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EDITORIAL

D

ear Friends,

The draft National Education Policy, 2019, is out in the public domain.
The policy formulated by the Government of India is aimed to promote
education amongst people of India. The advancement of this policy is
through the medium of books. Imagine, what would have happened
if the intellectuals, scientists and technocrats had not documented their
studies and researches in the shape of books. Nothing can add to our
intellect more than reading a book. However, I am observing that as of
today books are facing multiple challenges, for which we have to be
proactive to protect this precious possession.
The dangers from the digital invasion cannot be overruled. The cost of
paper has been increasing regularly badly impacting the cost of
printing. It is a critical issue for which we at Federation are raising our voice. Libraries play
a vital role in preserving the books and spreading knowledge. The library acts as one’s teacher,
counsellor, friend and therapist from where you derive the food of knowledge. It is a hub of
knowledge ranging from history, philosophy, geography, general science, medical science,
technology, etc. The Greeks said that a library is the ‘repository medicine’ for the intellectual
and creative mind. Albert Einstein once said, “The only thing that you absolutely have to know
is the location of the library.” Whereas, the million dollar question is that libraries are not
getting sufficient funds from the government to purchase the books. As such, the presence of
library in our society has not been able to contribute for the purpose it was brought to custom.
Eversince, the publishing industry came into being, it had not been subject to commercial taxes,
such as sales tax or VAT. Even according to HSN Code no 4901, GST is exempted on printing
books, including Braille books. However, the fact remains that the ghost of GST has not spared
the publishing industry, albeit indirectly, as 18% GST is covered on freelance services of copy
editors, illustrators and proof-readers; as well as 12% GST on authors’ royalty. In the result
of the above, quite many well-established publishing houses have either been closed or are
at the verge of closing down.
The phenomenon of charging GST on paper, printing, binding and packaging also impacts
upon the cost of publishing. Furthermore, the Finance Minister has recently imposed 5%
custom duty on imported books which is a nightmare for the book trade. We, at Federation
are putting hard our efforts to get-rid-of this unjustified taxation.
You must have observed that during World Book Fair at Pragati Maidan, four to five books
are sold outside the venue of the book fair at an amount of Rs. 100/-; whereas, inside the venue
same books cost many times more. Some members have reported to us that even pirated books
are sold outside the venue of book fair. The presence of such hawkers of the books on way
to main venue gives a bad impression to the foreign visitors and participants.
I hope that the averments as mentioned above will be taken seriously by one and all.

S.C. Sethi
Editor
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THE GREAT THOUGHTS
ON LIFE
Dream as if you’ll live forever, and live as if you’ll die tomorrow.

✬ ✬ ✬
There are two things to aim in life: first, to get what you want; and after that, to enjoy it. Only the wisest
of mankind achieves the second.
✬ ✬ ✬
The mystery of life is born with us, but is not solved with our death. It is buried in the heart of every
being that dies.

✬ ✬ ✬
Life is divided into three terms that which was, which is, and which will be. Let us learn from the past,
to profit by the present, to live better for the future.
—Contributed by S.C. Sethi

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 32, Issue 03

3

REVISED TERMS OF SUPPLY FOR PRINT JOURNALS AND
E-RESOURCES BY APPROVED INDIAN VENDORS OF GOC
(1) No discount on publishers’ prices fixed for Indian journal subscribers.
(2) Conversion rates as per latest GOC circular prevailing on the date of billing only.
(3) Bills to remain valid for 30 days from the date of bill. Supplementary bills shall be
raised in case there is any difference in the price as charged by the Publishers or if
there is a delay in payment beyond the period as recommended above.
(4) Full advance payment to be made against all journal bills.
(5) Claims for missing issues of journals to be made within 90 days of the publication of
the issue in case it is supplied directly by the publisher to the end user. In case of claims
beyond 90 days of publication, if rejected by the publisher, the agent will not be held
responsible for refund. No penal interest is payable on stray missing issues. In case
of delivery from the agent, the supply will be reviewed every quarter between the
library and the agent. All legitimate claims from customers to be settled by the vendors
within one and a half year from the date of receipt of payment. However, this would
not include titles which are published behind schedule.
(6) The customer should not insist on acknowledgements for receipt of payment from the
publishers when orders are routed through approved vendors of GOC. Most
publishers do not have a system of sending such acknowledgements.
(7) All subscriptions are subject to full advance payment only. No monthly, quarterly or
half yearly payment will be accepted by the approved vendors from the institutes.
(8) All institutional customers are advised to route their requirement through the
approved vendors of GOC and not directly through foreign publishers.
(9) In case of any grievance regarding subscription orders placed through a GOC
approved agent, institutions/end customers are free to bring forth their complaint
directly to the GOC for amicable settlement.
The Chairmen GOC shall have the right to initiate action against the GOC approved
agent if found indulging in an unethical or unfair business practice with the customer.

S.C. Sethi
Chairman-GOC
4
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The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India

APPEAL
Before
VICE-CHANCELLORS,
HEADS OF INSTITUTES, LIBRARIANS
We acknowledge with thanks the support from the directors of academic institutes, vice
chancellors of universities and librarians for purchasing the books/journals from the
registered members of Good Offices Committee (GOC).
It may however be pointed out that from time to time, we have been receiving complaints
from certain quarters, against some suppliers, for missing or non-supply of journals. We feel
pleasure to inform you that every time we received such complaints, we have taken strict and
timely action on complaints received from your fraternity.
The action has been taken to the extent of expelling the suppliers from the membership of
GOC as well as Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI). We
therefore request you to kindly purchase the books/journals from the registered members of
the GOC and FPBAI, in the best interest of fair and safe dealings. It may be pointed out that
the FPBAI and GOC do not take any responsibility of an erring vendor who is not the member
of the GOC/FPBAI.
It has been brought to our knowledge that, some non-member library vendors are furnishing
a fake membership certificates of FPBAI, to get themselves empanelled as Vendor for supply
of Books & Journals. To ensure the genuineness of membership, kindly check on our Website
www.fpbai.org or else directly from FPBAI secretariat, Phone number 011-23272845.
We would also appeal to kindly make timely payment to the suppliers on the purchases from
time to time.
You are advised to purchase the books/journals from our approved vendors only so that
in the event of any deficient service, you may seek our help in addressing your problem.
Moreover, we also appeal to the librarians not to emphasise on discount as good quality
books are not available on discount. The books offered on discount are the left-over stock
and purchasing such left-over books is a sheer wastage of governmental funds.

S.C. Sethi
Chairman-GOC
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FPBAI WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
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MBPL Digital Learning Solutions Pvt. Ltd. Delhi
Oncogenomics Life Sciences, Delhi
Bhatt Brothers, Rishikesh (Uttarakhand)
Techno World Book Store, Kolkata
Vallabh Prakashan, Delhi
Purbanchal Books, Guwahati (Assam)
Saurabh Book Depot, Mohali (Punjab)
SRS Library Book Suppliers, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)
Segment Infomedia, Delhi
The New Gateway (Publishers & Distributors), Delhi
Darul Kitab, Srinagar (J & K)
Balaji World of Books, Delhi
Ess Aar Books, Delhi
Aadi Publications, Jaipur (Rajasthan)
Pai & Sons, Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)
D.S.R. Publishers and Distributors, Delhi
Eduzone, Vadodara (Gujarat)
Edusoft IT Solutions Pvt. Ltd. Delhi
Techno World Education, Kolkata
Education World, Indore (MP)
Dev Sahitya Kutir Pvt. Ltd; Kolkata (WB)
CSR Books, Hyderabad (Telangana)
Sushmush Technologies Pvt. Ltd; New Delhi
Shiv Bharti Book Distributors, Allahabad (UP)
Neha Books, Mumbai (Maharashtra)
Bahrisons Booksellers, New Delhi
Motilal Banarasidass Publications, New Delhi
Indra Publishing House, Bhopal (MP)
Vitraag International (Publishers & Distributors), Delhi
Sansrack Publishing Solutions Pvt. Ltd; Chennai (Tamilnadu)
Literary Circle, Jaipur (Rajasthan)
SIEMENS Publishing House, New Delhi
Pearson India Education Services Pvt. Ltd. Chennai (Tamil Nadu)
Digibook Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Bangalore (Karnataka)
Gullybaba Publishing House Pvt. Ltd. Delhi
Media Book Centre, Srinagar (J & K)
Sukla Publishing House, Delhi
Uttam Pustak Kendra, Bikaner (Rajasthan)
Knowledge Warehouse, New Delhi
Abhinav Prakashan, Ajmer (Rajasthan)
New Vardhman Books & Periodicals, Delhi
Arista Publishers (OPC) Pvt. Ltd. Delhi
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REPORT OF 65th ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF FPBAI
he 65th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’
Associations in India (FPBAI) was held on Saturday, September 28, 2019; at Hotel LeMeridien, New Delhi.

T

The AGM was attended by 170 members. Following is the brief account of the meeting, the
details of which have already been circulated to all members.
With regard to election, it may be pointed out that in the 7th ECM held on July 26, 2019, at
Federation office, New Delhi, it was felt by the House in one voice that the present team of
office bearers may continue for the next term also in accordance to the amendment made in
Clause 31(c) read as, “Under normal circumstances, election for the Office Bearers is held every
year. However, if the members of the Executive Committee feel that election should be held
once in two years, they are empowered to decide accordingly.” Accordingly, no election took
place this year.

