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PRESIDENTIAL ANNUAL REPORT
Distinguished members and friends,
I have great pleasure to present you the Presidential Annual Report for
the financial year 2021-22, of The Federation of Publishers' &
Booksellers' Associations in India (FPBAI). I am grateful to all
members for extending their cooperation during the entire tenure.
Friends, from the depth of my heart, I feel most obliged to all of you for
assigning me the responsibility of Federation's Presidentship during the
period under report. With my experience in book industry for more than
four decades, I always endeavour to put my best efforts by using my
experience for the promotion of industry in every possible manner.
It may not be possible for me to enumerate here every activity
undertaken by me and my team members during the entire tenure.
However, I am giving a brief account of the work carried out by myself
and my team and hope that the work carried out by us shall come-up to
your entire satisfaction. I am very receptive to ideas which may be
beneficial for the industry and would therefore request you to kindly
feed me with the novel ideas at your end.
Executive Committee Meetings.
During the period under report, five meetings of Executive Committee
were held out of which two meetings were physical, one was virtual due
to the impact of pandemic COVID-19 and two were hybrid (physical
and virtual both). During all the ECMs various sensitive issues were
discussed as well as resolved. Some of the salient issues I would
mention here :Constitution of Sub-committees.
After the formation of new team of Federation's executive members for
the financial year 2021-22, the first Executive Committee Meeting was
held physically on November 10, 2021. During the meeting, subcommittees were formed under the chairmanship of experienced
member, namely;
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1.

Finance & Award Committee

2.

GOC & Newsletter Committee

3.

Journals & Periodicals Subscription Committee

4.

Export Committee

5.

Legal, Anti –Piracy & Copyright Committee

6.

Membership, Subscription & Screening Committee

7.

Bookselling & Library Supply Committee

8.

Seminar Committee

9.

PR Committee

10. IT Committee
11. Import Committee
12 E-Commerce Committee
.
Matter pertaining to harassment faced by publishers from SDMC.
It was brought to our notice that the South Delhi Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) was in the process of sending notices to some of our members,
mentioning that a routine survey is being conducted by the department
and asking to provide copies of documents, such as:1.

Conversion charges receipt (updated).

2.

Payment in respect of Addl. FAR (in respect of basement).

3.

Parking charges.

4.

Completion certificate/Regularization plan.

