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EDITORIAL

I

am in this industry for more than last five decades but the
current period through which we are passing is very crucial
for the survival of the industry. All of us have seen the current
budget presented by Finance Minister and the most disturbing
aspects of the budget is that spending on education as a share
of the central government’s total budgeted expenditure has been
falling for the past three years. Compared to 2014-15, when
education got 6.15% of the total expenditure, there has been a
steady decline — 3.71% in 2016-17, according to this Budget’s
revised estimate, with the estimated outlay for the coming year.
This reduction will surely have an adverse impact on publishing
industry as most of the educational institutions might be using these limited funds for
establishment expenses like salary disbursement and operational cost, etc; rather than spending
on purchase of books.
Other important phenomenon is of GST. Of late, GST has become the hot topic of discussion
for top authors dealing with their publishers. Prior to GST application, there was no tax on
royalty, as it was exempted under Sales Tax. However, after the implementation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), problem has emerged that 18% GST is applicable on authors’ royalties. As
such, publishers must pay GST on the reverse charge mechanism basis, but the problem is that
publishers cannot claim input credit because books are not covered under GST. The Federation
of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI) has sent representations to
authorities concerned to address this critical situation. We, at Federation feel it necessary to
amend this provision, because the GST paid by publishers will severely impact the profitability
of the publishers. As such, the publishing industry has already been passing through numerous
nightmarish situations.
Under the circumstances, we all have to be very careful as sales are reducing and expenses
are increasing. For survival the only option is to reduce the expenses and concentrate
aggressively on sale. In case we are not able to reduce the expenses in operational cost, we
will be facing trouble. This is a word of caution from my side to all fraternity friends.
I feel most lamented to mention that despite of our repeated requests, many members have
been quoting discount on journals and e-books which is strictly prohibited under GOC rules.
Recently, in the GOC meeting held on March 14, 2018, at Federation office, it was ruled by the
House that whosoever is found offering discount on journals, his membership shall
straightaway be cancelled from GOC as well as FPBAI.

S.C. Sethi
Editor
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FROM PRESIDENT’S DESK

W

e are passing through the ‘Information Age’, the main requisite of which is transparency.
In view of the above, I would like to convey all of you
in brief the efforts made by us at Federation for the betterment
of the trade.
Recently, the primary and the foremost task before us was to
settle down the matter pertaining to the delayed issuance of
ISBN by the government. In the result of sustained efforts
made by us, we have provided relief to the members from the
nightmarish phenomenon of delayed issuance of ISBN.
Another matter of importance worth mentioning here is that
Dr. Manish Arora, Chairman, Copyright, Piracy and Legal
Committee of FPBAI, attended an important meeting with the
Director of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Government of India, New Delhi,
alongwith various other stake holders, on November 1, 2017,
at Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. Various issues in respect of Limitations and Exceptions for
Education and Research Institutions, Libraries and Authors were discussed.
Recently, many of our members at Ansari road, Daryaganj, had been facing harassment from
South Delhi Municipal Corporation with regard to sealing. To resolve this issue on February
9, 2018, during ECM, we invited our legal advisor Mr. Vaibhav Arora who briefed the House
providing them anecdote for the lurking problem. Subsequently, the Legal advisor assisted the
aggrieved members to write to the municipality.
We have recently taken-up the issue with the Union Minister of HRD about the violation of
Fundamental Rights as well as the provisions of the Competition Act, 2002, by E-Shodh Sindhu;
wherein the E-Shodh Sindhu has arbitrarily eased out a large number of convincible agents
to perform as e-journals/e-book suppliers, especially from the foreign publishers without
assigning any reason, whatsoever.
Another important matter taken up by the Federation is about CBSE’s impugned circulars going
against the interest of the private publishers. We challenged the CBSE orders, being in violation
of Constitutional and legal provisions enshrined in Competition Act, 2002. The CBSE
accordingly modified the language of their circulars.
Lastly, I would like to emphasize the importance of Federation’s Newsletter, which is the brainchild of Mr. S.C. Sethi and he is its editor. Eversince its inception, the Newsletter has been
playing a very positive and vital role not only as mouthpiece of the industry but also as a bridge
between publishers, book suppliers and customers including the institution directors, vicechancellors and librarians, etc. The Newsletter is self-sustaining and is not the drain on the
finances of the Federation. I request the members to support it through their advertisements
and get big recognition for themselves after spending a meager amount on advertisement.

Sunil Sachdev
President
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THE GREAT THOUGHTS ON
FRIENDSHIP
If two people are undergoing mutual adversity, they are likely to strike a healthy friendly relationship;
for the firmest friendships have been formed in mutual adversity, as iron is most strongly united by
the fiercest flame.

✬ ✬ ✬
Sometimes people come into your life and you know right away that they are meant to be there; they
serve some sort of purpose, teach you a lesson, or help you figure out who you are.
✬ ✬ ✬
We all need somebody we can turn to, someone with no reason to stay. So if you fear that your son
is dying and you need the strength to keep trying, well a friend will reach out and take your hand.
✬ ✬ ✬
Friendship is the best medicine for boredom.

—Contributed by S.C. Sethi
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The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India

APPEAL
Before
VICE-CHANCELLORS,
HEADS OF INSTITUTES, LIBRARIANS

W

e acknowledge with thanks the support from the directors of academic institutes,
vice chancellors of universities and librarians for purchasing the books/journals
from the registered members of Good Offices Committee (GOC).
It may however be pointed out that time to time, we have been receiving complaints
from certain quarters against some suppliers for missing or non-supply of journals. We
feel pleasure to inform you that every time we received such complaints, we have taken
a strict and timely action on complaints received from your fraternity.
The action has been taken to the extent of expelling the suppliers from the membership
of GOC as well as FPBAI. We therefore request you to kindly purchase the books/
journals from the registered members of the GOC and FPBAI, in the best interest of
fair and safe dealings. It may be pointed out that the Federation or GOC does not take
any responsibility of an erring vendor who is not the member of the GOC/FPBAI.
We would also appeal to kindly make timely payment to the suppliers on the principle
of equity.

S.C. Sethi
Chairman-GOC

This issue of the Newsletter is sponsored by

DELHI BOOK STORE,
NEW DELHI
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REVISED TERMS OF SUPPLY FOR PRINT JOURNALS AND
E-RESOURCES BY APPROVED INDIAN VENDORS OF GOC
(1) No discount on publishers’ prices fixed for Indian journal subscribers.
(2) Conversion rates as per latest GOC circular prevailing on the date of billing only.
(3) Bills to remain valid for 30 days from the date of bill. Supplementary bills shall be
raised in case there is any difference in the price as charged by the Publishers or
if there is a delay in payment beyond the period as recommended above.
(4) Full advance payment to be made against all journal bills.
(5) Claims for missing issues of journals to be made within 90 days of the publication
of the issue in case it is supplied directly by the publisher to the end user. In case
of claims beyond 90 days of publication, if rejected by the publisher, the agent will
not be held responsible for refund. No penal interest is payable on stray missing
issues. In case of delivery from the agent, the supply will be reviewed every quarter
between the library and the agent. All legitimate claims from customers to be settled
by the vendors within one and a half year from the date of receipt of payment.
However, this would not include titles which are published behind schedule.
(6) The customer should not insist on acknowledgements for receipt of payment from
the publishers when orders are routed through approved vendors of GOC. Most
publishers do not have a system of sending such acknowledgements.
(7) All subscriptions are subject to full advance payment only. No monthly, quarterly
or half yearly payment will be accepted by the approved vendors from the
institutes.
(8) All institutional customers are advised to route their requirement through the
approved vendors of GOC and not directly through foreign publishers.
(9) In case of any grievance regarding subscription orders placed through a GOC
approved agent, institutions/end customers are free to bring forth their complaint
directly to the GOC for amicable settlement.
The Chairman GOC shall have the right to initiate action against the GOC approved
agent.