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME ADDRESS

Standing: Mr. S.C. Sethi delivering the Presidential address.
Sitting on dais: (L to R) Mr. Prashant Jain; Mr. Arunjit Singh; Mr. Pradeep Arora;
Mr. Sunil Sachdev; Mr. Manas Saikia & Mr. Pankaj Bhagawati
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Distinguished members and friends,
I have great pleasure to welcome you all to this 65th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of The
Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI). I am grateful to all
members and guests who have been kind enough to spare their valuable time to be here with
us this evening. I therefore warmly greet you and wish all the best.
Friends, from the depth of my heart, I feel most obliged to all of you for assigning me the
responsibility of Federation’s presidentship during the period under report. With my
experience in industry for more than five decades, I always endeavored to put my best efforts
by using my experience for the promotion of industry in every possible manner.
It may not be possible for me to enumerate as hereunder every activity undertaken by me and
my team members during the entire tenure. However, I am giving a brief account of the work
carried out by myself and my team and hope that the work carried out by us shall come-up
to your entire satisfaction. I am very receptive to ideas which may be beneficial for the industry
and would therefore request you to kindly feed me with the novel ideas at your end.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
During the period under report, eight meetings of Executive Committee were held: out of
which 6 meetings were held at Federation office, New Delhi and two meetings outside Delhi.
The 4th EC meeting took place at Chennai in the month of March. In all 22 members attended
the ECM, out of which 13 were local members and 9 participants went from Delhi to attend
the meeting.
The 8th ECM was held on August 23, 2019, at Hotel Park Regis, Plot No. 1, Golimar Garden,
Amer Road, Near Jal Mahal, Jaipur (Rajasthan). In all there were 19 members who attended
the meeting; 10 from Delhi including the office bearers and 9 were local members of Jaipur.
On reaching the meeting venue, members from Delhi were very well received by Mr. Gopal
Agarwal of ABD Publishers and Mr. Deepak Kumar Jain of Book Enclave and other members.
It was a mirthful and kaleidoscope scene when the affectionate members of Jaipur greeted us
with traditional colourful pagris (turbans) of Rajasthan.
I asked the local members to discuss with me any problem faced by them while carrying out
business in Jaipur. Mr. Gopal Agarwal asked his colleagues about this but all of them said that
they are facing same problems as being faced by other publishers and booksellers all over the
country such as tenders, higher discount and earnest money being demanded by libraries, in
addition to the usual problems like delayed payment, etc; which are commonly faced by the
book trade country wide.
During all the ECMs various sensitive issues were discussed as well as resolved, some of the
salient issues are as follows:-

RUSA ISSUE
The Government of Uttarakhand had circulated instructions tolibraries within their jurisdiction
not to procure books under Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) grant from the
vendors who have not had their office in Uttarakhand for the past 3 years. On this, I wrote
to the HRD Minister; Chief Minister of Uttarakhand; Senior Chief Secretary, Department of
Higher Education, Uttarakhand; Vice Chancellor, Uttarakhand Open University and Vice
Chancellor, Central Library, Doon University, informing them that the impugned Order
Notification no. 869/XXIV (7) 2018/2018 (Dehradun), dated 26/09/2018, of the Government
of Uttarakhand besides being unjustified from principle of reasonableness is arbitrary and
8
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discriminatory, violative of the provisions of the Constitution of India guaranteed under
Articles 14,16,19,21. I specifically mentioned in my letters that every citizen of India is
Constitutionally free to trade and carry out business in/from any part of India whatsoever.
In the result of aforementioned efforts the impugned Notification was withdrawn.

GOC MATTER
I feel sorry to state that many members have been indulging in violation of GOC terms and
conditions, which includes unfair business dealing by vendors with libraries. Recently we
received complaints from libraries against certain vendors that they have neither supplied the
missing journals nor returned the money they had taken from library against those missing
journals. We advised such violating vendors to return the money taken from the library as
this will not only impact adversely on their reputation but also on GOC establishment as well,
because the librarians make a condition before empanelling vendors that they should be a
member of GOC/FPBAI. This phenomenon establishes the fact that the libraries trust the
vendors who are member of the GOC/FPBAI. In case, such members behave unfairly, the
reputation of the GOC/FPBAI will be at stake.

Audience during AGM

NEW DIRECTORIES
Friends, it is for the first time in Federation’s history that an exclusive member’ directory of
Good Offices Committees (GOC) has been published. Since the FPBAI members’ earlier
published directory is outdated; hence, the updated list of FPBAI members is also annexed
in this newly published GOC directory. I would emphasise that the advertisement given in
the directory on minimum cost will give all of you maximum return in term of business
development.

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 32, Issue 03
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These directories provide good opportunity to the members to showcase their product through
the medium of their advertisement as it goes all over India to libraries, academic institutions,
ministries and embassies, etc.
I also made it clear to all members that the directories are self sustaining, in which the expenses
have been covered through advertisements. I thank M/s. Indica Technologies and Services Pvt.
Ltd. Delhi; M/s Balani Infotech Pvt. Ltd. Noida; M/s. Total Library Solutions (India) Pvt. Ltd.
Delhi and Creative Books & Periodicals Pvt. Ltd. Mumbai; for supporting the GOC directory
financially. Copies of the GOC directory were distributed to all members present in the ECM.

SEMINARS
The Federation in its Memorandum of Association vide Articles 8, 17, is committed to organize
seminars to enable the fraternity members update their information on contemporary
developments and latest technologies around the world.
In view of the above, the Federation organized a seminar on Acquisition, Evaluation of
Manuscript and Copy Editing, at Federation office on January 19, 2019. It proved to be a
successful seminar and we got favorable comments and feedback from the participants.
In the series of seminars, the Federation organized the second episode of the seminar at
Federation office on May 31, 2019. The subject of the seminar was ‘Production & Marketing’.
The seminar was organized under the overall supervision of Mr. S.K. Ghai, Chairman-Seminar
Committee. The seminar was divided in two sessions; the first session was deliberated by Mr.
Prabuddha Sircar on ‘Paper, Printing, Binding-Cost’. His lecture was followed by questions
& answers for 30 minutes duration.
The second session, post-lunch was on Marketing. This session was further divided into two
parts. The first session was on Domestic Marketing which was deliberated by Mr. S.C. Sethi,
President-FPBAI.
The second part of the Marketing session was on International Marketing which was
deliberated by Mr. S.K. Ghai; Chairman- Sterling Publishers (P) Ltd. Both parts of the second
session were followed by questions & answers, for of 30 minutes duration. In the end of the
seminar, Mr. S.K. Ghai gave vote of thanks. In all 19 participants attended the programme.

THE NEW DELHI WORLD BOOK FAIR-2019
The New Delhi World Book Fair-2019 was held from January 5 to13, 2019, at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi. As you know the printed books face a huge challenge in the result of digital books.
As such, the conventional book fairs give a promising boost for the promotion of print books.
We were disappointed to see the manner in which the New Delhi World Book Fair was
organized by National Book Trust (NBT) this year. It was organized halfheartedly. However,
we wrote to the organizers in clear manner that they need to ameliorate their working; else
the book fairs of this nature shall prove to be counter-productive.

GST MATTERS
We have been making great efforts to get GST exemption on Authors’ royalty and 5% GST
on e-books as books are books, whether in e-form or the print form, they should be considered
equal from GST exemption point of view. As such, if print books are beyond the purview of
GST, e-books too should be exempted from GST on equal lines. In this regard, we sent
representation to the Finance Minister, HRD Minister of India, Prime Minister of India, who

10
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redirected our communication to Joint Secretary, GST council with whom we have had
repeated discussions on the matter. I appreciate the efforts of Mr. Raj. D. Mirchandani in this
regard.
During the 6th ECM, I requested the Chartered Accountant, Mr. Kapil Jain, CA to explain the
whole issue to the members. The issue was explained by Mr. Kapil Jain, CA that though
currently, printed books (HSN 4901) are exempted from GST, and booksellers and publishers
are not required to get registered under the GST. However, GST on Royalty (Books) is
applicable on Reverse Charge Mechanism (RCM). Due to applicability of RCM on royalty, even
for paying the small amount of royalty (say 500 INR) to authors, publishers are bound to get
registered under GST and to adhere all the formalities of GST. But even after registration under
the GST the publisher does not get the benefit of RCM for royalties paid to authors because
the books already come under the exempt category (HSN Code 4901). Mr. Kapil Jain suggested
necessary action in this regard, which have been circulated to all members

OUR REPRESENTATIONS/MEETINGS
During the 3rd ECM held on January 31, 2019, it was discussed that all Members of Parliament
are being given funds of Rs. 22 Lakhs each to provide to books to schools and other academic
institutions. Subsequently, Mr. KPR Nair of M/s. Konark Publishers (P) Ltd, sent us the
guidelines on Members of Parliament Local Area Development Skills (MPLADS). We
circulated these guidelines to all our members advising them to send their individual
representation to their respective area MPs seeking information about the details of funds spent
on education year-wise.
In February 2019, Libraries Section of Ministry of HRD, vide their letter no. F-28-2/1998-Lib,
(Vol-III), sent us Office Memorandum being a draft proposal: Replacement of the Delivery of
Books and Newspapers (Public Libraries) Act, 1954, with a new namely-Deposit of Books
Serials, Newspapers and Electronic Publication in Libraries Act. We studied the proposed draft
bill carefully and found that the continuing para of Sub Clause (1) (b) of Clause 10, providing
punitive action is objectionable, it being arbitrary, discriminatory and fanciful, which is most
unlikely to be accepted and agreed upon by the large-sized book industry from the principle
of reasonableness.
In April-2019 the Joint Secretary, Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, called a meeting with Federation
and other stakeholders to discuss the challenges faced by the publishers and to protect their
contents available at various medium from
infringement. Mr. Pradeep Arora attended the meeting at Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. The
Focus of the meeting was on the term ‘Fair Use’, which was used in the Delhi High Court
judgment by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Endlaw, in Delhi University case, which had gone in favour
of photocopy shop inside the educational institutions.
To balance the interests of those creating educational materials in India, since Judiciary had
gone in favour of photocopy shops, instead of appealing in Court, we felt appropriate to send
a representation to the legislative department through the Ministry for an addition of the
definition of the word “Fair Use” in the statute law i.e. in The Copyright Act.
The Karnataka Government in order to support the publishers and booksellers as well as the
authors had started the single window purchasing system in the year 2006. Under the scheme
300 copies of the selected books were being purchased and distributed to the librarians of the
State. At that time price fixation based on the quality and size of the paper for the Kannada
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Books, whereas, for the English and other language books discount system was introduced
(20% for the English books and 25% for the other Indian language books) which was well taken
and appreciated by the Federation. But unfortunately the Government vide its Order no. ED
84 Lib 2017 dt. 06/04/2018 has removed the discount system for the English and other Indian
language books and the price fixation system was introduced @ 70 paisa per page, which is
much below the cost of English language and other Indian languages books.
By this Order many of the members of this Federation who publish English and other language
books throughout the country are affected. Generally the English book publishers will keep
a standard price for their books keeping the international market in view. Standard and
established publishers cannot supply the English books according to price fixation system.
Because of this English & Hindi books will not reach the libraries and the quality of the libraries
will affected. We have emphasized that no state in our country is following this type of system
(Price Fixing for the English Books). They follow the discount pattern fixed by the Raja
Rammohun Roy Library Foundation which is supporting the Public Libraries Systems,
financially in the country (including Karnataka State).
In view of the above, we wrote to Chief Minister of Karnataka, under copy to the Chief
Secretary, Govt. of Karnataka, the Principal Secretary, Primary & Secondary Education & Public
Libraries, Dr. P.V. Kumar, Chairman, State Level Book Selection Committee, and the Director,
Department of Public Libraries, to review the Order.