The SDMC gave three days' time for compliance. On September 21,
2021, a detailed four paged letter was drafted by our legal advisor, Mr.
Vaibhav Arora, which was sent to the Assistant Engineer (Bldg.),
SDMC, Delhi. It was pointed out in the letter that FPBAI had filed a
petition in the Hon'ble Delhi High Court and the Court was pleased to
grant a stay on sealing of all properties of the members of Federation,
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vide order dated 26.05.2015, in the matter “Federation of Publishers' &
Booksellers' Associations in India Vs. South Delhi MCD”.
Accordingly, giving the reference of MPD-2021 and Hon'ble High
Court's Order, it was mentioned that the notices sent to booksellers and
publishers should have been withdrawn. Copy of the Hon'ble High
Court's Order was also attached and copies of the letter were also
forwarded to the Executive Engineer (Bldg-1) SDMC Central Zone,
The Mayor, SDMC and the Chief Minister of Delhi. The Federation for
the convenience of its affected members provided them with a draft
reply letter prepared by our legal advisor Mr. Vaibhav Arora, to avoid
panic.
On April 11, 2022; a comprehensive letter in this regard was again sent
to Mr. Arvind Kejriwal, Chief Minister of Delhi, so that Delhi
Government's legal cell peruse it and advice the authorities concerned
accordingly. The letter was duly acknowledged by them.
Matter pertaining to Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University
(DSEU), tender document for empanelment of book suppliers.
Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University (DSEU) had invited
tender for supply of books to their library; wherein there were some
objectionable terms and conditions in the tender document. We wrote to
Mr. Manish Sisodia, Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi on 20th October,
2021; pointing out the objectionable clauses in the tender and requested
to intervene for removal of those arbitrary and objectionable clauses.
On October 21, 2021, Deputy Chief Minister acknowledged our
communication and directed Ms. Alice Vaz (IAS), Secretary, Higher
Education and the Registrar DSEU, to look into the matter and take
appropriate action.
Request to CAPEXIL for sharing their notifications with us.
M/s. Rupa Publications India Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi informed that long
back, FPBAI used to share the circulars and notifications pertaining to
CAPEXIL activities, which were useful for the book industry, but later
on the practice was discontinued. Accordingly, Federation requested,
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Mr. Ramesh Mittal, Regional Chairman, CAPEXIL to forward all
professional notifications pertaining to CAPEXIL activities, so that
Federation may share that information with its members, which may be
beneficial to members of book trade at large. Mr. Mittal immediately
instructed the persons concerned in CAPEXIL to ensure that they
forward all circulars to Federation relating to books panel and even
paper panel including information of book fairs abroad. I appreciated
and thanked Mr. Ramesh Mittal for his quick action, and informed the
House that, now onwards, Federation will keep on sharing the circulars
and notifications of CAPEXIL with all members.
Webinar with AMAZON held on October 21, 2021.
Federation has organized a webinar with Amazon, on Thursday,
October 21, 2021. The webinar was very successful, which was
participated by 110 participants pan India. It has been observed that the
neo-business alliance required a platform for interaction between the
two for easing out difficulties faced by the book traders during the
process of dealing.
The concept of webinar proved to be fruitful, thereby yielding positive
results. The duration of the webinar was 90 minutes between 3:00 pm to
4:30 pm; in which deliberations were made by the team of executives
from Amazon, namely Mr. Aman Tandon, head of academic books
business in India, Ms. Alpana Nagar, head of the sellers business for
media and Mr. Davneet. The concepts explained included, seller onboarding process, seller-related queries and the questions, pertaining to
problems being faced by the Federation members. Amazon team also
assured to conduct more virtual meetings, in the times to come, and to