S.C. Sethi
Chairman-GOC
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FPBAI WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
 M/s. Sharda Book Depot
Shop No. 12, 508 Jaiswal Complex
Near Mansarover Hotel, Sakchi
Jamshedpur-831001 (Jharkhand)

 M/s. Sumaiyah Distributors Pvt. Ltd.
4228/1, 2nd Floor, Near Allahabad Bank,
Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi-110 002

 M/s. N.N. Medical Books
Shop No. B/10, Sheriar Baug,
77 Ramchandra Bhatt Marg,
Opp. J.J. Hospital
Gate No. 2, Mumbai-400 009

 M/s. Knit Overseas
MB.158, Master Block,
Shakarpur, Delhi – 110 092

 M/s. Veda Library Solutions
G-452, 10th Avenue, Sanskriti vihar,
Gaur City-2, Noida-West, Noida-201309

 M/s. NIPA GENX Electronics Resources
& Solutions Pvt. Ltd.
103, Vikas Surya Plaza, CU Block,
LSC Market, Pitam Pura, Delhi – 110 088

 M/s. GS Book Publisher &
Distributors LLP
708, Military Road, Gali no. 3,
Punjabi Basti, Anand Parbat,
Karol Bagh, Delhi-110 005

 M/s. Crown Books Publishers Distributors
Aryan Tower, East Jail Road,
Ranchi-834001

 M/s. Amit Book Depot
H.No. 1572/A3/C,
Opp. Saint Francis School, Purulia Road,
Lowadih, Post Nawkum, Ranchi- 834010
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 M/s. Lords Book Centre
Zaina Kadal (Gada Kocha)
Srinagar-190 002 (J & K)

 M/s. Studera Press
1586/113, First Floor, Trinagar
Delhi – 110 035

 M/s. Suvidh Book Distributors
G-12, Akhilesh Tower, Hariparvat Crossing
Agra- 282 002 (Uttar Pradesh)

 M/s. Current Publications
A-15, Kalakunj, Maruti State Road,
Opp. R.D. Higher Secondary School
Maruti State, Shahganj-Bodla Road,
Agra-282010 (Uttar Pradesh)

 M/s. ABC Publishers &
Distributors Pvt. Ltd.
4834/9, 24 Ansari Road, Daryaganj
Delhi – 110 002

 M/s. Jain Stationery
F-69/5, Gautam Nagar,
New Delhi-110 049

 M/s. Akansha Books & Periodicals
A-69A, Vikas Nagar Extension
A-Block, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi- 110059

 M/s. APD Publishers & Distributors
R.N. 28, Aavishkar Tower, Pratap Nagar
Jogeshwari (E), Mumbai- 400060

 M/s. Athulya Books
MG Road, Thalassery
Kerala – 670 101
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MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT
PAID SUBSCRIPTION

F

ollowing is the list of FPBAI members who have not paid their subscription for the past
two financial years. In case these members do not clear their dues latest by June 30, 2018,
their names shall automatically be struck off from the membership of the FPBAI/GOC without
any further intimation, whatsoever:1.

M/s. Bani Mandir, Guwahati

2.

M/s. Atlas Book House, Assam

3.

M/s. AVI Books Pvt. Ltd. Delhi

4.

M/s. ABC Books, Delhi

5.

M/s. B.I. Publications Pvt. Ltd. Delhi

6.

M/s. Books Media, Delhi

7.

M/s. DVS Publications, Delhi

8.

M/s. Dev Books, Delhi

9.

M/s. Global Periodicals Supply Services,
Delhi

10. M/s. Infotech Standards India Pvt. Ltd.
Delhi
11. M/s. Jyoti Enterprises, Delhi

25. M/s. Jain Book Depot, Rohtak
26. M/s. Topper Books.com, Faridabad
27. M/s. Mamta Book Depot, Srinagar
28. M/s. Oscar Publications, Srinagar
29. M/s. Mamta Publications Pvt. Ltd,
Srinagar
30. M/s. Max Publishing House, Srinagar
31. M/s. Kashmir Books Trust, Srinagar
32. M/s. Harverd Books, Srinagar
33. M/s. Navakarnataka Publications Pvt.
Ltd. Bangalore

12. M/s. John Publishers Pvt. Ltd. Delhi

34. M/s. EMMESS Medical Publishers,
Bangalore

13. M/s. Metropolitan Book Company Pvt.
Ltd. Delhi

35. M/s. Bharathi Publications, Bangalore

14. M/s. Not Go Anywhere, Delhi
15. M/s. Oxford University Press, Delhi
16. M/s. Rajat Books International, Delhi
17. M/s. Sanjana Prakashan, Delhi
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24. M/s. Anjali Book distributors,
Ahmedabad

36. M/s. Universal Research Books, Thrissur
37. M/s. World Book Traders, Ludhiana
38. M/s. Giri Trading Agency Pvt. Ltd.
Chennai

18. M/s. Tech Books International, Delhi

39. M/s. D.S. Information Services Pvt. Ltd.
Kanpur

19. M/s. Techno Books.com, Delhi

40. M/s. Shuchita Prakashan, Allahabad

20. M/s. The Energy and Resources Institute,
Delhi

41. M/s. Gyan Bharati, Allahabad

21. M/s. UK Subscription Pvt. Ltd. Delhi

42. M/s. Devrshi Promoters & suppliers,
Allahabad

22. M/s. Vaibhav Litco, Delhi

43. M/s. Information Book Service, Hawrah

23. M/s. Unique Book House, Ahmedabad

44. M/s. Shree Agronomics Projects, Kolkata
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Success Story
The success story of J.L. KUMAR, Director of
Anmol Publications (P) Ltd., Daryaganj, New Delhi,
as was told to H. Khurshid, PR Advisor-FPBAI

T

here is a saying in Gita, “You have the right to work, but
never to the fruit of work. You should never engage in action
for the sake of reward, nor should you long for inaction”.
One subscriber of this adage is Jawahar Lal Kumar, commonly
known as J.L. Kumar, who is the owner of M/s. Anmol
Publications Pvt. Ltd; Daryaganj, New Delhi. The company has
rekindled its heroism in the skies of Europe and Canada through
his ‘Rising Sons’, Kumar is an inspirational soul for the
disheartened educated young men who try to excel in business
but due to paucity of funds revert to the state of despondency.
Kumar was born in 1950 AD, hails from a middle class family
of Gurgaon. His father Mr. Dharam Chand Kumar was a tailor.
He had two brothers and two sisters. Father’s finances were not sufficient enough to impart
proper education to all of his siblings. Kumar was second to the eldest but had surpassed his
elder sibling in decision making for career. He wanted to pursue education but alongside the
avenues for earning. Consequently he left his regular school from 9th standard and completed
his education from 10th onwards privately. Kumar while studying joined a bookseller’s shop
in the name of Diamond Book Store which is situated at Nai Sarak, Delhi, as sales man at
a salary of Rs. 30/- per month as part time, in the year 1967.
After having worked there for three years, Kumar joined Lyall Book Depot, Delhi branch as
a sales assistant. He continued here till 1979, drawing a salary of Rs. 400/- per month. It was
a lucrative job in those times and Kumar’s parents found the salary enough for making family;
hence a decent girl was selected for him and he got married. The girl later on practically proved
true to the proverb, “there is a woman behind the success of every man”. From here Kumar
started taking leap-frog jumps in career. At Lyall Book Depot, Kumar worked under the
guidance of S. C. Sethi, former President – FPBAI. Sethi had been travelling to 7-8 states
continuously to promote especially their publication division, in the year 1975. Sethi left the
company and Kumar took over his work and he too started travelling extensively. The duration
of one tour was 3-4 months at a stretch. Kumar also travelled on long tours twice, the memories
of which are still fresh in his mind. Kumar feels indebted to Sethi with the view that he
introduced him to a large number of clients including booksellers and educational institutions.
From morning to evening both of them had been running around visiting clients. Kumar found
it to be a tedious job but Sethi was always there motivating him to carry out the job like a
younger brother.
In the result of Sethi’s motivation, Kumar started getting pleasure out of the hard work, which
in turn got translated into profit earning for Kalyani Publishers. However, Kalyani Publishers’
owners were temperamentally philanthropic who considered, Kumar’s efforts in financial
terms. Most of the time Kumar did not get time for taking lunch and he remembers well that
in Mumbai and Pune he had been working till midnight.
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Although, Kumar was getting a good salary but the amount for TA/DA was very meagre,
which was not sufficient for him to launch tours on that amount. Kumar highly appreciated
the nature of his immediate boss, Mr. Rajkumar, who had given him full liberty on planning
and executing tours, in the result of which Kumar was morally bound to pay back to the
company with attractive orders.
In 1980, after having delivered adequately and sufficiently to Lyall Book Depot and its allied
organizations, Kumar took another jump, joining Himalaya Publishing House Pvt. Ltd; Delhi,
as branch manager. Here he developed very good relations with booksellers. This job was
offered by Himalaya Publishing House after coming across Kumar’s reputation in the market.
He accepted the offer and joined Himalaya in Bombay but was placed as branch manager of
Delhi branch which was raised by himself.
It is commonly known that the karma yogis (workaholics), generally have a mercuric
temperament and they always say, “yeh dil mangey more”. Kumar too was a karma yogi and in
the year 1983, he took yet another jump by joining Jaico Publishing House who had then
started Indian book publication work and Kumar was appointed as the manager of the
distribution network.
Destiny was however keeping on knocking the door of his capabilities. He excelled at Jaico
too and delivered his best for the company till one fine morning while sitting in isolation he
was assessing his work performance, attributes and capabilities as to how in a short passage
of time he could transform his branch of Jaico to a very successful entity. His thoughts became
the turning point of his life as while assessing his capabilities, he realized that what if he could
do all these successful attempts for himself, then sky would be the limit.
With a jolt, Kumar rose from his chair and started walking ambitiously but anxiously. During
these testing moments, he firmly decided to quit the job and start his own publication. Kumar
resigned his job but the wide challenge before him was the requirement of finances without
which the new venture was not possible to start. However, there is an old proverb, “where
there is a will, there is a way”. Kumar raised funds from his close friends and started his
publishing firm in the name of Anmol Publications Pvt. Ltd; in the year 1985. Soon after
launching the firm, Kumar started running for business on war footing. The initial order helped
him standing on his own feet firmly. For five years, Kumar worked tirelessly and single
handedly, without looking back.
In 1992, he started travelling for business to Malaysia and Singapore from where he got the
positive response. This step helped him in promoting business further and he was now able
to sell the copyrights in the area. In the next two years, Kumar had established himself as a
successful publisher. The secret behind his success was his commitment and personal rapport
with the customers and authors. Till now Kumar has to his credit a list of 10,000 titles. Kumar
has now expended his business abroad. He has two sons. His elder son Ashish Kumar after
his education from Australia has settled down in Canada, where he has started his business
in Toronto in the name of Apple Academic Press. His books are exclusively distributed
worldwide by CRC Press. His second son Anmol Kumar is looking after export in international
market. He too like his elder brother is a successful publisher.
However, Kumar feels indebted to his wife Santosh Kumari who stood by him during all ups
and downs and singly took care of the children when Kumar had been travelling extensively
for longer durations. Kumar also acknowledges the co-operation of N.K. Jain, in all his ventures.
Kumar considers Jain’s support as the back bone of his success. Kumar also feels indebted to
S.C. Sethi who has always remained a guiding spirit like a pole star for him. Kumar open
heartedly gives credit for all his success to his wife Santosh Kumari; N.K. Jain and S.C. Sethi.
“I could not have reached to this stage had these people not been there to help me throughout”,
feels J.L. Kumar.
10
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Success Story
The success story of RAJ MIRCHANDANI,
Managing Director, Capital Publishing Company,
Daryaganj, New Delhi,
as was told to H. Khurshid, PR Advisor-FPBAI

