khurshid

B

ooks contribute greatly in shaping one’s character and personality.
Whereas, the learned authors on one side contribute to bring out
valuable books; publishers on the other side contribute a lot in producing
the hard work of the authors for the noble purpose of disseminating
information and knowledge to a large number of readers.
There is one such publisher named Subhash Sethi who has been leading
the flotilla of the publishers in the ocean of book world. For the past 50
years, Sethi has been struggling and creating new paths in the field of
publishing and bookselling. Sethi has been running a publishing house
named Indiana Publishing House, which has published hundreds of titles
ranging from Astrology, Management, Fiction, Autobiography, Library
Science, Children Classics, Education, Engineering, Science & Technology,
Cookery, Self-improvement, Religion & Philosophy, Health, Humor, and
Parenting.
Zoya Khera, of Publishing Research Quarterly, New York, in her review, of Mr. Sethi’s autobiography,
Pages from my life, writes, that the book offers an extensive look into his experiences, the lessons learnt
and the relationships he gained along the way. This being a book that exists due to the persistent
urgings of Sethi’s friends and colleagues, an overarching force in the narrative is a celebration of the
affection and respect that they shower upon him. Such admiration is evident in the unusual structure
of the autobiography, which includes several essays penned by friends, colleagues, and family
members. The most touching of these accounts is an essay collectively written by his three daughters,
who credit much of their confidence and independence to his influence. Likewise, Mr. Sethi writes
of his wife and mother with great admiration and awe, attributing his recovery from a paralyzing
illness to his wife’s tireless support”. This book offers a delightful invitation to those who wish to gain
a deeper understanding of publishing in India from one who has devoted his life to it.
In this book, Sethi also generously offers over twenty pages worth of photographs and ten more
of newspaper clippings depicting highlights from his prolific career. As an additional gift, he writes
of his encounter with former President of India, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, a moment Sethi considers the
greatest of his career. In his fascinating recollection of the day, Sethi refers to Kalam as an “angel”
and recounts his words of adoration for books, which Kalam considers companions.
Do not, however, in Sethi’s pages expect to find a memoir filled with exciting anecdotes from the
industry involving famous authors and events. This is a book with a purpose and such accounts
would have overshadowed the messages and lessons Sethi hopes to share with readers. Also, an
unfortunate result of the hybrid format of the book is that it is at times repetitive with the same
accounts being re-narrated in multiple essays by colleagues and in Sethi’s own words.
Recently, two other renowned magazines namely Lawyers Update and Legal Notes have published
review on his book. Although Sethi has earlier written 20 books but the same were meant for the
general public. Whereas, the book in question is the gist of experience as bookselling and publisher
specifically for the target audience, viz. the genre of young publishers. Subhash Sethi’s
autobiography is the story of a scion of the publishing industry who rose from the hardships of
partition to become a cynosure of Indian publishing. Sethi did not want to let the experience go
unshared and unutilized.
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BENEFITS OF ADVERTISING IN
FPBAI NEWSLETTER
Your Advertisement Reaches To
PRIVATE SECTOR
1.

All members of FPBAI;

2.

FPBAI Members’ Branches across India;

3.

State Associations affiliated to FPBAI;

4.

President of FIP, FEPI.
GOVERNMENT SECTOR

1.

Hon’ble President of India; Prime Minister of India; Chief Minister of Delhi;

2.

Concerned Union Ministers; Senior Officers of Union & State Government;

3.

Vice Chancellors/Registrars of renowned national Universities; Directors of important
Educational Institutions, and Libraries in India.
NON. GOVT. SECTOR
NBT; FICCI; CAPEXIL; CII, AICTE, IRRO etc.
OTHERS

1.

Renowned National & International Banks in India;

2.

National Insurance Companies in India;

3.

High Commissions/Embassies in India;

4.

International Organisations in India

B.

If you send one page-advertisement at your expenditure to the above addressees, your
cost will be approximately `30,000/- (including cost of stationery, printing, and
postage).

C. We send your one-full-page 4-coloured-advertisement to the above addressees, in one
of the best, and vastly read Newsletter, published by FPBAI, for a cost of `10,000/-.

You save: `20,000/✰ ✰ ✰

Advertisement in FPBAI Newsletter always pays rich dividends.
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With Best Compliments from

Panima Subscription Agency
Panima Educational Book Agency
Head Office
16 Prakash Apartments
Gali No: 5, Ansari Road, Daryaganj
New Delhi 110 002
Tel/Fax: 011-23282623, 011-23264039
Email: panimasubscriptionagency@gmail.com,
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“Bookselling is a noble business”
says Vijay Ahuja of Delhi Book Store in conversation with All About Book Publishing.

D

elhi Book Store (DBS)
is in the business
of distribution of
printed books for
the last seven decades.
“In last seven decades, we
have seen a lot of ups and
downs and have always
managed to sail through
the tough times. We opted
for this business to provide
good quality foreign books to
booksellers and libraries for
supply. We envisage a new
world—a world of knowledge
and wisdom—a world of
enlightenment where DBS will
make the path of distributing
books to everyone in the
trade,” says Vijay Ahuja of
Delhi Book Store.
“It is a known fact that
books which have good
contents and are useful for
research in any field are
published by international
authors. Because of economics
involved, printing these books
is expensive and can only
be purchased by libraries
of universities and research
institutes,” he adds.
“What has happened
in last couple of years is
not good for growth of this
country. Most of the libraries
have increased the discounts