solve the book trade queries with Amazon.
Members of the book fraternity raised multiple questions pertaining to
the difficulties faced by them during the dealing process with Amazon.
Most of the queries were addressed by the representatives of Amazon.
However, a request was made to Amazon to appoint a nodal officer who
may take-up the responsibility of attending the queries raised by the
book suppliers from time to time.
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Matter pertaining to New Delhi World Book Fair-2022.
The New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF)-2022 was scheduled to be
held at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, between January 8-16, 2022. The
Press Release issued by National Book Trust, India (NBT), in this
regard had been circulated to all members. The NDWBF-2022, was to
be held physically at the newly constructed state-of-the-art building of
the Pragati Maidan which is looked after by India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITPO).
On getting information that the entire area has been renovated, I asked
the Secretary Mr. Prashant Jain to visit the exhibition venue marked for
the book fair to assess the ground reality. As such, on October 20, 2021,
he visited the venue and found the upcoming arrangements quite
satisfactory.
Some of our members had requested me for extension of date for
booking the stalls. Accordingly, Federation wrote to Mr. Yuvraj Malik,
Director NBT to extend the last date of booking from November 15 to
November 30, 2021. However, taking a quick action, Mr. Yuvraj Malik
honouring our request, extended the last date of booking till November
22, 2021. I appreciated and thanked Mr. Yuvraj Malik for the quick
action taken in this regard.
Unfortunately, the NDWBF-2022, was postponed amid rising COVID19 cases in the national capital.
Representation sent to Union Minister of Education.
Keeping into consideration the multiple problems faced by the industry,
Federation sent representation to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Union
Minister of Education, the copy of the representation was circulated
among the Members. A physical meeting with education minister with
the delegation from Federation was arranged with the help of Mr. KPR
Nair, and he himself, past presidents Mr. S.C. Sethi, Mr. Sunil Sachdev
and myself, were scheduled to meet him, but at the eleventh hour, the
Minister had to fly to Bangalore for an urgent meeting; hence, our
meeting was postponed.
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As such, a comprehensive representation was again sent to Mr.
Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Education, on October 26,
2021. The vital issues raised included:(I) Pandemic impact which has literally paralysed the commercial
activities of the book trade, resulting in closure or partial closure of
academic institutions across the country.
(ii) Certain governmental organisations like ISRO (INDIAN SPACE
RESEARCH ORGANISATION), Dental Council of India, UGC
Inflibnet (ESS Consortium), Department of Science &
Technology, National Library, Kolkata and many more, breaking
the convention of interacting with international publishers
through the medium of local vendors have started negotiating with
the international publishers directly through the Consortium for
subscribing to online educational journals/periodicals.
(iii) TDS should be removed from Online Information Data Base
Access and Retrieval (OIDAR). Journals, e-books and databases
are all categorised as OIDAR services.
(iv) Educational institutions are exempted from GST but we still need
to make GST payment to the government for payment to foreign
publishers under RCM (Reverse Charge Mechanism). In this case
we don't collect the 18% GST, but we are forced to make 18% GST
payment. With our margins being only 5%, this practice is slowly
bleeding our industry.
(v) Government's move of imposing 5% custom duty on imported
books is detrimental to the interests of the book traders.
(vi) Fast increase and unrestrained rising cost of paper has become a
nightmare for the running of book industry.
(vii) It was emphasised that book publishers have a big role to play in
bringing out quality academic books, who should be allowed to be
incorporated by the government along with NCERT books in
schools.