T

he father of English literature, Geoffrey Chaucer in his
famous story, “The Canterbury tales” wrote, “I have seen the
world with open eyes”. This phrase sets fit on my life. I have
passed through a very challenging phase of life right from my
childhood. I was born in Kolkata on September 7, 1951. I lost my
father very early in life. I had an elder brother and a sister.
My mother was a courageous lady, who despite all odds faced the
challenges of life and furthered a small business which had been
started by my father. She gave us good education and provided
all the necessities of life. She was very straight forward and had
made it very clear to all three of us that with father no more, the
responsibility of nurturing us was on her shoulders and assured
us of good food, good education and clothing, but beyond that for the moment she made it
clear, would not be able to provide us the luxuries of life till good times came again and we
should therefore concentrate on our studies for a better career in life.
I did my B.Com from St. Xavier’s College; Kolkata in the year 1971 and soon after completing
my graduation joined Oxford Book Company in Kolkata as their sales representative and
worked with them for six years with sincerity and hard work. In the year 1976, I got an
opportunity to work for Macmillan Company in Kolkata as their Assistant Manager. I got
married during the tenure of my working over here. However, my devotion towards my newly
married life and my job was parallel. With this company, I learned the nitty gritties of book
marketing and rudiments of higher academic publishing.

In 1981, I relocated to Delhi, joining Academic Press, USA, one of the world’s largest higher
academic scientific publishers as their Regional Manager, responsible for their sales and
marketing for the sub continent. I was with them for almost 10 years and besides sales and
marketing, other verticals of the company were also entrusted to me. I gathered a lot of editorial
knowledge and travelled across the country and abroad. In 1984 when I first visited my office
in the USA the work culture of our US based company was so professional and I was stunned
to see the ultra modern working regimen of the company. Needless to say, I was quite
impressed. Academic Press at that time boasted of having 32 Nobel Laureates as authors/
editors and contributors for their books and journals. We were really exposed to marketing of
content based products.
I recollect an interesting incident in the US, where my Vice President-Marketing asked me how
many copies of a particular book I could sell in India? Frankly speaking I was not experienced
enough to give a calculated figure and without the application of mind replied, around 50
copies! He asked me the basis of this number. Was it based on some strategic planning or was
it just a gut feeling? I was not very clear and quite embarrassed. I appreciated his prudish and
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 31
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professional behavior. He then went on to explain how to estimate the working out a realistic
sales figure, based on definite inputs. He mentioned that we should.
Find out how many institutes are there, who are conducting research on that particular subject.
How many of them would be keen to buy a copy of an expensive imported title. What is the
position of their budget and who is finding it?
Simple, but very pertinent queries that has helped me even today to maintain a balance between
sales and inventory. In marketing, the seller is supposed to identify the prospective customer,
his socio-economic capabilities, carry out consumer research, survey the market and prepare
the plans for selling. If you don’t pursue the customer in his comfort zone your efforts may
prove to be counter-productive.
In the year 1989, I started my own business in the name of Capital Books Private Limited.
It had been my childhood dream to become an entrepreneur. Hard work had always been my
asset and the Sindhi business instinct was looming somewhere in me and I liked to do things
in my own style and never liked following the herd.
In spite of dealing with booksellers I kept creating my contacts with my end customers, the
professors and academicians, travelling regularly to important research institutions across the
country. My relationship with prospective authors were also strengthening. In the year 2001,
I ventured into Publishing and started Capital Publishing Company. It was strongly felt that
Indian publishing had come of age in specific areas of interest and a well defined research
infrastructure with a vast pool of scientists existed to be tapped for producing quality literature
in topics such as, Climate Change, Earth Science & Geology, Energy Studies Environmental
Science and Water Resources. I have been collaborating with Springer of Germany and a few
others and for almost 15 years co-publish books with them and they sell my product range
in all counties excepting the SAARC region.
The endeavor was to go about meticulously scouting for talents and today some of the country’s
more serious academics and research scientists in our specialized area have been involved with
Capital Publishing Company as authors, editors and article contributors.
The infrastructure built over the years and a well developed computerized mailing set up has
helped in marketing these specialized products effectively. The export market has also been
strengthened and agents have been appointed in Bangladesh, Pakistan and South East Asia.
Co-publishing tie ups with reputed US and European publishers have also ensured that the
Capital Publishing Company publications are greatly exposed to an international audience both
by way of print and electronic versions.
In 2004 we launched the Asian Journal of Water, Environment and Pollution and in 2015 the
Journal of Climate Change. Peer reviewed articles contributed by experts in their specialized
areas, addressing serious issues are published in these two Journals respectively. IOS Press of
the Netherlands are our collaborators for both these Journals outside the SAARC countries.
Both these Journals have been selected by Clarivate Analytics (The Intellectual Property Rights
of Reuter Thomson) for abstracting and indexing our Journals. It is a indeed a privilege to be
qualified with such a prestigious agency.
My wife Savita Mirchandani and my son Rohit Mirchandani are also part of the business and
believe me it has been a great journey and am proud to have always been a ‘Book’ man.
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INCLUSIVE PUBLISHING
BOOKS THAT CAN BE READ WITH EYES, EARS AND FINGERS
By Dipendra Manocha*