FEDERATION’S CONCERN FOR THE NATION
We, the members of the book industry could not remain untouched with horrific terror attack
at Pulwama that had shaken the Nation on February 14, 2019, in which 44 paramilitary
personnel had lost their lives. What else could have been possible to express our sympathy
and solidarity with the martyrs’ except to contribute a token amount for the welfare of the
martyrs’ families. As such on February 20, 2019, I sent a condolence letter to the Prime Minister
of India on behalf of office bearers and on behalf of all fraternity members of the Federation,
enclosing thereby a token amount of Rs. 2 Lakhs for the welfare of the personnel’s families
from Federation’s account. The PMO had warmly acknowledged the contribution.

FOREIGN REMITTANCES
It has been noticed that over the last year or so some banks are not accepting foreign
remittances for the books received by courier without authorized Bill of Entries documents
(B/E). The courier companies are issuing B/E without proper documentation procedures.
We felt the matter needs to be discussed with officials at RBI and as such appointment will
be fixed shortly with them.

NEPAL SOLICITING OUR HELP
I received a letter from Mr. Likhat Prasad Pandey, President of the National Booksellers’ and
Publishers’ Association of Nepal about the recently imposed 10% custom duty on all books
imported from India thus raising the cost of importing. It is mentioned that, no other country
in South Asia has implemented such duties, following the spirit of the Florence Agreement
of UNESCO which prohibits contracting states from applying customs duties or other charges
on the import of books and publications which might be classified as educational, scientific
and cultural material.

12
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I wrote a letter to the Hon’ble Mr. Yuba Raj Khatiwada, Finance Minister of Nepal to reconsider
the imposition of 10 percent custom duty on books imported, as this is be counterproductive
as books will become costly and scarce. The copy of the letters were sent to Mr. K.P. Sharma
Oli, Prime Minister, Nepal; Mr. Rajan Khanal, Secretary; Mr. Lal Shanker Ghimire, Secretary
(Finance) and Mr. Uttar Kumar Khatri, Joint Secretary, Spokesperson and Information Officer.
This was done in response to a letter received from Mr. Likhat Prasad Pandey, President of
the National Booksellers’ and Publishers’ Association of Nepal.

EPZ ISSUE
Another issue is of books printed in EPZ which are not easily accepted for payment in foreign
exchange by some banks because of lack of proper documentation through the Commissioner
of MEPZ. We have in the recent past contacted the Commissioner of MEPZ and they confirm
that nothing further can be provided. We feel this matter also needs to be discussed with the
appropriate authorities at the RBI.

ABOUT CUSTOM DUTY ON CHILDREN’S BOOKS
Another issue is about Customs duty levied on children’s books by the government because
many children books are now being published with pages meant for coloring activities
included in the book as compared to earlier years where drawing and coloring pages were
separate books. This duty is making the book costlier by 18% and not providing for a level
playing field and the children community is suffering. The import committee is looking in to
the matter.

ABOUT 5% CUSTOM DUTY ON IMPORTED BOOKS
The government has recently proposed custom duty of 5% on imported books, which is
proposed in the Budget 2019-20, we have taken up the matter and requested Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of Finance to remove the custom duty on books proposed in
the current budget. We informed the Hon’ble Minister of Finance, vide our letter no. Fed./
2019-20/119, dated July 11, 2019, that India is a signatory to “The Agreement on the Importation
of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials (also known as the Florence Agreement) is
a 1950 UNESCO treaty whereby states agree to not impose customs duties on certain
educational, scientific, and cultural materials that are imported”. In this regard, I had written
to Dr. Harsh Vardhan on July 11, 2019 for his recommendation. Thankfully, Dr. Harsh Vardhan
forwarded my letter to Finance Minister alongwith his D.O. letter, dated July 22, 2019, thereby
writing, “ I shall be grateful if you could kindly look into the matter sympathetically and take
appropriate action in the matter.”

EXPENSES INVOLVED FOR SHIFTING OF REGISTERED OFFICE FROM
MUMBAI TO DELHI
During the 6th ECM, I asked Mr. Kapil Jain, C.A. to give details of the expanses involved for
shifting of registered office from Mumbai to Delhi. Mr. Kapil Jain, C.A. informed that M/s.
Sandeep Kansal & Associates (Company Secretaries) situated in Dwarka, New Delhi involved
in the process for doing the needful, and they have given the below mentioned details of
expenses for shifting of registered office from Mumbai to Delhi.
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i.
ii.

Advertisement in English and Marathi Newspaper
(approx) in Mumbai (actual basis).

Rs. 25,000/-

Out of pocket expenses
In RD and ROC Office (actual basis) -(approx)

Rs. 50,000/-

iii. One visit to Mumbai (actual basis)
iv. ROC fees (actual basis)
v.

Prof. fees

Rs. 40,000/-

vi. Mis. Exp.

Rs.

2500/-

The House approved the expenses for doing the needful.

REDUCTION IN SUBSCRIPTION FEE
The financial position of the Federation is sound enough and keeping in view of income and
expenditure in the previous year, we are to pay heavy taxes, as such, it was suggested to reduce
the membership fee to Rs. 2,000/- only + GST = Rs. 2,360/- net for all category from the next
financial year to be placed in one category of membership to give some relief to the existing
members and this will attract more members, which will make the Federation strength more
stronger. It was also proposed and decided that if at any stage there is need to increase the
membership fee, the Federation is empowered to do so. This was very much appreciated by
the House.

NON-PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTION
As you know that the Federation runs on the subscription money received from members. This
would otherwise not be possible if the subscription money is not paid on time. During the
year under report many members did not pay their subscription money despite our repeated
reminders. Finally, we were left with no alternative but to expel them from the membership
of FPBAI/GOC.

EXCESSIVE DISCOUNT PRACTICE
We feel concerned about the more than prescribed rate of discount being offered by the
booksellers/ vendors to the libraries. The practice of higher discounts should be discouraged
as it is not a healthy tradition and this practice prevents good books reaching the libraries.
The system of tender is the root cause of this. Under this system and e- tendering the vendor
will quote a higher rate of discount to get the business. This also gives rise to unhealthy
competition among the traders. It is to be pointed out that since GOC has fixed the rate of
discount at 10 percent those violating this Code should be discouraged. We feel that vendors
should adhere to the agreed rate of discount.

LEGAL MATTERS
I observed that quiet many members face legal problems from time to time for which timely
legal advice free of cost is necessary. With the view we, at Federation have appointed Mr.
Vaibhav Arora as Federation Legal Advisor who once in a month visit Federation office to
discuss problems of the suffering members and advice them for appropriate legal remedy.
During the period under report on demand of the members, three meetings were held is
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Federation office between various members and the legal advisor. The contact details of Mr.
Vaibhav Arora are given below, although the same have already been circulated to all
members:Mr. Vaibhav Arora
C-25/5 Connaught Place
Middle Circle
New Delhi -110001
Mobile: No: 9811848114
Email: arora.vaibhavarora@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER
Federation’s Newsletter is my brain child. I am also the editor of this Newsletter and always
remain occupied developing its quality as well as the contents. It is the mouth piece of all the
trade activities. It is the vehicle through which we are reaching to audience including the
members of the trade, governmental offices, institutes, libraries and administrative authorities.
It is self-sustaining, in which no funds of the Federation are involved. The Newsletter has been
instrumental in bringing out transparency between various stake-holders such as publishers,
booksellers, librarians and the institute authorities. It has been observed that through the
medium of Newsletter, librarians got clarity on certain issues which carried ambiguity earlier.
The Federation through the medium of Newsletter has been able to disseminate vital
information and modern trends of the trade to its members. In the Newsletter, we also publish
the ‘Success Stories’ of our senior members who have reached to the higher level of success
through their hard work, sincerity and dedication. Interviews are published with the view to
encourage our young traders to derive benefit from their vast experience. We therefore request
all of you to support Newsletter through publication of your advertisements. You are also
requested to contribute material for publication by sharing your vast experience.
As per the practice followed, four pages in the Newsletter, viz. inside cover page, back cover
page, inner of back cover page and last page facing inner of back cover page are blocked for
utilization by Delhi Book Store, who generally sponsor a particular issue and make payment
of Rs. 70,000/- for the same. This amount covers the cost of the Newsletter.
It has now been decided to offer some more space in the Newsletter for utilization by members
who provide full or half page advertisement(s), for which charges are:- Rs.10,000/- and Rs.
6,000/- respectively. Mechanical data for the advertisements is as under:
Mechanical Data of Advertisement
(in PDF or CDR file):

One full page (7" x 9.5")
Half Page (7" x 4.5")

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS TO FPBAI MEMBERS
The Federation enjoys the tradition of honouring its leading and distinguished members as
token of appreciation for the commendable work done by them for the Indian Book Industry.
As such, conventionally, we have given the following awards to members of outstanding
experience and contribution:GOLDEN AWARD (50 years)
1.

Mr. Sunil Sachdev, M/s. Allied Publishers (P) Ltd., Delhi

2.

Mr. N.E. Balakrishna Marar, M/s. TBS Publishers’ Distributors, Kerala
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EXCELLENCE IN SCHOOL BOOK PUBLISHING AWARD
1.

Mr. Vinod Vasishtha, M/s. Viva Books Pvt. Ltd., Delhi

Mr. Sunil Sachdev of M/s. Allied Publishers (P) Ltd, New Delhi, receiving Golden Award from
Mr. S.C. Sethi, President- FPBAI

Mr. N.E. Balakrishna Marar of M/s. TBS Publishers’ Distributors, Kerala, receiving Golden Award
from Mr. S.C. Sethi, President- FPBAI
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Mr. Vinod Vasishtha of M/s. Viva Books Pvt. Ltd, Delhi, receiving Excellence in
School Book Publishing Award from Mr. S.C. Sethi, President- FPBAI

After distribution of awards Mr. S.C. Sethi, gave the vote of thanks to all respected
members present in the meeting and requested them to join on dinner.