8

(viii)

The phenomena of curtailment of the governmental grants to
universities and public libraries has been mentioned in the
representation with the request to enhance the grants.

(ix) It was pointed out that according to the HSN code number 4901,
printed books including Braille books are exempted from GST.
Whereas, the government has otherwise been charging GST from
publishing industry indirectly.
Matter pertaining to Draft Master Plan for Delhi (MPD)-2041.
The DDA has prepared a draft master plan Delhi-2041, and invited
suggestions from stakeholders in a format in June and July 2021, which
were printed in leading newspapers. Accordingly, Federation submitted
its observations highlighting therein the priorities of book industry's
hub - Darya Ganj/ Ansari Road areas. We emphasized that Darya Ganj/
Ansari Road areas (walled city) are internationally renowned as “book
hub” since 1960, which may specifically be mentioned in MPD 2041,
from cultural and traditional excellence point of view, in the light of the
concept paper of Mr. Vijay Singh, the then Deputy Commissioner,
MCD (city zone) on the subject “Delhi Heritage Centre- Publishers and
Book Centre in Darya Ganj”. We requested DDA that the proposed
promotional network should be enumerated in the Scheme.
The meeting of the Board of Enquiry & Hearing was held under the
Chairmanship of Vice Chairman, DDA on “WebEx Online video
conferencing” on 27th October, 2021 to hear the oral submission of the
persons who have filed the objections/ suggestions in response to the
Public Notice, since we had already submitted our objections and
suggestions, we were invited and accordingly we submitted our oral
submission in the WebEx meeting.
Federation's response to arbitrary tender invitations.
Many of our library suppliers are facing problems with regard to the
tenders; wherein, unusual demands of participation are being
mentioned by universities such as minimum turnover in crores; supply
of single orders worth more than Rs. 50/- Lakh or 75 lakh; exorbitant
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amount of security deposit in lakhs; request of GST number from the
vendors despite the fact that under HSN Code 4901, books are
exempted from GST.
Keeping into consideration the agonies faced by the members, in the
recent past, Federation has instantly written for review, to several
universities, such as, Chhatrapati Shahu ji Maharaj University, Kanpur;
UP Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Prayagraj; Delhi Skill &
Entrepreneurship University (DSEU), Delhi, with copies marked to
Higher authorities, such as Education Minister, Vice Chancellors,
Registrars etc. In the result of our efforts some of the reliefs have been
granted. .
Installation of professional large format screen/display and system
for virtual meetings in FPBAI office.
The Federation for promoting its technological reach, has installed a
large format screen/display and system for virtual meetings. Due to
pandemic COVID-19, we had several EC meetings and webinars
(Nielsen and Amazon) on Zoom and WebEx, wherein members from all
parts of the country participated and we had an opportunity of
exchanging view with EC members in other states. Now since, physical
meetings have started, we received suggestions from members for
hybrid meetings (physical and virtual both). For such meetings, we
needed to install a system with bigger screen, even this would also be
helpful while organising Federation seminars etc; wherein members
PAN India can participate.
Matter pertaining to Central University, Ajmer (Rajasthan)
regarding objection on expression of interest notice.
It was brought to our knowledge by some of our members that the
Central University of Rajasthan, Ajmer had invited expression of
interest for empanelment of vendors for supply of print books to
Library of Central University Rajasthan. Whereas, some of the contents
of the aforementioned invitation were found objectionable. The
objectionable clauses included eligibility criteria for empanelment;
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wherein, bidder had been asked to have minimum annual turnover Rs.
100 Lakhs (one crore) in every single financial years of 2020-21, 201920, 2018-19 and an average of Rs. 300 lakhs/three crore for last three
consecutive financial years (2020-21, 2019-20, 2018-19). The second
objectionable clause was the requirement of Rs. One lakh as security
deposit. In view of the above, we wrote to them vide our letter dated
11th November, 2021, that the demands so made from the principle of
reasonableness seem to be arbitrary, discriminatory and fanciful, and
we requested them to lower their demands as under the prevailing
circumstances impacted by COVID-19, book business is badly
affected. Moreover as per the notification of the General Financial
Rules of Ministry of Finance, Government of India, vide O.M. No.
F23(7) E. 11 (A)/83 New Delhi, dated 07.02.1984; there is no
requirement to call a tender for the purchase of library books. It was
subsequently reiterated vide Rule 143 of General Financial Rules,
2017.
Matter pertaining to Awadhesh Pratap Singh University (APSU),
Rewa (MP) regarding arbitrary clauses inserted in e-tender of
RUSA for purchase of new books/journals.
Awadhesh Pratap Singh University (APSU), Rewa had invited online
e-tender on October 29, 2021 for registration to supply of books under
RUSA project. Some of our members brought to our notice the
objectionable clauses such as demand for higher amount of security
deposit of Rs. 2 lakh; request of GST certificate; and demand of vendors
having supplied books worth not less than Rs. 80 lakhs during the last 3
consecutive years. A forth objectionable demand was a turnover of Rs.
2.50 crore during last 3 financial years. We gave them the para wise
reply in favour of our vendors on 11th November, 2021 for lowering
their demands from the principle of reasonableness, as far as their
requirement of GST Certificate is concerned, we informed them that
the Govt. of India, Ministry of Finance, Dept. of Revenue Notification
dated 28th June 2017, vide serial No. 119 tariff item 4910, printed
books are exempted from GST, as such no GST Certificate is
applicable. The copies of the letter were also marked to the Governor,
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Madhya Pradesh and the Higher Education Minister, Government of
MP.
Matter pertaining to Central Library, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh); IIM, Jammu and IIT,
Dhanbad regarding arbitrary clauses inserted in e-publishing
tender.
Many of our library supplier members are facing problems in tenders
with objectionable clauses, such as:
l