I

deas and thoughts manifest into a book in digital form on a computer. This digital master
is then transformed into a format that is provided to the readers. Today, print is not the only
format in which a book is distributed. It could also be in form of EPUB, PDF, Kindle, Mobi
or several other digital book formats that are sold on digital book stores or kept in digital
libraries.
A book is no longer read only with eyes, it can actually be read with eyes, ears or fingers.
This flexibility of shape size and format of a book makes it accessible to all including those
who cannot read normal print. A person with failing eyesight or impaired vision can increase
font size or change colour contrast of the book.
Mobile phone, computer or digital book devices such as the Kindle can convert written text
into spoken words for those who cannot read with eyes or would simply prefer to listen to
the book. Persons with blindness can read the same book in braille with their fingers. We now
have the potential to sell books even to the illiterate. Although almost all master files with
the publishers are in digital formats such as in page Maker, In Design, Coral Draw, etc. we
are not able to convert them into EPUB or any other digital format that could be sold on a
digital book store. We face similar problem to convert these books into braille audio or large
print formats especially for the books in Indian languages.
Main culprit for this incompatibility is the traditional legacy fonts for Indian languages that
are being used in the publishing industry. To make our books future ready we need to prepare
our digital master files using Unicode compliant font and also mark the structure of the book
using standard styles. Ideally, this digital master that can get transformed into variety of digital
formats in addition to the normal hard copy print book should be in complete control of the
publisher themselves.
This would enable publishers to sell their books on the stores and platforms of their own
choice. However, this conversion of existing master files into the one with Unicode based font
and structure mark-up need lot of financial and human resource. This is an investment to be
made for our future. In this transition, publishers can get partners from very unexpected part
of the society. The organisations and individuals involved in providing books to persons with
blindness or low vision already convert these books into Unicode based font and do the
structure mark-up. These books are then ready to be printed in Braille or converted into an
audio book or can be converted to accessible e-text which can be read on digital devices with
assistive technology by persons with disabilities.
This exception can be seen only as a fall-back mechanism. The fact is that we cannot republish
every book again to make them accessible to persons with disabilities. The real solution lies
in “INCLUSIVE PUBLISHING”. That is to prepare digital masters in a way that is capable
to prepare all distribution format including normal hard copy print and also the various digital
file formats.
*Dipendra Manocha is the
President – Daisy Forum of India
www.daisyindia.org
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Article

GLIMPSES OF
NEW DELHI WORLD BOOK FAIR, 2018
By H. Khurshid

N

ew Delhi World Book Fair-2018 (NDWBF) arrived with the New
Year, 2018, to entice the book lovers, who were seen more warmed
up by seeing the galaxy of new books, rather than basking under the
bright sunlight.
New Delhi World Book Fair-2018 (NDWBF), was scheduled to be held
from January 6-14, 2018, at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The fair was
organized by National Book Trust, India, an autonomous organization
under the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of
India. The grand event is co-organized by India Trade Promotion
Organization (ITPO), under the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India.
NDWBF is the largest book fair in Afro Asian region. Book lovers throughout the year wait
anxiously to throng upon the fair from all knooks and corners of the country. It is commonly
believed, ‘jo dikhta hay, woh bikta hay’ (whatever is seen, is sold). In the fair, a large number of
books are showcased in spacious stalls, which gives ample opportunity to book lovers to brows,
select and purchase the books of their choice. As such, the fair has a big role to play in the
circulation of books amongst the masses.
In the digital age, where e-books are playing the strong rival’s role against the physical books,
such fairs provide panacea for the survival of books and promoting the book culture.
This year the organizers instead of inviting one country as Guest of Honour created a new idea
of inviting European Union, representing 27 countries. The theme of NDWBF-2018, was
“Environment and Climate Change.”
However, there was a flip side of the fair, pertaining to the infrastructural and administrative
arrangements. This was revealed when the Federation’s representative visited the fair and
interacted with numerous participants, authors and visitors, besides talking to some staffers
of the organizers.
German Book Office (GBO), New Delhi acts as an intermediary for German translation rights
by facilitating contact between publishers. Mr. Sonjuhi of the GBO complained the uneasiness
and suffering experienced by visitors, by walking more than a mile inside the fair complex right
from the main gate.
Mr. Mohammadali Shadzad, Copyright Administrator of M/s. Soori Mehr Publishers
Company, Iran complained that they have been allotted the stall at a very isolated corner where
the visibility of the stall is not possible, what to talk of the display of books. He also complained
that there are no sufficient washrooms in the hall. People have to line-up waiting for their turn
to go to the washroom. The condition inside the washroom was unhygienic, water taps were
leaking and no soap for cleaning the hands was placed at the washbasins. The stinking and
foul smell of the washrooms did not allow the sensitive people to walk in.

14

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 31

Miss Jyoti of the Paper Theater of Bapu Park, Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi complained that
the women’s washrooms were leaking and seeping besides stinking.
Mr. Sanjeev Kataria of (Katson Books) S.K. Kataria & Sons of Daryaganj, New Delhi said that
sufficient shuttle service was not available to visitors especially the elderly and differentlyabled people. Mr. Suresh Rana of Adity Prakashan, Daryaganj, New Delhi said that the ongoing
construction inside the complex obstructed the cleanliness.
Expressing his view, Mr. Vinod Vasishtha of Viva Books Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi, said, “The New
Delhi World Book Fair went off very well for us with the unprecedented footfall this year in
spite of the fact that Pragati Maidan is currently undergoing a massive reconstruction work.
The whole place is dug up and the visitors had a lot of difficulty in finding their way but still
they could make it marking a huge turnout.
There was a shortage of space as some of the halls were not available for display and to make
up for that the NBT built hangars to accommodate the exhibitors. Though the NBT tried to
give the facilities whatever best they could but still it was observed that less people visited
the exhibitors located in hangars.
Desired publicity about the event by way of hoardings, posters at the back of autos, information
clippings on radio channels etc was done and this went on until the last day of the fair.
A dedicated Children’s Pavilion was indeed a thing of great interest to the children however
again due to dust all around and for the lack of clear direction signs to this pavilion, many
could not visit.
The exhibitors booked the MTNL phone/internet connection to run their credit card equipment
but it did not function due to the disruption in telephone lines as the premises of Pragati Maidan
was largely dug-up. This caused great inconvenience and may be some loss of sale as well.
Overall the book fair was a big success and despite constraints a large number of booklovers
turned up to make the event so.”
There were ‘Authors’ Corners’ at hall no. 10, but most of the authors were not comfortable about
the insufficient sitting arrangements and courtesy tea, coffee facility around the space.
There was Children’s Pavilion also where on our visit we found Hindi editions of their Swedish
books for children were being launched by Mr. Klas Molin, Ambassador of Sweden. Lot many
children from schools and otherwise were spotted over there but the adequate water and
washroom facilities were missing. Although, it was a sunny day and lot many people after
roaming about the pavilions for hours wanted to bask under the shining sun but did not find
enough benches to sit. Some of them got down on tree guard edges, despite of their being dingy
and dirty.
Some media persons were also facing obstruction to come inside as the untrained and
discourteous security guards were found misbehaving with them and were asking to purchase
the tickets for getting in. A differently-abled person was also not allowed to take his car inside
and his relatives faced a tough time for taking the man inside. However, despite all odds, the
differently-abled person walked through due to his determination and urge.
Although, the staffers of the NBT including one Mr. Sudhir Gupta praised their arrangements
saying that earlier it used to be a biennial show but now it is an annual show since 2012 and
compared to past two years, the number of footfalls this year have reached to above 12,00,000.
However, despite of self-praise, to our view, the organizers need to make lot many
ameliorations for the future fairs. The arrangements have to be at par with the developed
countries. The half-hearted efforts are not likely to achieve the desired targets.
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 31
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MEDIA SCAN
AUTHOR, PUBLISHER SERVED CEASE AND
DESIST NOTICE
President Trump has bristled at the suggestion that Steven Bannon crafted his unlikely victory
and that, as chief strategist, he was the brain behind the presidency in its initial months.
“When he was fired, he not only lost his job, he lost his mind,” Trump said, adding that Bannon
was a “staffer” who joined his campaign only after he had all but wrapped up the nomination.
Trump’s lawyers followed up with a letter to the author Michale Wolff and the publisher of
his upcoming book, asking them to “cease and desist from any further publication, release or
dissemination” of the book, which is to be released on January 9. In the book, Bannon described
as “treasonous” a meeting of Donald Trump Jr, the president’s eldest son, son-in-law Jared
Kushner and erstwhile campaign chair Paul Manafort with some Russians in the Trump Tower.
“The three senior guys in the campaign thought it was a good idea to meet with a foreign
government inside Trump Tower in the conference room on the 25th floor – with no lawyers.
They didn’t have any lawyers,” Bannon said, according to an excerpt of the book published
by The Guardian. “Even if you thought that this was not treasonous, or unpatriotic, or bad
s***, and I happen to think it’s all of that, you should have called the FBI immediately,” he
added.
—Hindustan Times, January 5, 2018