DR. MANISH ARORA FELICITATED
Dr. Manish Arora, Chairman Legal, Copyright and Piracy Committee
of FPBAI was honoured by the Chief Justice of India, Justice SA
Bobde in the benign presence of the Minister for Law & Justice Ravi
Shankar Prasad on 26th November 2019 at the Supreme Court of
India premises for authorship of books on law. He has authored
around a dozen of books on law, including books on Copyright,
Trade Marks, Patents, Law Entrance, Career in Law, etc. He is also
an author of the Copyright Manual for the book trade published by
FPBAI and the Editor-in-chief of renowned law magazine, Lawyers
Update.
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PAST PRESIDENTS

18

Year

President

Year

President

1955-56

P.S. Jayasinghe

1988-89

N.K. Mehra

1956-57

P.S. Jayasinghe

1989-90

Sunil Sachdev

1957-58

P.J. Pandya

1990-91

C.M. Chawla

1958-59

P.C. Manaktala

1991-92

N.K. Mehra

1959-60

P.C. Manaktala

1992-93

A. Machwe

1960-61

P.C. Manaktala

1993-94

A. Machwe

1961-62

S.G. Bhatkal

1994-95

Bhupinder Chowdhri

1962-63

S.C. Sarkar

1995-96

Bhupinder Chowdhri

1963-64

S.H. Primlani

1996-97

S.C. Sethi

1964-65

V. Balaraman

1997-98

S.C. Sethi

1965-66

Shymlal Gupta

1998-99

Bhupinder Chowdhri

1966-67

S.G. Bhatkal

99-2000

S.C. Sethi

1967-68

D.N. Malhotra

2000-01

S.C. Sethi

1968-69

D.N. Malhotra

2001-02

Sukumar Das

1969-70

M.N. Rao

2002-03

Sukumar Das

1970-71

M.N. Rao

2003-04

S.C. Sethi

1971-72

O.P. Ghai

2004-05

S.C.Sethi

1972-73

Janki Nath Basu

2005-06

S.C.Sethi

1973-74

G.L. Mirchandani

2006-07

A.S.Chowdhry

1974-75

G.L. Mirchandani

2007-08

S.C. Sethi

1975-76

R.N. Sachdev

2008-09

S.C. Sethi

1976-77

Jaman H. Shah

2009-10

S.C. Sethi

1977-78

C.M. Chawla

2010-11

Kailash Balani

1978-79

C.M. Chawla

2011-12

Kailash Balani

1979-80

C.M. Chawla

2012-13

S.C. Sethi

1980-81

C.M. Chawla

2013-14

S.C. Sethi

1981-82

W.H. Patwardhan

2014-15

S.C. Sethi

1982-83

Sunil Sachdev

2015-16

S.C. Sethi

1983-84

Sunil Sachdev

2016-17

Sunil Sachdev

1984-85

C.M. Chawla

2017-18

Sunil Sachdev

1985-86

C.M. Chawla

2018-19

S.C. Sethi

1986-87

R.K. Mehra

2019-20

S.C. Sethi

1987-88

N.K. Mehra
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PAST HONY. SECRETARIES
Year

Hony. Secretary

Year Hony. Secretary

1968-69

K.R. Samant

1994-95

S.C. Sethi

1969-70

J.D. Chowdhry

1995-96

S.K. Bhatia

1970-71

Mohan Primlani

1996-97

S.K. Bhatia

1971-72

J.N. Basu

1997-98

Raj D. Mirchandani

1972-73

W.H. Patwardhan

1998-99

Raj D. Mirchandani

1973-74

W.H. Patwardhan

99-2000

K.P.R. Nair

1974-75

W.H. Patwardhan

2000-01

K.P.R. Nair

1975-76

K.P. Churamani

2001-02

Pradeep Arora

1976-77

W.H. Patwardhan

2002-03

Rajeev Sethi

1977-78

W.H. Patwardhan

2003-04

Baldev Verma

1978-79

W.H. Patwardhan

2004-05

Baldev Verma

1979-80

Vinod Kumar

2005-06

Baldev Verma

1980-81

Vinod Kumar

2006-07

Baldev Verma

1981-82

Devendra Sharma

2007-08

J.L. Kumar

1982-83

Devendra Sharma

2008-09

J.L. Kumar

1983-84

Devendra Sharma

2009-10

J.L. Kumar

1984-85

Devendra Sharma

2010-11

J.L. Kumar

1985-86

Bhupinder Chowdhri

2011-12

J.L. Kumar

1986-87

Bhupinder Chowdhri

2012-13

J.L. Kumar

1987-88

S.C. Sethi

2013-14

J.L. Kumar

1988-89

S.C. Sethi

2014-15

J.L. Kumar

1989-90

S.C. Sethi

2015-16

J.L. Kumar

1990-91

S.C. Sethi

2016-17

Pradeep Arora

1991-92

Sunil Sachdev

2017-18

Pradeep Arora

1992-93

S.C. Sethi

2018-19

Pradeep Arora

1993-94

S.C. Sethi

2019-20

Pradeep Arora
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CHAIRPERSONS OF
SUB-COMMITTEES 2019-2020
1.

FINANCE, GOC, NEWSLETTER & AWARDS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. S.C. Sethi
(Vangiri Press, Delhi)

2.

EXPORT, JOURNALS & PERIODICALS SUBSCRIPTION COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. Sunil Sachdev
(Allied Publishers Pvt. Ltd.; New Delhi)

3.

LEGAL, ANTI –PIRACY & COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE
Chairman: Dr. Manish Arora
(Universal Law Publishing, New Delhi),

4.

MEMBERSHIP, SUBSCRIPTION & SCREENING COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. J.L. Kumar
(Anmol Publications Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi)

5.

BOOKSELLING & LIBRARY SUPPLY COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. Prashant Jain
(Indica Publishers & Distributors (P) Ltd. New Delhi

6.

SEMINAR COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. S.K. Ghai
(Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi)

7.

IMPORT COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. Raj D. Mirchandani
(Capital Books Pvt. Ltd. Delhi)

8.

PR COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr. Arunjit Singh
(Panima Educational Book Agency, Delhi)

This issue of the Newsletter is sponsored by

DELHI BOOK STORE,
NEW DELHI
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MR. S.C. SETHI, PRESIDENT-FPBAI
Felicitated at
21ST NORTH-EAST BOOK FAIR AT
GUWAHATI, ASSAM

A

ll Assam Publishers and Books Sellers Association, having registered office, at Saraswati
Market Jaswanta Road, Panbazar, Guwahati, organized with pomp and show their 21st
North East Book Fair, 2019, on Friday, November 1, 2019, at Assam Engineering Institute
Playground, Chanmari, Guwahati (Assam). The Assam Publishers and Book Sellers Association
is one of the oldest Associations of publishers and booksellers, which was established in the
year 1953, with the aim to protect the overall interests of the publishers and booksellers of
the region.

Requesting Mr. S.C. Sethi’s participation in the Book Fair, Mr. Imran Ahmed, President of the
Association had emphasised that Mr. Sethi is the guiding spirit and encouragement of the
organizers; as such, his participation would be a great value for the organizers.
Mr. Sethi shared the dais with Hon’ble Vice President of India, His Excellency M Venkaiah
Naidu. Those dignitaries who shared the dais included:
1.

Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice President of India

2.

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, Hon’ble Governor of Assam

3.

Mr. Sarbananda Sonowal, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam

4.

Mr. Sidhartha Bhattacharyya, Hob’ble Education Minister of Assam
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5.

Mr. Imran Ahmed, President, All Assam Publishers & Book Sellers Association of Assam

6.

Dr. Dhrobojyoti Bora, Eminent Litterateur, Ex President, Asom Sahitya Sabha, Convenor
assamese Literature of Sahitya Akademy

7.

Mr. Ramen Deka, Former member of Parliament

8.

Ms. Neera Jain, Director, National Book Trust, India

9.

Mr. Ajit Kumar Barman, former President, All Assam Publishers & Book Sellers
Association

Mr. S.C. Sethi was presented a ‘Memento with Shawl’. In addition to the above, Mr. Sethi was
presented a book, ‘The Kirttana’, as token of Association’s acknowledgement for him as leader
of the book industry.

Mr. S.C. Sethi, President FPBAI is being
felicitated with Shawl.

Mr. S.C. Sethi with Manas Saikai and
office bearers of AAPBSA

Mr. Sethi on dais alongwith Vice-President of India

Later on, the book fair concluded with fanfare on November 6, 2019. It was participated
by a huge throng of bibliophiles from across the country.
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NE BOOK FAIR 2019:
VICE PRESIDENT EXPRESSES CONCERN
OVER DECLINE IN READING HABIT
AMONG YOUNGSTERS

M

Venkaiah Naidu stressed the need to inculcate the practice of reading from a young
age. The Vice President of India, M Venkaiah Naidu on November 1st, 2019, expressed
concern over the decline in book-reading habit, especially among the young people, and called
upon the educational institutions
and the academia, to inculcate the
practice of reading from a very
young age.
Inaugurating the 21st North East
Book Fair organized by the All
Assam Publishers and Booksellers
Association (AAPBA) in Guwahati,
the VP said that students must be
encouraged to look at reading as a
fun activity rather than a chore.
“With the advent of the internet, children prefer to search online for information rather than
rely on books. Reading books, especially stories, is no longer the norm. Children prefer
watching videos online,” he added.
Urging parents to serve as role models to their children and read books themselves so
that the children emulate them, Naidu suggested that schools must setup reading camps
and workshops.
Besides, Naidu observed that books have the power to inspire and motivate us with
stories of people who have fought against odds to succeed. “Books have the power to stir
our creativity and stimulate innovative and inventive ideas,” he added.
He also suggested that book fairs should also be conducted at regular intervals in every
district to promote reading habit. At the same time, there was also a need to promote
quality books in terms of content.
“I am delighted to be present at the grand opening of the 21st North East Book Fair,
being held under the aegis of All Assam Publishers & Bookseller’s Association, in the
beautiful city of Guwahati.
I extend my heartiest congratulations to the organizers of this mega book fair!
I am happy to know that it is one of the largest book fairs and also known as the
‘People’s book fair’ because of the popularity and support it enjoys among the people of
this region.
Note: This is gist of the Speech.
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Legal Point

INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT
By Hasan Khurshid

C

opyright is a form of ‘Intellectual Property’. It is the preserved
right of a person who creates a work which is the outcome of
his intellectual labour. The law relating to copyright is aimed to
protect for a certain period of time the creation, labour, skill or test
of the creative from being usurped by other people who have not
contributed for that work.
According to Oxford English Dictionary, Copyright is defined as an
exclusive right given by law for a certain term of years to an author,
composer, etc. to print, publish and sell copies of his original work.
(i) Literary, dramatic or musical works; (ii) Artistic work;
(iii) Cinematograph film; and (iv) Sound recording