Minimum turnover

l

Supply of single highest value order of minimum 50 Lakhs

l

Registration fee charges of Rs. 5,000/-

l

Security amount of 2 lakh or more

l

Suppliers GST number etc.

In view of the above,
letters were sent to Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur, on January 11, 2022; IIM Jammu, on
February 25, 2022 and IIT (ISM), Dhanbad, on February 25, 2022 for
lowering down their unusual demands and pointed out that for the past
two years entire country, especially the industrial units suffered a lot,
book industry being no exception have been under the grip of
Pandemic-19. As such, the businesses of publishers and booksellers
remained almost dysfunctional. The copies of the letters were also
mailed to education minister, vice chancellors, registrars, directors and
the librarians. In most cases our request was honoured. On February 28,
2022, IIM (Indian Institute of Management) Jammu, in response to
Federation's request vide our letter dated February 25, 2022, issued a
Corrigendum and lowered their demands of minimum turnover from
One Crore to 50 Lakh in the last three financial years, and waived off
the clause of mandatory GST registration.
As far as “IIT, Dhanbad” is concerned, they informed us that vide their
e-mail dated March 7, 2022, the empanelment of vendors for supply of
the books to the Central Library, Dhanbad is as per the approved
12

purchase manual for the procurement of books. However, immediately
on March 7, 2022, we again sent them another e-mail mentioning about
the decision of the IIM Jammu, reiterating and requesting them to alter/
amend the objectionable clauses. The copy of the Corrigendum of IIM
Jammu was also sent to IIT Dhanbad for their immediate reference.
Matter pertaining to Finance Ministry's invitations for suggestions
on taxations from industry and trade bodies for budget 2022-23.
We came across the reported news by BW BUSINESS WORLD,
November 6, 2021, captioned “Finance Ministry invites suggestions on
taxations from industry and trade bodies”, for budget 2022-23. We
found this opportunity to highlight the grievances faced by our industry
and wrote to them on November 12, 2021. Accordingly, I sent a letter to
Union minister of finance stressing upon the point that the book
industry is one of the vital organs of any country's socio-economic
growth and the backbone of educational advancement. Whereas, this
industry of late has sadly been afflicted by numerous ills and problems
which include:(a) GST on authors' royalty may kindly be removed.
(b) The GST on purchase of paper may kindly be brought down to 5%
from the existing 12% or more.
(c) The import duty on books may please be removed as the same
impacts adversely on export of books from India because the
countries at the other end are also imposing import duty in
retaliation.
(d) The income tax rebate of 20% may kindly be revived as was
applicable earlier, especially under the prevailing harsh COVID
conditions.
(e) The grant for purchase of books may kindly be increased for
libraries, especially for purchase of books required for higher
studies/researches.
I had also invited the cordial attention of the minister towards GST
council's 45th meeting which was held on September 17, 2021, at
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Lucknow, under Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman's chairmanship, in which
vide S. no. 11 “Miscellaneous goods of paper like cards, catalogue,
printed material (Chapter 49 of tariff) the 12% GST rate had been raised
to 18%. In my letter I had categorically pointed out that such an increase
will prove to be disastrous, thereby holistically impacting adversely on
national growth.
On this detailed discussion had taken place in the House on January 7,
2022, during 2nd EC meeting virtually on zoom. Mr. Sunil Sachdev had
suggested to write another letter in continuation of the above duly
mentioning that the book industry got a another set-back, as certain
Governmental organisations and libraries are breaking the convention
of interacting with international publishers through the medium of local
vendors and have started negotiating with the international publishers
directly through the consortium for subscribing to online educational
journals/periodicals. He also mentioned that the local Indian vendors
used to make two to five percent commission for their livelihood and
also contributed revenue to the government coffers as tax, thereby
saving precious foreign exchange and providing employment to
hundreds of people. In support of Prime Minister's Scheme of
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”, I requested the finance minister to direct the
appropriate bodies for continuing the involvement of Indian vendors in
the negotiation process.
Matter pertaining to University Librarian, Delhi University
Library System, Central Library, Delhi.
We were informed by some of our members that for renewal of their
registration as book supplier to Delhi University Library System for the
financial year 2021-22, there was a requirement in the renewal form for
enclosing self-attested copy of the Income Tax Return. Knowing this,
we wrote to the University Librarian vide our letter dated November 22,
2021 and pointed out that the Government of India, Ministry of
Finance, Department of Revenue, Central Board of Direct Taxes, vide
their Notification Circular No. 17/2021, September 9, 2021, has
extended the due date of furnishing the return of income tax for the
assessment year 2021-22, from September 30, 2021 to December 21,
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2021. As such, quite many vendors have not yet filed their return in the
background of COVID-19 pandemic. In view of the above, we
requested the authorities to withdraw the clause no. 2 for the financial
year 2020-21, given in the format for the time being. We also advised
them that the library may ask the vendors to submit the ITR of the
previous years, which may suffice their purpose under the prevailing
circumstances.
Matter pertaining to Assam Book Fair requesting for not
demanding trade license from participants of Delhi.
Mr. Baharul Islam Choudhary, Executive, Assam Book Fair had
invited participation of booksellers and publishers in Assam Book Fair,
2021-2022, which was scheduled to take place from December 29,
2021 to January 9, 2022 at Assam Engineering Institute Playground,
Chandamari, Guwahati. However, the organisers in their terms and
conditions have asked for the valid trade licence. In response to the
above, I wrote to Mr. Choudhary, the Executive of Assam Book Fair,
that the trade license is not mandatory in Delhi/NCR as per Municipal
Corporation laws. As such neither booksellers nor publishers located in
Delhi/NCR have a trade license.
On the same day of sending our letter, we got their reply by e-mail
honouring our request.
Letter sent to Deputy Director Legal Metrology, Delhi, about
review of LMPC (Legal Metrology Packed Commodities)
registration certificate.
Those of our members importing books, were being asked to submit
Legal Metrology Packed Commodities Registration Certificate, and for
this we sent letter on December 15, 2021, inviting attention of Mr.
Manoj Kumar Naik, Deputy Director, Dept of Legal Metrology,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Government of India. We pointed out
that books do not fall under the packaged commodity, as the books are
not considered as “goods” vide Rule 143, Chapter 6 of General