TRUMP SUING OVER WHITE HOUSE BOOK
NON-STARTER: LEGAL EXPERTS
Any lawsuits by US President Donald Trump against former chief strategist Steve Bannon or
the author and publisher of a book depicting a chaotic White House and Trump as out of his
depth would almost certainly fail and could lead to more damaging disclosures, legal experts
said.
Trump threatened legal action against Bannon over “libelous” remarks quoted by writer
Michael Wolff in the book Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House, after excerpts were
published by media outlets on Wednesday.
He also tweeted that the book is full of “lies, misrepresentations and sources that don’t exist.”
Charles Harder, a lawyer for Trump, said he would take “legal action” to block the book’s
release. He sent cease-and-desist letters to Bannon, Wolff and publisher Henry Holt & Co.
Alan Dershowitz, an emeritus law professor at Harvard Law School, said a libel lawsuit by
Trump would be a “terrible mistake” and “a nonstarter” that “no reasonable lawyer would
recommend.” He said it is very difficult for public figures to prevail in libel suits. Trump would
need to show Wolff and publisher Holt knew statements by Bannon and others were false or
they acted with reckless disregard for whether or not they were true. Wolff said on Friday he
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had spoken to Trump since the inauguration. He said he was “comfortable” with all the
reporting in the book.
BOOK RELEASED EARLY IN DEFIANCE OF BAN ATTEMPT
Henry Holt & Co, the publisher of Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House, has brought
publication forward to Friday in defiance of an attempt by Donald Trump’s lawyers to try to
shut it down.
On Thursday afternoon, a spokeswoman for Holt & Co told the Guardian publication in all
formats was being brought forward to Friday “due to unprecedented demand.
—Hindustan Times, January 6, 2018

TIGHTENING THE EDUCATION PURSE STRINGS
The Narendra Modi government has been reducing spending on education (budget estimates)
— it dropped from one per cent of the country’s income in the government’s first Budget in
2014-15 to 0.62 per cent in 2017-18. Its share in the Budget too has been slashed from 6.15 per
cent to 3.7 per cent.
SPENDING ON EDUCATION IN FOUR YEARS
OF THE NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT
HRD
Ministry Budget
` bn)
(`

Total
Central Budget
` bn)
(`

Gross
National Income
` bn)
(`

(% of
GNI)

(% of
Central
Budget

2014-15

1,103.51

17,948.91

104,122.8

1.06

6.15

2015-16

966.49

17,774.77

112.463.05

0.86

5.44

2016-17

926.66

19,780.6

120,347.13

0.77

4.68

2017-18

796.85

21,467.34

128,350.04

0.62

3.71

The share of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, a national programme for universal elementary education,
in the total allocation dropped to 29 per cent in 2017-18 from 31 per cent in 2016-17, which
was two per cent less than the previous year, as per an analysis by New Delhi-based think
tank Centre for Policy Research (CPR).
Per-student allocation (based on the 2015 enrolment) to the programme increased by 17 per
cent in 2016-17 to Rs 6,350 from Rs 5,424 in 2015-16 as enrolment in government schools fell
two per cent between 2014 and 2015, the CPR analysis said. The allocation remains below the
Human Resource and Development Ministry’s estimate, with the Centre releasing Rs 225 billion
in 2016-17 against a demand of Rs 550 billion.
Funds released as the share of approved budget on Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
— an integrated national programme for secondary schools — have decreased from 78 per cent
in 2015-16 to 54 per cent in 2016-17 (till December 5, 2017), showed the CPR study.
Consequently, expenditure as a proportion of funds available rose from 74 per cent in 201516 to 94 per cent in 2016-17 and 78 per cent till November 30, 2017.
—Business Standard, February 5, 2018
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‘BOOKS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A PART OF MY LIFE; IT
WAS HOW WE WERE RAISED’
She started off as an actor (with Barsaat in 1995) but Twinkle Khanna never got too attracted
to the glitzy world of Bollywood. Now, of course, she has changed gear and turned into an
accomplished author, with successful books such as Mrs. Funny bones and The Legend of
Lakshmi Prasad.
“Books have always been a part of my life . And it was also about the way we were raised.
My sister (Rinke Khanna) probably reads as much as me. My mother (Dimple Kapadia, actor)
is also a voracious reader, so we were raised in that kind of an environment,” says Twinkle,
adding that “very few people who write have not been writing their entire lives”.
Sharing that she used to write poems during her teen years, Twinkle says she had “written
half a book by the time I was 18-19”. She adds, “In fact, I have a card from an old school friend
where she had written something about how my poems and I should get tomatoes thrown at,
and people should throw eggs at my face (laughs) .It was a birthday card and all of us have
such funny friends.”
Although reading was always a big part of her growing up years, Twinkle feels that reading,
for actors, was considered “very strange especially since people don’t look at Bollywood that
way”. “But my father (late Rajesh Khanna, a Hindi cinema legend) was a big reader. In fact,
when I was collecting all his things (after he passed away), he had Atlas Shrugged and
Fountainhead (both written by Ayn Rand) on his bedside table in which he had underlined
paragraphs and used bookmarks,” she says. Interestingly, Twinkle calls all of it “a family trait”.
“As children, we don’t really listen to what our parents are saying, but we are surely watching
what they are doing and I think we grew up like that,” says the actor writer, who has turned
producer with her husband Akshay Kumar’s latest film, Pad Man. But isn’t writing a very
personal space compared to acting?
“I think writing is something where you can still hide behind words, whereas in acting, you
have to have zero defences. Also for someone like me, who was born in this fish bowl,
everybody thinks, ‘How can you not like being an actress?’ But if you have grown up eating
jalebi from the time you were born, you may want to eat barfi, but nobody thinks of that,”
says Twinkle, adding that for her, “there is no comparison” between writing and acting.
—Hindustan Times, February 13, 2018

NCERT UPDATES TEXTBOOK FOR 2018-19 ACADEMIC
SESSION: 1 CRORE BOOKS OBSOLETE
Come the 2018-19 academic session, close to one crore unsold NCERT textbooks will become
obsolete as texts are being updated for the upcoming year.
While textbooks becoming redundant on updation is nothing new, what’s unusual is NCERT’s
huge inventory of unsold books. “A rough estimate suggests that Rs 25-30 crore worth of books
will become obsolete in the new academic session,” said a senior National Council of
Educational Research and Training official.
This is the first major updation of NCERT books in seven years involving all texts. Last year,
NCERT commissioned a print run for 4.6 crore textbooks. HRD ministry sources said nearly
a crore of these books have remained unsold.
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FATE OF UNSOLD BOOKS UNKNOWN
According to NCERT sources, the number
of redundant books could be more than a
crore. The final count will be known only
after the council receives data of unsold
books sent to various locations and dealers.
In 2013, it was decided that data in the
textbooks will be updated annually.
However, the ongoing updation is a bigger
exercise. It was also decided that the
council while ordering new editions would
keep a cushion so as to avoid scarcity of
books. “While books of previous print run
becoming obsolete is nothing new, the
2017-18 cushion seems unusually high,
resulting in a bigger loss to the exchequer,”
said an official on condition of anonymity.
On February 8, 2018, TOI had emailed a detailed questionnaire to the director and spokesperson
of NCERT seeking answers on the criteria based on which the print run is decided and the
cushion usually kept each year. The council was also asked about the fate of the unsold books
from the 2017-18 reprint. However, no response was received from the council.
NCERT has started taking online requisitions from 2016. In August 2017, it launched a portal
for schools and individuals to raise indents for textbooks.
This year so far, NCERT has commissioned a print run of 5.6 crore textbooks against a
requisition of 2.6 crore books by schools and individuals through the online mode. The news
books are likely to be available by March-end or the first week of April 2018.
—Times of India, February 21, 2018