Limits of Copyright Protection
The ultimate aim of Copyright law is to protect the skill and labour employed by the author
in the production of his work. However, the owner of the Copyright has no monopoly in the
subject-matter. Other authors are legally at liberty to work on the similar subject-matter and
produce the same results from the common source, provided their work is ‘original’ in nature
through their own resources, skill and labour. According to Copyright laws, there is no
embargo for another person from providing an identical result and then enjoying the
Copyright in that work. The word ‘original’ does not mean the ‘expression of inventive
thought.’ It simply means that the work must not be copied from another person’s work, i.e.
it should originate from the author.
The registration of Copyright is not mandatory under the Copyright law. Only by publishing
a book marking © is sufficient to be protected under the law. However, on the safer side, it
is better to register Copyright as a certified proof from the government. This will give the
author an added advantage while lodging a complaint with the police or filing a suit in the
court.
Deriving the financial benefits of a creative work is the exclusive right of the owner of the
Copyright in respect of the production, reproduction of the work and other such acts. In case
such acts relating to a copyrighted work is done by a person other than the owner of that
copyrighted work, it constitutes infringement of Copyright in the work.
Another identical but a bit different infringement of copyrighted work is termed as ‘Piracy’.
It is proliferating in the result of rapid technological advancement, such as photocopying and
digital printing. In the result, the owner of the copyrighted work suffers from the loss of his
legitimate income and those who have copied his protected work are eating the fruits of his
labour without putting their own labour and intellectual skill in that work.
The Copyright Act 1957 provides certain exemptions from the ambit of Copyright infringement.
Some countries term this exemption as ‘fair use’, which is not the right term in Indian context
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as the term ‘fair dealing’ has not been defined in the Act. Despite it the concept of ‘fair dealing’
has been discussed in different judgments of the court. This concept for example was discussed
in Supreme Court in the matter of Academy of General Education vs. B. Malini Malla in 2009
and in High Court of Kerala in Civic Chandran vs. Ammini Amma.
In September2016, in Delhi University’s Rameshwari Photocopy Service Shope case, which sold
photocopies of chapters from academic textbooks, High Court of Delhi, ruled that photocopying of academic textbooks was not infringing on their publishers’ Copyright, arguing that the
use of Copyright to ‘stimulate activity and progress in the arts for the intellectual enrichment
of the public’ outweighed its use by the publishers to maintain commercial control of their
property. In March, 2017, the three publishers/petitioners withdrew the suit against
Rameshwari Photocopy Service Shope.
To deal with the Copyright infringement in India, following are the legal remedies available:(i) Administrative remedies: provided under the statute include detention of the infringing
goods by the custom authorities.
(ii) Civil remedy: provided under Chapter XII of the Copyright Act, 1957 is injunctions,
damages and account of profits.
(iii) Criminal remedy: provided under Chapter XIII of the Act is filing of police complaint
against Copyright infringement, which provides imprisonment upto 3 years alongwith a
fine upto Rs. 2,00,000/-.
However, the question of jurisdiction of filing the complaint in any manner has recently in 2015,
gone a drastic change by the judgment of the Supreme Court in Indian Performing Rights
Society Ltd. Vs. Sanjay Dalia and Another, wherein the Bench of Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar
and Justice Arun Mishra ruled that the place of suing shall be the place where plaintiff resides
or carries on business or work for gain and from where the cause of action has arisen wholly
or in part. The plaintiff cannot drag defendant to far off place under the guise that he carries
business there also.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
There is nothing permanent except change. The moment, we feel that we have learned the
art of living, the life changes with the fast change of time. Change is the eternal fact. The only
way to live in peace and progress is to develop our adaptability to change. The phenomenon
of change has changed the year 2019 by 2020.
I, on my behalf and on behalf of my team heartily greet you all in this changed year of 2020
and wish you a mirthful and melliferous New Year with the hope that in the coming year,
we the members of publishing fraternity shall gladly adapt to the changed technology of
publishing to ensure prosperity and over all ‘summum bonum’. Happy New Year.

S.C. Sethi
President-FPBAI
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STRENGTHENING BUSINESSES WITH
STATE-OF-THE ART ERP
(ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING)
SOLUTIONS
By CA KAPIL JAIN
Contact No. 9312222996

(Consultant to FPBAI)
ERP MARKET PULSE
There has been a gradual change in the business paradigm in India
over the last two decades. The focus of organizations has shifted from
requirements and issues of deregulation, Process Standardization,
Managing Supply Chain from inventory to distributors, web-based
technology and customer relationship management. Most
organizations across the country that are already on the technology
path are rapidly embracing these requirements to climb up the value
chain. Moreover, the introduction of business process management
software such as ERP has changed the way businesses are conducted
in India. However, for organizations to enjoy all the benefits of an
ERP system and increase productivity, the ERP system should be
implemented successfully.

ERP business analytics tools gives you a 360-degree view of your most
important data. With powerful insights, your company will be able to
make critical business decisions to help you grow, provide better service
to your customers and increase your ROI, all at an affordable cost.

SINGLE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTION TO EFFICIENTLY MANAGE YOUR
ENTIRE INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
ERP Software provides you one technology solution to efficiently manage your entire Investment
Management- Portfolio Accounting, AIF Accounting, Advisory, Trade Order Management or
Custody Asset Management, Wealth Management.

EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF BUSINESS PROCESSES
ERP is often classified as an off the shelf accounting package whereas the fact remains that ERP
is an integrated framework that addresses most of the organization's business functions. A
powerful ERP maps the entire business functionalities like Financial Management, Supply Chain
management, Production, Sales & Marketing, Customer Relation, After Sales Service & Repairs
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Across all verticals from manufacturing to service to Distribution. ERP solution comprises
numerous business processes such as Financial Management, Supply Chain Management,
Manufacturing Solutions, Project Management, Sales & Marketing Management, Customer
Relationship Management, After Sales Services & Repair and Human Resource Management.

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) is software that centralizes data from
multiple departments into a single platform, thus connecting the entire
organization.

UNEARTH HIDDEN INSIGHTS FROM YOUR RAW DATA
Transform huge amounts of raw data into actionable reports and dashboards. Track your key
business metrics, see longtime trends and identify outliers. The flexible and scalable ERP solution
features a wide range of functions that allow all processes along the value-added chain to be
controlled. ERP software allows businesses to use a single platform and eliminate excess software
costs giving you the benefits of reduced cost. One of the largest benefits of ERP systems is that
they give decision makers a top-down view of the entire business.

GOOD NEWS

W

e are glad to inform you that we have reduced the annual subscription fees of members
from Rs. 4,248/- to Rs. 2,360/- w.e.f. 01/04/2020. The entrance fee had already been
abolished w.e.f. 24/11/2017.
In view of the above, we offer you to become the member of the Federation and enjoy the
benefits under the giant umbrella of the Apex Body. It may be pertinent to mention here that
most of the libraries and government institutions apply the condition of Federation’s
membership to the vendors for the supply of books.

S.C. Sethi
President-FPBAI

Publishing is the process of production and dissemination of literature or
information—the activity of making information available to the general public.
Traditionally, the term ‘publication’ refers to the distribution of printed works
such as books (the ‘book trade’) and newspapers. With the advent of digital
information systems and the Internet, the scope of publishing has expanded to
include electronic resources, such as the electronic versions of books and
periodicals, as well as micropublishing, websites, blogs, video games and the like.
FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 32, Issue 03
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VITAL INFORMATION
Dear Member,
We are pleased to inform you that we sent representations on December 4, 2019, to Union
Minister of Finance with copies marked to Union Minister of HRD & Prime Minister of India,
pertaining to challenges faced by domestic publishing industry and to Union Minister of HRD,
on December 17, 2019, pertaining to National Education Policy. The copies of the letters are given
below:-

Fed./2019-20/019

December 04, 2019

Ms. Nirmala Sitaraman Ji
Union minister, Ministry of finance,
(Government of India)
North Block,
New Delhi-110001
Subject: Challenges faced by publishing industry
Respected Madam,
The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI) is the Apex body
of the Indian Book Industry. It is the oldest and the largest representative body of publishers,
booksellers, wholesellers, publishers’ representatives, etc. in the country and has been at the
forefront of promoting books in India and abroad. It has a membership of around 4000
establishments spread all over the country and works in close co-operation with several
associations of publishers and booksellers in different states, affiliated to it.
We feel most lamented to bring it to your kind notice that the Domestic Publishing Industry
in India is in doldrums, passing through the state of absolute stagnation and depression. As
such, if no immediate remedial action is taken by Government of India, the domestic
publishing industry will soon become ‘History’.
Some of the ills eating away the domestic publishing industry are enumerated as here under:-
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•

That the governments’ move of imposing 5% custom duty on imported books has not gone
well in the interest of ‘publishing industry’ as well as the ‘cause of knowledge’ and the
prayer is made to withdraw the recently imposed 5% custom duty on imported books.

•

That the move is against the spirit of Florence Agreement i.e. the Agreement on the
Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Material dated November 22, 1950.
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•

That the fast increasing and unrestrained rising cost of paper is a nightmarish issue faced
by the publishing industry which needs to be addressed by the government to safeguard
the domestic publishing industry from extinction. For this the paper price for book
publishing has to be cut down and kept stable.

•

It has been recently brought to our attention that the Government proposes to only sell
NCERT books to schools in India and based on the CBSE syllabus. The private Publishers
have played an important role in school books publishing ever since independence and
it is essential to leave the choice of introducing text books to schools themselves whether
of Private publisher or the books brought out by NCERT. It may be pointed out that
putting such restrictions amounts to violation of article 19(1)(g) of the constitution and
the provision of Competition Act, 2002.

•

For the last 5 years it is observed that Government grants to universities and other public
libraries have been steadily cut. In this context the libraries barely have any funds for
the purchase of new books/ academic journals. It is essential that adequate funds are
made available so that latest information is disseminated to the students and teachers in
the form of latest trends in education. As it is numerous book distributors, library
suppliers and retail book shops have closed down in the country due to inadequate
funding of our libraries. An exhaustive list of such establishment can be provided on
request.

•

Eversince the existence of publishing industry there had not been any taxation such as
sales tax, VAT etc. Even according to the HSN code no. 4901, printed books, including
Braille books are exempted from GST. Whereas, the government has otherwise been
charging GST from publishing industry indirectly; such as 18% GST on freelance services
of copy editors, illustrators and proof readers; as well as 12% GST on author’s royalties.
It is not understood as to why the Publishers are burdened with payment of GST on
author’s royalty. The author is the creator of the content and rightfully the GST should
be paid by the authors. It is our humble prayer that the GST on author’s royalty should
be cancelled as the amounts so paid goes entirely from the Publishers own profit margin.