15

Financial Rules, 2017.
I also pointed out that in the recent past several petitions have been filed
on the subject matter including a writ petition by the Bangalore Book
Sellers & Publishers Association, wherein some renowned booksellers
and publishers in Bangalore were petitioners, against Dept of
Metrology, Bangalore and New Delhi.
The writ petition was filed to quash the notice issued by the office of the
Inspector of Legal Metrology, Bangalore, whereas the Hon'ble High
Court of Karnataka at Bangalore on 22nd July, 2019 also passed an
Order to the office of the Inspector, Legal Metrology of Bangalore, and
directed them to consider the objections filed by the petitioners and pass
appropriate orders strictly in accordance with the law.
In view of these facts, Federation requested the Legal Metrology
Department to communicate to us the status of the subject matter in the
light of the facts brought before them as per law of the land pertaining to
the subject matter. We also submitted that the condition of certificate
requirement is unduly impacting upon the business of our members and
their 'right to life', which may kindly be withdrawn and a clarification to
this effect may kindly be announced officially.
Letter sent to UGC, AICTE, NCTE, AIU, regarding request not to
insert clauses of past experience, which may be detrimental for
startups in the business, with copies marked to PM of India and
Union Minister of Education.
The letters were sent to The Chairman, UGC (University Grant
Commission), NCTE (National Council for Teachers Education), AIU
(Association of Indian Universities), AICTE (All India Council for
Technical Education), on February 1, 2022, requesting them not to
insert the Clause of past experience, which may be detrimental for the
startups in the business. We informed them that PM Narendra Modi
interacted with over 150 new startups across different sectors, and PM
mentioned that startups are going to be the backbone of the New India.
He also mentioned that it is well settled that in today's modern world,
young people are usually dynamic, self confident, have ideas, endowed
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with creativity and great energy to shape a better world.
I reiterated that despite the availability of talented youth-power, our
society created hurdles in their respective fields of achievement. Say
for example many young dynamic persons choose to adopt publishing
and book-selling as career but numerous governmental libraries of
academic institutions put condition of past experience for supply of
books as eligibility criteria, which prevents the dashing young
entrepreneurs to go ahead in bookselling and publishing business.
Email sent to all FPBAI members regarding a recent judgment of
Karnataka High Court, on Section 63 of the Copyright Act.
There was an important and informative news regarding a recent
judgment of Karnataka High Court, which was brought to our notice
vide livelaw.in . The heading was “ Sec. 69 of the Copyright Act is
cognizable offence ; police can register FIR on receipt of complaint.”
Sec. 69 of Copyright Act – is regarding infringement of copyright, and
cognizable offences are those in which the police can arrest without any
warrant. These are more serious in nature. So, Karnataka High Court
have held that infringement of copyright is now cognizable offence and
police can register the FIR on receipt of complaint. Accordingly, I had
forwarded to all our members by e-mail for information the copy of the
news clipping.
Letter sent to Mr. Arvind Kejriwal, Chief Minister of Delhi, copy
marked to Mr. Manish Sisodia, (Deputy Chief Minister), regarding
suggestions for Delhi's Budget: 2022-23.
There were Delhi government advertisements in various newspapers
calling for suggestions for Delhi Budget for the Financial Year 202223, and on behalf of the book industry, for the betterment of the book
trade, we sent a letter on 14th February, 2022, to the chief minister of
Delhi, Mr. Arvind Kejriwal, and the copy of the same was marked to
Mr. Manish Sisodia, (Deputy Chief Minister), wherein following
suggestions were made for implementation.
a)

To create “Mohalla Libraries” on the lines of “Mohalla Clinics”.
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b)