"You don't need anything to devastate a nation;
just eliminate education and knowledge."
–Asif Z Warsi
at which they buy books. This
has led to a scenario in which
libraries are only focusing on
discounts and not on content.
We can't solely blame libraries
for this scenario, we have
to look at a wider scenario
and get to the base of the
problem,” he says.
“Government has spent
millions in creating library
buildings but has not spent
enough in filling them with
good books. As a result, we

have buildings, but not enough
books. Gone are the days
when during New Delhi World
Book Fair, faculty members
of various institutes used to
visit the fair to make outright
purchase/selection of books.
There are institutes which
have not received any funds to
buy books in the last couple
of years. And those who were
lucky to get some funds have
managed to renew journals
only. There is no clarity on

when these institutes will
receive grants to buy books
and the institutes which have
received some grants have
made a huge list of "Do's &
Don'ts." This has made it next
to impossible for booksellers to
supply them books. How this
country is going to achieve
the aim of "Make In India"
when students/researchers will
not have books to read? All
development work will corne
to standstill if researchers
will not get books to read.
Booksellers have invested
huge amount in stocking
books and if funds are not
released soon to libraries, then
these booksellers won't be
able to survive. Bookselling is
a noble business; it shouldn't
be called as business at first
place as it's a service to
the nation. We propose that
information about availability
of funds to buy books should
be given at UGC's/HRD
Ministry website well in
advance. We strongly believe
that very soon things will
improve and Government
would release sufficient funds
for purchase of print books by
institutes and booksellers will
have good time once again,”
concludes Vijay.

“Print books have great future”
says Prateek Ahuja of Delhi Book Store, which has been serving its customers
for 70 years now. The bookstore is a preferred destination by librarians,
researchers, medical aspirants, doctors, engineers, architecture, fashion designers,
chefs, fitness freaks, children scientists, individuals, et al.

D

elhi Book Store is in the service of
distribution of printed books for the last
seven decades.
“Since our inception we have been
importing books from across the globe and making
them available to our channel partners at affordable
prices. We have books for everyone and in every field.
Our showroom is based in Darya Ganj and counted
as one of the largest showrooms of academic books in
India. Our showroom is a must visit place for all
booklovers,” tells Prateek Ahuja of Delhi
Book Store.
So what has been the reason
of success for this mega
bookstore? “The reason behind
our success is love and affection
of our customers. We have
always adapted ourselves
as per requirement of our
customers. We provide
best browsing space to
customers and they
feel at ease in our
showroom. In
order to provide
the best
and latest
collection of
books from
across the
globe, we
have added
international
publishers like
Auris Reference, Arcler
Press, Callisto Reference,
Clanrye International, Delve
Publishing, Foster Academics,
Hayle Medical, Intelliz Press, Koros
Press, Larsen & Keller, Magnum
Publishing, NY Research Press,
Syrawood, Willford & 3G-ELearning. These publishers are
exclusive with us. We have
started distribution of Elsevier,
Taylor & Francis Group, CABI
etc,” tells Prateek.

Medical books
and beyond…
DBS is a leading name
in providing medical books
at affordable prices. “In fact,
people still know us as ‘only’
medical book sellers. It’s
a fact that we started as
medical book sellers and till
a few years ago, there would
hardly be any doctor who
had not purchased books from
us. Even today medical books
constitute good percentage of our
total sale. We have diversified with
time and now have a large collection
of books on Science, Technology,
Engineering and Humanities,” shares
Prateek.

Customers experience is prime…
To successfully understand psychology
of a customer is a half a battle won. “We
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at DBS have learned this art with our experience
of interacting customers on daily basis. We
provide the finest experience of books browsing
to all customers as we have books displayed
subject wise. Our showroom is visited by end
user customers who include renowned doctors,
students appearing in exams, children etc. We
also get library committee members of institutes
who come to make selection for their institutes
or for library set-up. Customers may be from
different walks of life but their criteria to select
books remain the same. They all want latest/
established books. And we have more than
10,000 titles exclusive with us which are printed
in 2016-17 and the list is growing on monthly
basis. Shortly after inaugurating the Kochi Metro
Rail service on 18 June, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed a gathering at the launch of PN
Panicker National Reading Day, saying that people
should give each other a book instead of bouquet.
‘I appeal people to give a book instead of a
bouquet as a greeting. Such a move can make a
big difference.’ If people start following this, then
it would give further boost to the sales,” tells
Prateek as a matter of fact.

Target audience…
“Since we have books for everyone and in
every field, our clients include researchers, medical
aspirants, doctors, engineers, architecture, fashion
designers, chefs, fitness freaks, children scientists
etc. Our customers include team of faculty
members as well as individuals. So, we literally
cover every market pertaining to print books,” tells
Prateek.

Trends in the market…
On asking about the trends in the market,
Prateek replies that things have changed really
very fast but for good. “Thanks to the government
which has opened large number of new institutes.
This has created more demand for academic books
and given an opportunity to distributors like us
to expand. This is the reason that we are joining
hands with more and more publishers to make
their books available in India,” he adds. “As new
institutes have come up in large numbers, there is
a challenge of providing them new books. But we
have successfully handled this challenge by adding
more than 15000 new titles.”

On print vs. ebooks…
“It’s true that institutes are switching to
e-books but we are very optimistic of future of
print books. We have 24x7 news channels but
still printed newspapers are in big demand. We
have not been affected by e-books as we are
growing. And we are sure that print books have
great future. This is the reason that we are adding
more and more publishers for distribution,” opines
Prateek.

Road ahead…
“DBS’s commitment to quality has always
been core to its culture and the company is
today counted as a leading name in distribution.
We are committed to provide quality books from
across the globe to our customers and we always
try our best to do so. We are also working very
hard to bring Handbooks under our imprint – DBS
Imprints. Our aim is to publish 500 Handbooks,”
concludes Prateek optimistically.