We also request you to examine the hurdles of the industry as mentioned above and make
necessary legislative changes holistically to safeguard the ‘domestic publishing industry’.
Kindly do not let the pious industry die.
Awaiting an earliest kind response in this regard.
Assuring you our entire cooperation at all times.
Thanking you,
For, FPBAI

S.C. Sethi
President
Copy to:
(i) The Prime Minister of India
(ii) Union Minister of HRD
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Fed./2019-20/023

December 17, 2019

Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
Union Minister of HRD
(Government of India)
Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi- 110001
Subject: National Education Policy
Respected Sir,
The Federation of Publishers’ & Booksellers’ Associations in India (FPBAI) is the Apex body
of the Indian Book Industry. It is the oldest and the largest representative body of publishers,
booksellers, wholesellers, publishers’ representatives, etc. in the country and has been at the
forefront of promoting books in India and abroad. It has a membership of around 4000
establishments spread all over the country and works in close co-operation with several
associations of publishers and booksellers in different states, affiliated to it.
As a National apex body of publishers & booksellers, we appreciate the National Education
Policy, 2019, which aims to universalize the pre-primary education by 2025 and provide
foundational literary/numeracy for all. However, we would like to attract the attention of the
policy makers towards the concerns of publishers in the light of this policy as per the averments
enumerated as here under:Difficulties Faced by Schools
•

Due to rapid changes in the policies of the government, schools are not comfortable.

•

CBSE has been bringing recurrent changes in the examination pattern without issuing
prior notice and giving neither proper time nor any training for these changes to be
introduced smoothly, which is the glaring example of principle of natural justice.

•

CBSE sends circulars regarding new subjects and changes in the syllabi, which the schools
cannot follow in totality due to shortage of time and lack of proper training facilities.

Difficulties Faced by Publishers
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•

Due to uncertainties prevailing on different fronts, it is practically very difficult to do
proper planning, proper sales projection and production planning.

•

Without giving sufficient time, CBSE/NCERT have been making changes in the syllabi
as well as examination pattern, due to which publishers cannot bring out revised books

FPBAI Newsletter, Vol. 32, Issue 03

well on time. Moreover, the old books which are without these changes remain unsold
resulting in heavy financial loss to the publishers.
•

Government has recurrently been issuing circulars regarding the adoption of NCERT
books. Because of this, schools are unable to decide whether they should go with the books
of the private publishers or those of the NCERT. This also hampers the sales prospects
of the publishers. A glaring example is the state of Uttarakhand where the scenario is bleak.
In addition to the above, following are the vital roles of private publishers as contribution
to school books:-

•

The private publishers have ardently being publishing new books in accordance to specific
subject requirements through the reference books and other supporting material to address
the pressure of learning.

•

Publishers are updating their books on regular intervals after getting meaningful feedback
of their books from the stakeholders and schools.

•

India is a country with multi-lingual and multi cultural needs. As such, every state has
a set of regional publishers operating locally for catering the demands of regional schools.

•

Indian students who had been benefited through the books of private publishers are
highly placed in their respective career, such as civil servant, doctors, engineers, scientists,
IT professional etc.

•

The high level of competition has led private publishers to periodically bring out
improvement in the quality of books.

We feel lamented to bring to your kind notice that despite the fact of private publishers’ big
role of contribution in furthering the educational goals, they as stakeholders or content
providers were not consulted while formulating the National Education Policy 2019. It would
be pertinent to point out that publishers have no grudge from the prescription of NCERT books.
However, they feel victimized for the recommendation of government authorities to
government schools for prescribing NCERT books alone. This amounts to be an arbitrary,
discriminately and fanciful action which is in violation of The Competition Act, 2002, as well.
There is no doubt that private publishers are the principal contributors in furthering the
knowledge to masses through the medium of books: academic and non-academic both. As
such, we request you to kindly include and enroll private publishers in all the ventures, projects
and policies of the government for an inclusive growth.
Thanking you,
For, FPBAI

S.C. Sethi
President
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NBT NEWS
Participation of National Book Trust, India in the Frankfurt Book Fair 2019

T

he 2019 edition of Frankfurt Book Fair, the world’s largest B2B book fair, came to an end
on 20 October 2019. The Fair saw participation of nearly 7500 exhibitors from 109 countries.
Norway was the Guest of Honour Country this year.
National Book Trust, India which has been participating
in the Frankfurt Book Fair since 1970, and has the rare
distinction of presenting India as the Guest of Honour
Country at the Fair twice (in 1986 and 2006), had a very
rich and engaging participation this year.

NBT, India had put up a Collective Exhibit of more than
200 titles of 32 Indian publishers and also had Vigyan
Prasar as co-exhibitor. The Collective Exhibit of books was
also enlivened with tastefully done panel size posters
projecting ‘Books on and by Mahatma Gandhi’, ‘Gandhi:
The Writers’ Writer’, ‘Reading Spaces in India: A
Representative Chronology’, ‘New Delhi World Book
Fair 2020’, Guest Country Presentations of India in
2019-20 at Abu Dhabi International Book Fair (UAE),
Guadalajara International Book Fair (Mexico) and Paris
Book Fair (France). The books of the Collective Exhibit
were donated to the library of the Consulate General
of India, Frankfurt for further use for the local readers.
The NBT, India delegation had meetings and
interactions with nearly 45 delegates representing 25
countries including Chief Executive Officers, Managing
Directors and other senior professionals from publishing
houses, International Book Fair Authorities,
International Book Trade Journals, Rights Agencies,
International Book Distributors, besides authors,
editors and readers for collaborations in the field of
publishing through translations and copyright
exchange, book fairs, book promotion.
The three-member delegation from NBT, India led by
its Chairman, Prof Govind Prasad Sharma, included
Shri Kumar Vikram, Editor & Project Head, and Shri
Mayank Surolia, Deputy Director.
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MEDIA SCAN
HARRY POTTER BOOKS REMOVED FROM CATHOLIC
SCHOOL IN US
A Catholic school in Tennessee has removed the Harry Potter books from its library after the
school’s priest decided they could cause a reader to conjure evil spirits.
In an email obtained by The Tennessean , the Rev. Dan Reehil of Nashville’s St. Edward
Catholic School said he consulted exorcists in the U.S. and Rome who recommended removing
the books.
Reehil wrote, “The curses and spells used in the books are actual curses and spells; which when
read by a human being risk conjuring evil spirits into the presence of the person reading the
text.”
Catholic Diocese of Nashville superintendent Rebecca Hammel said Reehil has the final say
at his school. Hammel said she thinks the books by J.K. Rowling are still on the shelves of
other libraries in the diocese.
—Hindustan Times, September 4, 2019

ICONIC SUNDAY BOOK MARKET THAT WAS SHUT IN
JULY REOPENS AT NEW ADDRESS
The iconic book market at Daryaganj, which was shut down in July following the Delhi High
Court’s order, was reopened at its new address on Sunday after a gap of eight weeks. The
market’s new home at Mahila Haat ground in Chandni Chowk, which was wet after the brief
spell of morning rain, witnessed 179 out of the 276 book sellers setting up their stalls.
“We are very happy to have finally got our
market back. This place is much cleaner,
and has a parking lot and toilets for
customers. This is also close to Asaf Ali
Road, so we will not lose much time in
transporting our books,” said Amar Sayeed,
58, who has been selling books in the
historic book market since the age of 18.
The book market, which has a history of
over 50 years, had last opened at Daryaganj
on July 21. The vendors were evicted from
Daryaganj on grounds of traffic regulations,
as per the high court order. Since then, the
276 vendors were in constant negotiation
with the North Delhi Municipal Corporation for a new address.
“We have legitimised them now and given them a safe space. At the same time, we have
removed them from the space where they were blocking traffic,” said Varsha Joshi,
commissioner, North civic body.
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The new space has been given to
the vendors at a two-year lease
and a weekly rent of Rs. 170.
Earlier, they were paying Rs.15 as
rent every week.
“We had no source of income in
the past eight weeks. If we do not
take up this new space now, how
will we earn our livelihood?” said
Asarfi lal Verma, who has been
selling books for 20 years.
“Initially, it might take some time
for customers to start coming in
due to the change in address. But
we are confident that over time we
will manage to make best possible
use of this space,” added Verma.
However, some vendors are not happy with the new place. A short distance away from the
Mahila Haat, near the Delhi Gate metro station, about 100 vendors lined up with pamphlets
in their hands, sloganeering against the “forceful” and “unlawful” relocation of the book
market.
“This is completely illegal and against our wishes. Now, we are being asked to sign a lease
of two years for this new place. Then what is the point of the street vendors Act?” said Sumit
Verma, one of the protesting vendors.
As per the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014,
a town vending committee (TVC) has to be formed for the examination and protection of street
markets. Any street market can be removed or relocated only after being surveyed by the TVC.
—Hindustan Times, September 16, 2019

ONLY 2-YEAR LEASE UPSETS MAHILA HAAT BOOK SELLERS
Leaving home is never easy, even when it’s across the road and cleaner. Ask the hawkers of
the city’s Daryaganj Sunday book market, who have a new address at the Mahila Haat ground.
After 50 years of operating from the crammed, congested pavement between Delite and Golcha
cinemas, the book bazaar has moved to the elevated Mahila Haat ground on Asaf Ali Road
nearby. And the shopkeepers—as well as buyers are beset with mixed feelings.
“Apna ghar chod kar nayi jagah jaana kis ko accha lagta hai (Who feels good about leaving
their old house for a new one),” 67-year-old Niyazuddin, who has been selling books in the
market for the last 40 years, said on Sunday, a week after the shift. “Letting go is always
difficult. I don’t know how it will feel after some time, but right now it surely does not feel
good,” Niyazuddin said. The famed Sunday book bazaar is where one can land a rare copy
of New Yorker, or even a first edition of Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone With the Wind” for just
Rs 20. The book bazaar was closed for several weeks, ever since July 2 when the Delhi High
Court vacated a stay on a direction declaring Netaji Subhash Marg (also including the road
between Delite and Golcha) a “non-vending zone”.
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Each vendor has a designated 4 feet by 6 feet space in the new space allotted by the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation (NDMC) in the Mahila Haat ground. The rent has gone up from
Rs 15 to Rs 185 per week and the space has been given on a two-year lease. Sumit Verma,
a member of the Daryaganj Patri Sunday Book Bazaar Welfare Association, alleged that the
administration had violated the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of
Street Vending) Act (2014), and accused them of ruining the heritage status of the book market.
“What kind of barter is this? You take our 50-year-old heritage market and give us a new piece
of land on two years lease. What is the surety that you won’t take this away as well?” Verma
asked as some vendors protested outside the ground.
Despite their misgivings, he said many hawkers are taking up space in the new ground because
it is a question of their livelihood. Of the 276 stalls, over 200 were occupied this Sunday. Last
week, the first Sunday at the new venue, there were only about 100 stalls, he said. According
to the Act, “Natural markets where street vendors have conducted business for over fifty years
shall be declared as heritage markets, and the street vendors in such markets shall not be
relocated”.
For regular visitors, it is the idea of letting go of the original market’s old world charm that
is most painful. Many admit having had a long-term relationship with the market that spans
years, even decades. They can’t help but be nostalgic about the innumerable times they have
rummaged through giant piles of dusty books to find old and rare titles, including first editions
of classics or a vintage gold foil embossed leather bound book.
“It was in Daryaganj where I first discovered the works of legendary playwright Oscar Wilde
and it has stayed with me since then. Then a naughty teenager, and now an old grumpy
grandmother, a trip to this place on Sundays has been a one constant thing in my life,” said
52-year-old Renu Uppal. Uppal, who was visiting the new market this Sunday with her
granddaughter, said she hoped it would be moved back to its original location. “It is so out
of place in this location. It looks like as if we have been robbed of our childhood,” she added.
—The Pioneer, September 24, 2019