To create a permanent “Book Haat” on the lines on “Dilli Haat”.

c)

To remove the barriers put by institutions under Delhi government
for the entry of MSME booksellers asking for huge turnover, and
experience of supplying books worth lakhs in a single order.

d)

Delhi has the largest number of booksellers and publishers in
whole of India. We will feel honoured if you declare Delhi as “The
Books Capital of India”.

e)

A large number of publishers and booksellers have offices based in
the Ansari Road area, inside the walled city. It is perhaps the
highest such concentration of the book trade in the world. As such,
the entire walled city area be declared a “commercial” or “dual
purpose” area.

The letter was duly acknowledged by them.
Letter sent to Mr. T.G. Venkatesh, MP, Rajya Sabha, thanking him
for being the spokesperson for the cause of book traders,
publishers & libraries and made further suggestions in the interest
of book industry.
FPBAI consultant, Mr. H. Khurshid during 3rd ECM informed the
House that to his information, Ministry of Culture (Government of
India) has set-up a Parliamentary panel led by Member of Parliament,
T.G. Venkatesh, to assess the ailing condition of national libraries. The
Panel has recently submitted its report to Rajya Sabha, in which it has
stressed on introducing new innovative technologies and make efforts
for reinventing, reshaping services, redesigning spaces and above all,
de-learning age-old practices before adopting new models of providing
information. The Panel has stressed upon filling –up vacant posts of
librarians, increase membership of readers by taping all schools,
colleges, universities and NGOs. The Panel noted that due to Covid-19
pandemic, the membership of Delhi Public Library has come down to
1.5 lakh members from 1.85 lakh earlier. The Panel has also stressed
upon the need of upgrading the infrastructure of the libraries as these
are the life-line of the book industry. On this members praised Mr. H.
Khurshid for revealing this information. I asked Mr. Khurshid to write a
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letter to the Panel for meeting with our delegation for furthering the
matter in common interest. The members appreciated the move and
suggested to proceed the matter further as there was still a room for
making further suggestions. In view of the same, on March 17, 2022;
we sent a letter requesting him to meet with our delegation for
providing more inputs by the vendors. Since we did not get any reply
from him, we felt it necessary to give him our suggestions as per the
averments noted below:1.

A majority of the educational institutions across the Nation have
remained closed. As a result, the business of book trade is reeling
under financial strain, due to the impact of pandemic and
lockdown.

2.

Further, the industry got a set-back, when certain governmental
organizations like ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation),
Dental Council of India, UGC Inflibnet (ESS Consortium),
Department of Science & Technology, National Library, Kolkata
and so on, breaking the convention of interacting with
international publishers through the medium of local vendors have
started negotiating with the international publishers directly
through the Consortium for subscribing to online educational
journals/periodicals.

3.

TDS should be removed from Online Information Data Base
Access and Retrieval (OIDAR). E-Journals, eBooks and
databases are all categorised as OIDAR services.

4.

Educational institutions are exempted from GST, but we are still
compelled to make GST payment to the GOI for payments to
foreign publishers under RCM (Reverse Charge Mechanism). In
this case we don't collect the 18% GST from governmental
institutions on e-journals, but we are forced to make 18% GST
payment, although our margin of profit is very less. We requested
that this anomaly needs to be rectified on technical as well human
ground.

5.

That the governments' move of imposing 5% custom duty on
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imported books has not gone well in the interest of 'publishing
industry' as well as the 'cause of knowledge' and the prayer is made
to withdraw the imposed 5% custom duty on imported books.
6.

That the fast increasing rising cost of paper is another nightmarish
issue faced by the publishing industry which needs to be addressed
by the government to safeguard the domestic publishing industry.

7.

That the government proposes to only sell NCERT books to
schools in India based on the CBSE syllabus. We informed them
that the private publishers have played an important role in school
book publishing ever since independence and it is essential to
leave the choice of introducing text books to schools themselves
whether of private publisher or the books brought out by NCERT.

8.

For the last five years, it is observed that governmental grants to
universities and other public libraries have been steadily cut. We
suggested them that it is essential that adequate funds are made
available so that latest information is disseminated to the students
and teachers upholding the latest trends in education.