MUMBAI’S ICONIC TINY STRAND BOOKSTORE TO
SHUT AFTER 70 YEARS
Long years before books were marketed like artisanal soap and lit fests became as commonplace
as fashion week, a little shop in Mumbai’s Fort district had figured out how to hook the reader.
Strand Book Stall managed to attract book lovers from not just the city, but across the country.
And it didn’t even have a coffee shop.
Strand finally pulls its shutters down on February 27 after 70 years. But in many ways, the
shop had started dying nine years ago when its passionate proprietor, the twinkle-eyed
T.N. Shanbhag, passed away and with him the famous line, “Hardbound book at paperback
prices…” Whether or not it was a great book — for Shanbhag was known to have a way with
dispensing remainder stock from international publishers — the buyer instantly felt compelled
to buy it.
Indeed, that winning combination of passion and discount had made Strand a must-do stop
for any reader, almost as if by being in there one osmotically became a person of letters. In
the days of black and white newsprint, the senior editors of The Times of India would go to
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Strand after lunch, browse and catch up with Shanbhag, and then stroll back through the arched
arcades of DN Road as part of their daily constitutional. Shanbhag used to say about a former
Times editor, “Sham Lal’s wife hated me because he spent all his time and money on books.”
Over the years, Strand had footfalls from India’s top journalists, thinkers and writers, many
of whom found their reading lists here which went on to shape their work and lives. “I’ve seen
Dr. Manmohan Singh, when he was RBI governor, come and sit there, have a cup of coffee
and select 50-100 books,” said historian Deepak Rao.
Writer Kiran Nagarkar has known about the bookstall since it was in the premises of Colaba’s
Strand Cinema. Started in 1948, it shifted location in the 1950s. “By the time I’d finished my
schooling, he (Shanbhag) had found his place near PM Road. That’s where I first came across
the biographies of Ho Chí Minh and Fidel Castro. It was at Strand that I discovered for the
first time there’s no country in the world that has played havoc with the democracies of nations
like the US. I came to know about authors and books I would have never have known through
Strand – Kaputt by Curzio Malaparte or The Fish Can Sing by Halldór Laxness,” Nagarkar said.
Delhi-based publisher and novelist David Davidar recalled, “When I was in my early 20s I lived
and worked in Bombay and was a frequent visitor to Strand where Mr Shanbhag would give
impoverished journalists such as myself abundant credit to buy the books we craved.”
Some former employees said that within a few months after Shanbhag’s passing, they were
advised to stop offering the famous discount. Some felt let down by his successors and left
the charming musty haven with heavy hearts to work in other bookstores, attempting the same
discount-with-a-smile, while countering the onslaught of the online selling monster. One longtime ex-employee wistfully said, “Strand was a brand; it could easily have been sustained.”
While over the years, a lot of people shifted allegiance to other stores or to Amazon and Kindle,
perhaps even with the slight guilt of an ex-lover, the cramped store remained one of the city’s
landmarks. Many old-timers will mourn its passing, much like Rhythm House in Kala Ghoda
or Café Naaz at Hanging Gardens, or the stone chimneys that punctuated the city before chrome
and glass brazenly took over. For the next seven days, after he finishes lectures at Sir JJ College
of Architecture, associate professor Y D Pitkar will be making a pit stop at Strand. As someone
buying books here for 40 years, Pitkar has fond memories of Shanbhag’s “good smile” and the
store’s tactile bounty of rare books. An old-school book lover who loves to touch, feel and smell
books, Pitkar finds it hard to graduate to buying ebooks. “You can’t smell books online,” Pitkar
said.
While pursuing his MBA at Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management Studies in 1972, Sam
Balsara, chairman of ad agency Madison World, used to frequent Strand for hard-to-find
management books. “I was always amazed at how the staff could pull out the right book from
the right shelf,” Balsara said, recalling that the arrangement of books at the store didn’t make
navigation easy.
Author Amish Tripathi, whose school Cathedral & John Connon was a stone’s throw away,
would scour the shop for history books. “Unlike other book shops that used to store books
and music CDs, Strand was a pure bookshop,” he said. Like the typewriter and fountain pen,
Strand may have lost its USP a while ago. But it has remained a beloved word for those who
cherish a world in which, at least sometimes, everything doesn’t have a point.
—Times of India, February 22, 2018
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INDIA’S FIRST BOOK FAIR RETURNS AFTER 100 YEARS
Long lost in the pages of history, India’s first book exhibition held in Kolkata under the watchful
eyes of Rabindranath Tagore, Lala Lajpat Rai, Gurudas Banerjee, Bepinchandra Pal, Satish
Mukherjee (founder of Dawn Society), Dr Nil Ratan Sarkar, Rashbehari Ghosh, Chittaranjan
Das, Aurobindo Ghosh and many others has been resurrected after 100 years.

The exhibition was held in 1918 at College Street, the hub of West Bengal’s learning
and publishing industry.

The exhibition was held in 1918 at College Street, the hub of West Bengal’s learning and
publishing industry. It was also the first of its kind in the country. The centenary is being
celebrated with a modest book fair organised at the Jadavpur campus of National Council of
Education (NCE) which is a part of the campus of Jadavpur University. NCE started the
movement to spread science and technical education on national lines and under national
control to counter education and trade policies of the British government.
“Among the publishers you see here today, Motilal Banarasidass Publishers from Benaras and
Basumati from Kolkata participated even in 1918. It was the country’s first book fair. The NCE
however called it book exhibition,” said veteran academician and a former vice chancellor of
Vidyasagar University Ananda Deb Mukherjee.
Nearing 80 but still active, Mukherjee serves the NCE as general secretary. The council runs
a school and several institutes.
Formally set up in 1906 following the plan to bifurcate Bengal that prompted people to boycott
factory-made products from Britain, NCE was actually the first to raise the ‘make in India’
slogan.
Incidentally, Kolkata hosts the world’s largest book fair in terms of footfall. Kolkata
International Book Fair organised by the Publishers and Booksellers Guild in the second half
of January attracts more than 2.5 million visitors. (In 2018 the 42nd fair was held in Salt Lake.)
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“In 1906 great souls set up the Bengal Technical Institute. The same year, Bengal National
College and School were also set up with Aurobindo Ghosh as principal,” said Ananda Deb
Mukherjee.
“We are all volunteers at NCE and, following the principles of the founding fathers, we don’t
accept any monetary help from the government. It was necessary to organize this book fair
and many publishers such as Oxford responded. Sadly, the present generation of students
doesn’t know that in 1908 the city witnessed its first industrial fair as well. Instruments, tools
and machines manufactured at Bengal National College were exhibited,” said Mukherjee.
To help researchers and spread awareness among youths, NCE has reprinted ‘Education for
Industrialisation’ that noted economist Benoy Kumar Sarkar wrote in 1946. “The book was
almost forgotten by people. Prof Sarkar was a student and later a teacher at Bengal National
College. He chronicled the history of Bengal Technical Institute and how it became the College
of Engineering and Technology at Jadavpur which gradually evolved into Jadavpur University
in the 1950s. During Independence the college was headed by the legendary Dr Triguna Sen,”
said Mukherjee, himself a former student.
In his book, prof Sarkar narrated how students from the College of Engineering and Technology
excelled in various fields in countries across the world and how the British government was
compelled to relax its reservations about allowing them into colleges in England.
During WW II American engineers and army officers took keen interest in the works of the
alumni and paid visits to Jadavpur. So did top industrialists such as G D Birla.
In 1945, Jawaharlal Nehru delivered the convocation address before a 5000-strong audience
comprising American, British and French visitors, wrote prof. Sarkar who was a member of
think-tank bodies in England, France, Germany, Czech Republic, Italy, Poland and China.
—Hindustan Times, February 25, 2018

UNIVERSITIES WILL NOW HAVE TO COMPETE
FOR FUNDS
Bagging grants from the Centre will require universities and colleges to compete amongst
themselves. Facilities given to students, teacher absenteeism, laboratories, libraries, placements
held, will all matter for getting grants.
The Cabinet cleared the second phase of the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyaan (RUSA)
on Wednesday with a new mandate, “grants to be given on challenge mode”.
The scheme that was first launched at the start of the XII five-year plan to revitalise state
institutes will be extended till 2020 and it proposed an expenditure of Rs 9,604 crore. To improve
the quality of state universities, a new component ‘Enhancing Quality and Excellence in select
State Universities’ will support 10 state varsities (3.51 and above in NAAC score) will be
supported with Rs 100 crore each.
Similarly, to improve the quality of colleges a new component Enhancing Quality and
Excellence in Autonomous colleges’ will support 70 colleges (3.51 and above in NAAC score)
with Rs 5 crores each. In addition, 70 degree colleges will be set up by giving Rs 12 crore each
and 75 colleges will be granted Rs 4 crore each and upgraded to model degree colleges.
—The Times of India, March 22, 2018