TURN RIGHT FROM AGGARWAL SWEETS...
FOR A BOOK HAVEN
It’s got almost everything a human being
would need. This particular suburban zone in
Vaishali in Ghaziabad suburb is chock-full of
malls, multiplexes, mithai shops and private
hospitals offering all manner of buying choices.
Best bet is a well-stocked used book stall at the
Main Market in Sector 4, close to Aggrawal
Sweets. “I collect books from ragpickers,” says
owner Muhammad Akhtar gruffly. At the same
time, so many of his books look brand-new. But
he has no time for explanations: customers
await. “Maybe you’ll like this,” he mutters,
removing Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief
from under a pile and offering it to a customer.
The young woman seems uncertain about the
recommendation.
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The stall is curated like a mainstream TV series aiming to please all sorts of target groups.
Authors range from JK Rowling and Jack Welch, and plenty of classics, too. Mr. Akhtar says
he founded the stall some 20 years back, which makes it older than many of the establishments
in this region. Another browser arrives. He indifferently picks up Ramachandra Guha’s India
after Gandhi, flips through the pages and wordlessly keeps it back, purposefully moving on
towards the direction of a “dental treatment implant center.”
The bookseller also got an unusually extensive selection of business-oriented titles, like Toyota
Culture: The Heart and Soul of the Toyota Way. Perhaps indicating the suburb’s aspirations.
Otherwise, the stall is all too eclectic: Nehru’s Discovery of India is stacked alongside The
World is Flat by Thomas Friedman.
The establishment offers long opening hours. Daily from 8am to 11pm. It’s easy to spot for
it looks—no, looked—exclusive. A second-hand bookshop opened just last week outside the
Vaishali Metro station, nearby. But that’s a story for another time.
—The Hindustan Times, October 1, 2019

NCERT LOOKS TO PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY, SHUN
ROTE LEARNING
Values like gender equality should be instilled in children starting ideally at the pre-school
level and rote learning shunned because it impairs their growth, according to the National
Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT).

The council, which lays down the curricular framework under which school education is
imparted across the country, has for the first time developed a pre-school curriculum that will
serve as reference point for the teaching of children at the playschool or nursery level before
they begin primary education .
And the mantra that the NCERT is emphasising is that rather than push a formal system of
teaching that stresses out a child, the focus should be on fostering creativity and curiosity.
According to a copy of the draft pre-school curriculum, which is set to be released soon, a
premature effort to instil knowledge in a child or teach her skills can actually harm her ability
to develop a positive attitude towards learning.
“Rote based, teacher directed learning, which is devoid of meaningful context with undue
pressure on the child to perform is harmful,” says the NCERT’s draft curriculum, a copy of
which has been reviewed by HT.
The pre-school years should, in fact, be the time when gender stereotypes are broken and an
attitude of inclusion, especially towards the differently abled, is encouraged.
The draft lists a number of steps to inculcate gender equality/ Equal respect, attention and
opportunities should be provided to both girls and boys, it says. And only those books or plays
should be chosen to teach them that are free of gender bias. Use stories, songs, activities and
facilitation aids that depict girls and boys, including some with special needs, in the same roles,
according to another suggestion.
The curriculum also emphasises the need to sensitise parents to support these practices at
home.
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In the draft, the NCERT has also turned its attention to the tendency of schools to thrust English
on children including those whose background may not allow a familiarity with the language.
“Starting children on reading and writing without ensuring their oral language base results
in children learning to read mechanically but without much comprehension,” the draft says.
It asks schools to be sensitive to the diverse needs of their students.
“The commercial interests of schools and the ambitions of parents often results in situations
where children are forced to undergo structured formal learning In dull and monotonous
environs. This is detrimental for the child. The attempt is to come up with norms in consonance
with the developmental needs of the children,” said a senior official involved in the
preparation of the draft.
The NCERT has also suggested learning outcomes for children aged three to six years.
Significantly, the outcomes for a three-year-old child mention areas like resolving minor
conflicts with the help of elders or participation in activities like music or dance. For a child
aged four,they include asking ‘what’ and ‘why’ questions or telling a story ; for children aged
up to six, the draft suggests identifying basic colours, shapes and so on .
The learning of the English alphabet or digits from one to 100 or more, which is often the focus
at most schools, is missing.
“While pre-school learning is an area of crucial importance, no comprehensive curriculum that
can act as guideline for schools across the country has been there. This is the first time that
the NCERT has with the help of experts come up with a framework for them. It is in advanced
stages and likely to be released soon,” said a senior human resource development ministry
official.
“This is a well intentioned initiative. Children learn more from the environment around them.
There are value education classes in schools. If the right kind of environment is missing, no
matter how much you lecture a child, it will not have the desired effect. Therefore, any policy
based on sound research that aims to create the right ambience is welcome,” said Delhi based
lawyer Kunal Sharma, whose daughter studies in the kindergarten wing of a leading Noida
school.
—The Hindustan Times, October 5, 2019

THE AWARD FOR THE BOOKSTORE WITH THE BEST
ENGLISH POETRY SHELF GOES TO…
Section for Poems, Curated with Attention to Detail
Many good folk beat their chests lamenting the death of poetry. Which simply isn’t true. What
are film songs but poems? How about all those Delhiites who can recite Ghalib and Gulzar
by heart?
But, it’s certainly the fact that poetry shelves in bookstores tend to be rather meager, exiled
to hard-to-spot polar extremities.
A notable exception is the Book Shop in Jor Bagh Market which maintains stacks of poetry
books next to the entry door. Though this Central Delhi store is small, the English language
poetry selection is extensive: It’s clear that the shop’s all-women team have spent considerable
time and thought deciding exactly what to stock.
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Of course, well-known poetry by Keats and Yates can also be found in other Delhi bookstores.
But here you find a complete Philip Larkin lying atop a translated Ghalib.
A lot of Faber & Faber books are stacked together, and there’s even a Wallace Stevens—the
legendary American poet rarely featured in Delhi bookshops. New collections by Indian poets
are also seen here, such as Sumana Roy’s Out of Syllabus, not spotted in other stores at least
by this reporter.
You may only be a habitual poetry reader and may not want to spend hard earned rupees
buying poems. But no one is stopping you from stepping inside the store, sitting down in a
wicker chair alongside the poetry shelf, and just read at random, discovering lines that
magically light up your very soul.
Better still, you’ll probably be joined by the shop’s in-house cat, Meowni, who likes to lounge
by the poetry section.
—The Hindustan Times, October 14, 2019

MATHRUBHUMI INSTITUTES RS 5L BOOK OF THE
YEAR AWARD
A Prominent Malayalam daily, Mathrubhumi, has instituted a Rs 5 lakh ‘’Book Of The Year’’
award. The first award will be presented at the Mathrubhumi International Festival of Letters
(MBIFL) in Thiruvanathapuram from January 30-February 2, 2020, said the newspaper’s Joint
MD Shreyams Kumar.
“The House of Mathrubhumi has been the mother lode that has enriched Malayalam literature
since our inception in 1923. For close to a century, the best of writing in the world and in Indian
languages has been mined by us for the enrichment of Keralites. Thus was envisaged the
Mathrubhumi International Festival of Letters. It hosts the brightest and the best from across
the world, debating, discussing and dissenting on concepts, ideas and thoughts,” Shreyams
Kumar explained.
“The Mathrubhumi Book of the Year award is a commitment from Mathrubhumi to honour
the best in Indian literature every year. We are inspired to honour and celebrate brilliant works,
and encourage the publishers to look for the best writing by Indian authors,” Shreyams Kumar
said.
The award is open to Indian writers whose works are published in India. Works in regional
languages should be translated to English to be eligible for the award. Kerala’s prominent
newspaper Mathrubhumi was launched in 1923, supporting the freedom movement in the
country. This award is considered as biggest in the publication sector in India.
—The Pioneer, October 21, 2019

ABROGATION OF ART 370 BROUGHT REAL UNITY
OF NATION, SAYS V-P
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu on Friday said that abrogation of Article 370 has removed the
barriers between Jammu & Kashmir and the rest of the country, resulting in the real unity of
the nation. Naidu said this in his speech at the inauguration of the 21st North East Book Fair
here.
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“Article 370 was a barrier between Kashmir and the rest of the country and its abrogation
approved by both the Rajya Sabha, where the government does not have a majority and Lok
Sabha by an overwhelming majority clearly shows the real unity of the nation”, he said.
“Kashmir is an integral part of India and it is the prerogative of the government to decide
on how to reorganize its administrative units. It is within the constitutional framework and
the Parliament has approved”, Naidu added.
There are, however, some people who are trying to “spread disinformation and we must launch
a campaign against this. Moreover, Kashmir is an internal matter of our country and nobody
has the right to interfere in our affairs”, Naidu said.
“Our neighboring country is interfering in our internal matter by aiding, abetting and training
terrorists to create trouble in our country. We should be cautious and counter their efforts”,
he added.
The abolition of Article 370 is the culmination of the dreams of the people of the nation and
“we must shun the divisive forces, have love and affection for all, irrespective of caste, creed
or religion to make the country more strong and stable and prove to the world that India is
one and united”, the Vice-President said.
—The Pioneer, November 2, 2019

SCHOOLS AWARDED FOR THEIR WORK ON LIBRARIES
In a unique celebration of libraries and librarians from across the country, about heads of over
100 schools and their library teams came together at the India International Centre on Saturday
for the first-ever ‘Bandana Sen library awards’.
The award ceremony organised by ‘One Up Library, Book studio and Learning Lab’ was
envisioned in memory of late Bandana Sen, a pioneer in the field of children’s libraries. “For
us this award ceremony is the beginning of a conversation on the need for futuristic libraries,
celebrating the unsung champions- the ‘Librarians’ and redefining libraries as ‘Exploratorium
of learning’” said Dalbir Kaur Madan, Founder, OneUp Library and initiator of the award
ceremony. “It was Bandana’s dream that the tribe of libraries and librarians should grow and
be brought to the centre stage,” she added.
While Shri Ram School, Vasant Vihar, won the award in the excellence award in the junior
school category, The Cathedral and John Connon School, Mumbai, received the award in the
senior school category. “The library at Shri Ram has its tentacles in every nook and corner of
its school. We do a lot of programmes through the library like encouraging students to write
book reports and try and make it enjoyable for the children,” said Pooja Thakur, principal of
Shri Ram School, Vasant Vihar. The Community Library Project in Sikandarpur in Delhi was
awarded a community library grant “for bringing access to books and reading to all
irrespective of their social and economic background.” The Jury Appreciation Awards, for
programs specifically centred on reading, literacy and library were presented to three schools
— Shiv Nadar School, Noida (Senior Library), Abacus Montessori School, Chennai (Junior
Library) and Shikshantar School, Gurugram (Junior Library).
Speaking about the criteria through which the libraries were selected, jury member and
director of Pathways School, Noida, Shalini Advani said, “We had several rounds of judging
and the criteria included looking at the library as a physical space, the events and activities,
and whether the library is integral to the whole education process.”
—Hindustan Times, November 10, 2019
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BOOK OFFERS A PEEK INTO RS FUNCTIONING
A commemorative volume on the role of Rajya Sabha, released on Tuesday, not only provides
insights into the functioning of the Upper House, but showcases sharp comments from
members on changes in the functioning of the House over the decades. In the book, released
during the 250th session of the House of Elders, the leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, cites the British Raj to question the ruling National Democratic Alliance
government’s reluctance to send some bills for deeper parliamentary scrutiny. Trinamool
Congress floor leader Derek O’Brien, on the other hand, takes jibes at some parties for changing
their policies on a “day-to-day basis”.
And Najma Heptullah, the only woman MP who served a record six terms in the RS, said if
the Upper House had voting power on Union budgets, it would have created bottlenecks for
the ruling side on several occasions.
In the book, Azad recalls that, in Colonial India, the “Champaran Agrarian Bill” was
introduced in then Bihar-Orissa legislative assembly, several members demanded that it
should be referred to a select committee. The Bill had come in the wake of Mahatma Gandhi’s
Champaran Satyagraha and the British rulers requested Gandhi to review it. Later, most of
Gandhi’s suggestions were accepted and the Bill was enacted in 1918. “If the British
government was amenable to the suggestions of the members of the Assembly to send a draft
bill to a Select Committee, then why is the government of India unwilling, after more than
seven decades of Independence, to subject legislative proposals to detailed scrutiny?” Azad
wrote.
In the volume, several Rajya Sabha members also stoutly defend the creation of the Upper
House and laud its contributions over the last 67 years. Thirty-five sitting members and five
former members conveyed their views. Of the sitting members 14 are from the ruling alliance
and 21 from the Opposition. The publication “Role of Rajya Sabha in Indian Parliamentary
Democracy” was released by vice-president Venkaiah Naidu in Central Hall on Tuesday. In
his foreword, Naidu said: “As we have the vision of making a New India, our parliamentary
institutions will have to play a catalytic role in taking our country forward on the path of
development and as House of Elders, Rajya Sabha has to give lead and set higher standards
for other democratic bodies to emulate.”O’Brien, who has often been involved in floor
management, observes that “too many parties ‘try and wing it’ in the House. This is not done
and it sometimes show up non-serious MPs and parties.”
—Hindustan Times, November 27, 2019

THE BOOKSTORE ANGEL
The Shop Assistant as a Living Landmark
In some ways most good bookshops seem to be alike—stocking the same best-sellers and
whatnot.
But of course their staffers do make a difference.
Celebrity manager Mithilesh Singh at Bahrisons Booksellers in Khan Market has been listed
in the acknowledgment pages of several books. While Jolly Sabherwal (“Jolly ma’am”) at Full
Circle—also at Khan Market—was known for her most exquisite saris until retiring awhile
back.
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Then there’s Raju Pandey, 42, an unusual sort of salesman at Amrit Book Company in
Connaught Place.
He never proposes titles to customers but instead lingers in the background. When a browser
does have a query, Mr Pandey appears miraculously in front of her, like a djinn. As though
simply waiting for the right moment to make himself available.
“I’m not much of a reader though,” he confesses boldly. His true calling stems from a vast
knowledge of the contemporary book scene. Hailing from Chapra in Bihar, Mr Pandey has
been with the family-run store since 1992—his very first and only job.
“He knows the location of each and every book and every author in my shop,” says store owner
Prem Sharma, whose father founded Amrit Book Company way back in 1936. The country’s
first law minister Dr BR Ambedkar used to hang out a lot in the bookstore; it’s a pity he never
got to experience Mr Pandey’s cordiality.
This very afternoon, in a span of five minutes, Mr. Pandey not only helped a customer find
her way to stacks of Freud; but also climbed a ladder to remove two volumes of Indian Materia
Medica for a curious patron. He does it all so unobtrusively, like a mere apparition floating
about.
Now there’s a lull in the store and he is sitting in a chair, with arms placed on folded legs,
looking as peaceful as a banyan tree.
Drop by the heritage bookstore to meet this man, one of those rare people who make this
difficult city a little less intolerable.
—Hindustan Times, December 7, 2019

READ, AND SAVE 30% ON A SHAVE
Deprived of education, P. Ponmariappan, a hairdresser in Tamil Nadu’s Tuticorin, is
determined to ensure that youths inculcate the habit of reading. Therefore, the school dropout
set up a library in his salon which now has a collection of over 800 books and offers a 30%
discount to customers who read the books and provide genuine feedback.
“I started collecting books and encouraged youngsters to read them,” he said. Ponmariappan
made sure that they read books while waiting for a haircut.
Youngsters, who used to be hooked to their cellphones, at first got annoyed with his
requirement. “We spend so much time with our textbooks, and now he is forcing us to read
books,” complained a customer. To ensure that the students read at least a few pages, he makes
them write to gist of what they have read in a small book he keeps. “This encourages others
to read the same books,” he said.
S. Ramakrishnan, Ponmariappan’s favourite author, has appreciated his efforts, while Tuticorin
MP Kanimozhi has donated 50 books to his collection.
—Times of India, December 27, 2019
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BENEFITS OF ADVERTISING IN
FPBAI NEWSLETTER
Your Advertisement Reaches To
PRIVATE SECTOR
1.

All members of FPBAI;

2.

FPBAI Members’ Branches across India;

3.

State Associations affiliated to FPBAI;

4.

President of FIP, FEPI.
GOVERNMENT SECTOR

1.

Hon’ble President of India; Prime Minister of India; Chief Minister of Delhi;

2.

Concerned Union Ministers; Senior Officers of Union & State Government;

3.

Vice Chancellors/Registrars of renowned national Universities; Directors of important
Educational Institutions, and Libraries in India.
NON. GOVT. SECTOR
NBT; FICCI; CAPEXIL; CII, AICTE, IRRO etc.
OTHERS

1.

Renowned National & International Banks in India;

2.

National Insurance Companies in India;

3.

High Commissions/Embassies in India;

4.

International Organisations in India

B.

If you send one page-advertisement at your expenditure to the above addressees, your
cost will be approximately `30,000/- (including cost of stationery, printing, and
postage).

C. We send your one-full-page 4-coloured-advertisement to the above addressees, in one
of the best, and vastly read Newsletter, published by FPBAI, for a cost of `10,000/-.

You save: `20,000/✰ ✰ ✰

Advertisement in FPBAI Newsletter always pays rich dividends.
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PROMOTING READING

T

hese days, children
have a lot of
pastimes like
internet, online
games, videos, etc. Parents
are worried that children are
not reading enough. So, it is
important to inculcate the
reading habit in children from a young age.
Famous children author Roald Dahl rightly says,
“I have a passion for teaching kids to become
readers, to become comfortable with a book,
not daunted. Books shouldn’t be daunting,
they should be funny, exciting and wonderful;
and learning to be a reader gives a terrific
advantage.”
Here are a few reasons why parents should
encourage reading habits in children:
Widens knowledge: It is a well known
fact that children gain knowledge by reading
new things. They become more confident and
reading invokes deeper interest in subject of
their choice.
Expands imagination: When a person
reads a fiction book, he is transported to an
another world, which widens his imagination
and makes him learn more. Children can time
travel to unknown times and unknown places.
Improves communication: Often, children
learn new words when they read books. Their
vocabulary improves and they learn the usage of
words, thus their communication skills improve.
Better ability to comprehend: Children
who start reading early understand situations
better and they are able to analyse the pros and
cons as well.
Builds personality: You become what
you read. Books help children discover their
own self, enhancing their social, emotional and
creative development.
Acts as therapy: Children often complain
of being bored. Adolescents also have mood
swings. Books keep boredom at bay and help
soothe their minds.
Best before bedtime: We all remember the
bed time stories our parents and grandparents
recited to us, they actually helped us sleep. This
goes a long way in our lives. People who read
books before bedtime have a sound sleep.

Inculcating
reading habits
in children…

Books are our best friends; they play a vital role in our
lives. They are our friends, philosophers, and guides.
Vijay Ahuja of Delhi Book Store shares why it is
important to inculcate good reading habits in children.
It will decrease screen time: Increasing
screen time has become a big issue for children
of all ages. When children start reading books,
their screen time automatically decreases.
Readers are leaders: Reading is an
important skill and regular readers are always
updated on the current or past happenings
across the world. This gives them an edge

“Books are a
uniquely
portable
magic.”
– Stephen King

above the rest. All great leaders have one thing
in common — they are regular readers. Their
bookshelf is always full of meaningful books. So,
to be successful in life, you need to read more.
In short, reading is a life skill. It is an
investment for which you can reap profits
throughout your life. Bring the joy of reading
into the lives of your children. Make reading fun.
Create a reading area. Set an example. When
parents are readers, children automatically
become readers. Take them to a bookstore.
Let them browse through different books and
pick up what they like. A visit to a bookstore
should be a frequent and regular activity in your
household. Happy reading!
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