22

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 31

STUDENT A CAPPELLA GROUPS SHOW OFF VOCAL
SKILLS AT GREATER NOIDA’S MUSIC INSTITUTE*
Friday started on a musical note at the Global Music Institute in Greater Noida when a cappella
groups from ten Delhi colleges came together to take part in an inter-college competition called
‘Pitch, Please!’. The colleges included Lady Shri Ram, Jesus and Mary, Shaheed Sukhdev
College of Business Studies, Shiv Nadar University, among others.
‘It’s a pleasure to see prestigious colleges come together to perform a capella’.
Susan Thomas, who is pursuing History (Hons)
from Jesus and Mary College, said, “Events like
these make us believe in our abilities. Most
people don’t know what a cappella is, so it gives
me great pleasure to see so many prestigious
colleges come together and bring alive this art.”
Sange Tungon, a student from LSR, whose team
won at the competition, said, “I am part of my
college’s western music society for the past three
years and it’s fun to be part of the group. Today’s
competition was great, we enjoyed and learned
a lot.”
Arjun Gurung, a third year student of Bachelors
of Management Studies from Shaheed Sukhdev
College of Business Studies, said, “After taking part in every competition, my group members
and I ponder on the mistakes we made. Though we were second runners-up in this competition,
we will try and win it next time. It was a great opportunity to learn as we got some amazing
feedback from professionals. I think my college should also organize such events as it gives
a platform to budding artists.”
‘Noida’s open spaces help musicians focus’
Aditya Balani, Founder and Director of the
music institute, said, “This is the first time we
are organising an cappella competition. Our
college’s faculty judged the competition based
on criteria like stage presence, team work and
vocal techniques.” Luiza Sales, voice faculty
at the institute, said, “It is nice to see students
from different colleges take part in this
competition. We judged the students on many
criteria, but what mattered the most was how
the audience felt after listening to their
performance.” She added, “Noida has many
universities, and thanks to the many open areas here, the city gives musicians a chance to focus.
I see the reflection in my practice too as I am able to concentrate well here.”
—Noida Times (The Times of India), March 19, 2018
* We, at Federation have the honour to rehash this article, as the founder, director of the music institute,
Aditya Balani, is the son of our Federation’s member and past president, Kailash Balani.
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CREAKING SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE HITTING
KIDS’ LEARNING
Poor school infrastructure has emerged as a key factor why children are “not learning” in
government and government-aided schools across the country. A state-wise analysis of the
National Achievement Survey 2017 for classes III, V and VIII has highlighted that not only do
school buildings need significant repair, the learning environment also doesn’t seem to be too
conducive for teachers burdened by work overload, lack of drinking water and toilet facilities.
In some state as high as 58% of the school buildings need significant repair, while nearly a
quarter of the government and aided schools lacks drinking water and toilet facilities, as
captured in the survey.
TOI had in one of the most comprehensive analysis of the NAS 2017 on February 24, 2018,
highlighted how staff crunch, crowded classrooms and inadequate funds are to blame for poor
learning outcomes in government schools as captured in the survey. The state-wise analysis
was finalised by NCERT and submitted to the ministry of human resource development
recently, a copy of which is with TOI.
While across states, over 95% students like coming to school - a large number of students find
the travel difficult. Lack of electricity at many schools is also one of the major factors highlighted
by teachers in the survey.
Reading between the lines from the 700-district study which was released by the NCERT in
December 2017, TOI found that students are learning less as they move to higher classes, a
survey of over 2.2 lakh students in government schools in over 700 districts shows. On average,
a class VIII student could barely answer 40% of the questions in maths, science and social
studies. The national average score for language was a little better at about 56%.
The findings raise doubts about the demographic dividend India hopes to reap because of a
young population. Educationists, experts and rights’ activists are not surprised. They say this
is a result of insufficient investment in public education and the government’s inability to
implement the Right to Education Act (RTE) in letter and spirit.
The state-wise analysis, a copy of which has been accessed by TOI from the MHRD, for example
revealed that 58% of the schools in Arunachal Pradesh, 43% in Assam, 35% in Uttar Pradesh,
30% in Bihar and Madhya Pradesh are in need of significant repair of the buildings.
Similarly, even some basic necessities like drinking water and toilet facilities are still lacking
in large number of state-funded schools across the country. In Uttar Pradesh, which TOI earlier
highlighted as having the maximum number of worst performing districts in the learning
outcome, 24% teachers responded saying there is lack of drinking water facilities, while 29%
highlighted the lack of toilet facilities and 39% said there is lack of electricity in schools.
Likewise, in West Bengal, 26% teachers said there is lack of drinking water and toilet facilities,
while 9% of them said there is lack of electricity.
—The Times of India, March 22, 2018
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PLAGIARISM IN RESEARCH COULD COST
DEGREES, JOBS
Student researchers who plagiarise may lose their registration and teachers who do could lose
their jobs with the University Grants Commission (UGC) approving a draft regulation on
plagiarism which will be notified after approval by the human resource development ministry.
Plagiarism in higher academia is a huge problem in India and UGC, the apex body of higher
education institutions, has been threatening to come out with a plagiarism law for several years
now. It finally approved the UGC (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism in Higher Education Institutions) regulations 2018 in its meeting held on March
20. Hindustan Times has seen the minutes of the meeting.
The law prescribes graded punishment for plagiarism.
The draft rules for students states that in non-core areas, plagiarism of up to 10% would not
invite any penalty while that of between 10% and 40% would mean the students will have
to submit a revised research paper within six months.
In case the similarities are between 40% and 60%, students will be debarred from submitting
a revised paper for one year. A student’s registration for a programme will be cancelled if the
similarities are above 60%.
Teachers whose academic and research papers have similarities ranging from 10% to 40% with
other papers will be asked to withdraw the manuscript. In case the similarities are between
40% and 60%, they will not be allowed to supervise new Masters/ MPhil/PhD students for
two years and will also be denied the right to one annual increment.
In case of repeat plagiarism of over 60% similarity, the faculty members will be suspended,
even dismissed.
“I am all for checking plagiarism which is indeed a problem in India within academia. We
have very lax standards on this count and that is what seems to have prompted government
to propose such a law. It would have been better if universities had strong internal mechanisms
as in so many other countries,” said Dinesh Singh, former vice-chancellor of Delhi University.
India has been witness to several plagiarism charges against central university vice-chancellors
and teachers in the past few years. Pondicherry University V-C Chandra Krishnamurthy quit
in 2016 after a prolonged stand-off with the HRD ministry, following allegations that she
plagiarized large parts of a book mentioned in her resume. The most celebrated case is that
of BS Rajput, the VC of Kuamon University, who was a serial plagiarist; eventually, seven
Stanford University professors wrote to then President APJ Abdul Kalam about him.
According to UGC, all higher educational institutions will have to develop a policy on
plagiarism and get it approved by relevant statutory bodies/authorities and display it on their
websites. In September last year, UGC formed a committee and sought public feedback on a
proposed plagiarism policy in September. “Meantime, a communication was received from the
MHRD on implementation of the reforms proposed in a meeting taken by the Principal
secretary to the Prime Minister on 16 September 2017 regarding reform in higher education.
One of the action points mentioned in the meeting was related to the regulation on plagiarism
wherein it was desired that UGC should also consult with IITs and IIMs for uniformity in
regulation on anti-plagiarism,” reads the minutes of the meeting. Many of the Indian Institutes
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 31
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of Technology and the Indian Institutes of Management have stringent anti-plagiarism policies.
Some even use software to identify instances of plagiarism in student submissions.
According to UGC, all departments in higher educational institutions will notify a
departmental academic integrity panel (DAIP) which will investigate the matters and will
submit its recommendations to the Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (IAIP) of the higher
educational institution.
—Hindustan Times, April 3, 2018

“You think your pain and your heartbreak are unprecedented in the history of the world,
but then you read. It was books that taught me that the things that tormented me most
were the very things that connected me with all the people who were alive, who had
ever been alive.”
—James Baldwin

❍ ❍ ❍
“The books that the world calls immoral are books that show the world its own
shame.”
—Oscar Wilde in The Picture of Dorian Gray

❍ ❍ ❍
“Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because
they tell us that dragons can be beaten.”
—Neil Gaiman in Coraline (print by Aenaon Art Work)

❍ ❍ ❍
“I love books. I adore everything about them. I love the feel of the pages on my
fingertips. They are light enough to carry, yet so heavy with worlds and ideas. I love
the sound of the pages flicking against my fingers. Print against fingerprints. Books
make people quiet, yet they are so loud.”
—Nnedi Okorafor in The Book of Phoenix

❍ ❍ ❍
“Books are mirrors: you only see in them what you already have inside you.”
—Carlos Ruiz Zafón in The Shadow of the Wind
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TRIBUTE TO A PEERLESS SOUL

T

here are people who spread happiness wherever they go. Dr.
N. Subrahmanyam was one such person. Dr. N.
Subrahmanyam has worked as a lecturer in Ruparel College,
Mumbai. He also worked with TM-H and Bureau Veritas for some
time. He was consultant with a few publishers and distributors,
on a voluntary basis, helping the young aspirants for publishing
trade.
Dr. N. Subrahmanyam fondly known as ‘Subbu’ was a man of
intellectual brilliance, his compassion, his leadership quality, his
character, values and other great attributes have influenced a
large number of lives. People close to him in his personal as well
as official life have come in a state of great shock after listening
the sad news of his demise. Many people are struck by memories
of his simplicity, absence of malice or anger or harshness in his veins, his concern for those
around him and his thoughtfulness.
In short, a wide spectrum of people, will remember some episodes, events or moments when
he touched their lives and made it better. We will miss Mr. Subbu, and we will never forget
him for who he was – a shining light whose brilliance we can count upon to inspire us to be
better individuals.
He stood like a colossus amongst his colleagues, peers and friends. His ability to intelligently
dissect, analyse and suggest solutions to a cross-section of problems and situations was
uncanny, stemming obviously from his intellectual prowess, vast knowledge and his researchoriented background. His command over the English language was remarkable. His stamina
and strength was inspirational and motivating. His equanimity in times of crisis was amazing.
To those who knew him, these and many others, stood out like beacons.
We all, at Federation pray God to bestow on peace to the departed soul of Subbu.

The death is the inevitable phenomenon! Whosoever has come to life will go but the departure
of those beloved persons who have happily lived with us for a long time is undoubtedly the
painful occurrence. We, at Federation express grief and condole the death of the following
fraternity members:
• Shri Dina Nath Malhotra, President Emeritus, FIP and Chairman, Hind Pocket Books Pvt.
Ltd., a veteran publisher and one of the founder members of FIP, who left for his heavenly
abode on December 13, 2017.
• Mr. Amit Bhargava of Taxmann Publications Pvt. Ltd., who left for his heavenly abode on
January 1, 2018.
• Mr. Shiv Kumar, former Executive Secretary of FPBAI, who left for his heavenly abode on
January 31, 2018.
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BENEFITS OF ADVERTISING IN
FPBAI NEWSLETTER
Your Advertisement Reaches To
PRIVATE SECTOR
1.

All members of FPBAI;

2.

FPBAI Members’ Branches across India;

3.

State Associations affiliated to FPBAI;

4.

President of FIP, FEPI.
GOVERNMENT SECTOR

1.

Hon’ble President of India; Prime Minister of India; Chief Minister of Delhi;

2.

Concerned Union Ministers; Senior Officers of Union & State Government;

3.

Vice Chancellors/Registrars of renowned national Universities; Directors of important
Educational Institutions, and Libraries in India.
NON. GOVT. SECTOR
NBT; FICCI; CAPEXIL; CII, AICTE, IRRO etc.
OTHERS

1.

Renowned National & International Banks in India;

2.

National Insurance Companies in India;

3.

High Commissions/Embassies in India;

4.

International Organisations in India

B.

If you send one page-advertisement at your expenditure to the above addressees, your
cost will be approximately `30,000/- (including cost of stationery, printing, and
postage).

C. We send your one-full-page 4-coloured-advertisement to the above addressees, in one
of the best, and vastly read Newsletter, published by FPBAI, for a cost of `10,000/-.

You save: `20,000/✰ ✰ ✰

Advertisement in FPBAI Newsletter always pays rich dividends.
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Award winning books from Speaking Tiger

9789385288920
Hardback
Price INR 799

9789386338907
Hardback
Price INR 599

9789386050571
Hardback
Price INR 350

9789385288906
Paperback
Price INR 350

Oxford Bookstore Book
Cover Prize 2018

Atta Galatta Award for Best
Non-Fiction—English, 2017

Tata Literature Live! Book of
the Year Fiction Award, 2017

M. M. Bennetts Award for
Historical Fiction, 2016

9789386050755
Paperback
Price INR 699

15th Raymond
Crossword Book Award
2017 in the fiction
category

9788193314128
Hardback
Price INR 250
Publishing Next Award
Children’s Book of the
Year—English, 2017

Speaking Tiger Publishing Pvt Ltd
4381/4 Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi 110002, India
Phone: +91-11-47472600; E-mail: customerservice@speakingtiger.com
DELHI ◆ MUMBAI ◆ BENGALURU ◆ KOLKATA ◆ GUWAHATI ◆ CHENNAI ◆ HYDERABAD

www.speakingtigerbooks.com

SAKSHAM- Limiting Limitations
Saksham was established in 2003 under the leadership of Mr. Dipendra Manocha and Ms. Rummi K. Seth, with the sole purpose of
empowering persons with blindness. It plays a key role in advocacy and acts as a service provider in the field of rehabilitation, education,
training and assistive technology. In addition to a school for children with visual impairment and multiple disabilities, it runs a
distribution center of assistive aids and appliances for education, mobility, and independent living. We run several projects with the aim
to empower persons with visual impairment and to build a sensitized and motivated society that acknowledges the value of
interdependence and appreciates the abilities of persons with disabilities and willingly provides equal opportunities for all. Below projects
will highlight the kind of work organization is doing
Accessible books Library
Most of the reading material is produced as printed letters, which cannot be read by persons with blindness or low vision. Talking
books and Talking magazines are a very important means for bringing the printed world to the visually impaired.
Recording in Digital Access Information System known as (DAISY), provides a unique navigational system through which a reader
can easily and quickly, access the material not only chapter wise, section wise or subsection wise, but also page wise. In other words,
he/she can reach the required heading/page/section almost effortlessly within no time. This system is economical as well as portable.
These recorded books can be preserved for an unlimited period and can also be upgraded easily. These books are produced on CDs and
can be read on mp3 players, mobile phones or on the computer. These can be transmitted over the internet too.
To end the book famine faced by people with print disabilities an online library has been formed where people with print disabilities
have equal access to information and knowledge without delay or additional expense in their own language.The initiative of the first
online accessible library for persons with print disability was taken by Saksham and Daisy Forum of India which was later taken by the
Government of India. Saksham is actively producing thousands of audio described books and putting it online so that persons with the
print disability could access those books. The aim of the talking book Digital Library is to provide the full range of materials in
DAISY format.

Smart Cane
SmartCane device is an electronic travel Aid for persons with
blindness jointly developed by IIT Delhi, Saksham and Phoenix
Medical Systems with the support of Wellcome Trust. It fits on
a normal white cane and informs user about the presence of
obstacles from knee to head height within a distance of 3 meters.
It was released to people in March 2014

Assistive Technology Solution Centre
Saksham has started in 2003, a one-stop centre for Aids
and Appliances For Persons With Low Vision/ Vision
Impairment Disabilities in 2003.
Saksham provides them assertive devices such as
smartcane, daisy player, laptops, talking devices like
talking thermometer, talking calculator and etc.as we
believe technology can be the best way to limit their
limitations. The organization not only provides them
these devices but also train them to use it in their day to
day life under our project Technology Solution
Centre.

Audio Described Movies
Audio description is additional narration that translates images
or other visual information or non-dialogue portions of film
into spoken words so that people who are blind or visually
impaired can access, enjoy and learn from works of popular
cultural and educational importance.

Saksham Resource Centre
Saksham established the Saksham School in Noida in the year 2006 with 5
children. The school has 60 to 90 children enrolled every year since then.
The school has experienced special educators, speech therapist, occupational
therapist, functional assessment and sensory stimulation rooms. In the
school, teachers give personal attention to children with multiple disabilities
who have special needs. School also runs a vocational training centre for
special children and Infant to toddler program which caters to the overall
development of the child and support to the parent and the extended family.
Pre-Integration Program is another program in which children with only
visual impairment go through functional academic training,.

486, Double Storey, New Rajender Nagar New Delhi -110060 Ph. no.: 011-42411015, 011-45793601
Email: info@saksham.org, dipendra.manocha@gmail.com Website: www.saksham.org
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Viva Books
What you read
Is what you are
WE REPRESENT / STOCK

Viva Books Private Limited
4737/23, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi-110 002
Tel 42242200-30 Fax 42242240
New Delhi | Mumbai | Chennai | Kolkata | Bengaluru | Hyderabad | Kochi | Guwaha

www.vivagroupindia.com