9.

As there is no GST on books, whereas, the government has
otherwise been charging GST from publishing industry indirectly;
such as 18% GST on freelance services of copy editors, illustrators
and proof readers; as well as 18% GST on author's royalties. We
requested that the GST on author's royalty should be removed as
the amounts so paid goes entirely from the publishers' own profit
margin, which is unreasonable.

10. We also pointed out that the government libraries for procurement
of books, periodicals and journals invite tenders, which
technically is not the valid action in the light of Government of
India's definition of 'Goods'.
11. Libraries in their tender put arbitrary conditions, such as minimum
annual turnover, or satisfactorily supplied books worth not less
than Rs. 25 to 50 lakhs to any five libraries of national reputed
organizations, demand of heavy security deposit of more than one
lakh, etc.
20

12. The income tax rebate of 20% may kindly be revived as was
applicable earlier, especially under the prevailing harsh COVID
conditions.
Matter pertaining to Architecture, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
Technical University, Lucknow.
We were informed that The Principal/Dean, Faculty of Architecture,
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University, Lucknow, in tender
advertisement has inserted some objectionable clauses, such as:l

Valid GST registration.

l

Minimum order stipulation of Rs.40 lakh- in supplying architecture
books to State or Central Library.

l

Satisfactory supply certificate of 3 government universities/
institutes.

l

Minimum annual turnover of Rs. 2 Crore.

l

Security amount of Rs. One lakh.

We wrote a letter on March 17, 2022, with copies marked to The ViceChancellor, and the Registrar. As such, we keep on writing such letters
to the authorities concerned about arbitrary clauses in the tender.
Letters sent to Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister, Health
and Family Welfare; The Chairperson/Director, Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO); Minister of State, Ministry of
Science & Technology; The Chairperson, University Grants
Commission (UGC) regarding request to remove the arbitrary
provisions.
We wrote a letter to Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister, Health
and Family Welfare; The Chairperson/Director, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO); Minister of State, Ministry of Science &
Technology; The Chairperson, University Grants Commission (UGC),
making a request vide our letter dated April 6, 2022; that certain
government organization choose to negotiate with the international
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publishers directly through the consortium for subscribing to online
educational journals/periodicals, which is not fair enough as such,
orders may kindly be routed through Indian vendors/suppliers as was
prevalent in the past.
Letter sent to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of
Education regarding the big fall in the Higher Education funds
spent on knowledge source.
Keeping in view the importance of the subject, on February 10, 2022, I
sent a comprehensive letter to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, union minister
of education highlighting the issue. I shared suggestions from many
senior members, stalwarts of book industry, including Mr. S. C. Sethi
and Mr. Sunil Sachdev and other office bearers before writing to the
minister. It was highlighted in the letter that the allocation of budget on
higher education has been reduced drastically. This matter has also
been raised in Rajya Sabha; wherein, a member, Mr. Jawahar Sircar had
asked a question on expenditure of higher education scheme.
In response to Mr. Jawahar Sircar questions, Dr. Subhash Sarkar,
minister of state for education on February 2, 2022, said in 2019- 20 the
Budget estimate for Higher Education was Rs. 2233 crores of which Rs.
1343 crores only was spent. That represents a 40% fall in spending
against budgeted figures. In 2020-21 the budgeted figure was a total of
Rs. 325 crores only, and even against this meagre amount, only Rs. 177
crores has been spent, which is a shortfall of 45%. The budgetary
allocation for various schemes and non-schemes of both the
departments (D/o of School Education & Literacy and D/o Higher
Education) of Ministry of Education for 2021-22 is Rs. 93,224.29
crores. Out of which, a total of Rs. 56,567.65 crores (approximately)
have been utilized till date, which is a shortfall of 40%. The budget
estimate of RUSA during 2019-20 was Rs. 2100 crores, which has been
reduced to Rs. 300 crores (financial year 2020-21). Whereas, during
2019-20 the actual expenditure was Rs.1277.82 crores and the actual
expenditure during 2020-21 was Rs. 165.20 crores. This indicates that
despite a big reduction in budget estimate, even the reduced amount
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could not be utilized. It was also emphasized that the library budget
proposition is very less. Earlier the journals were being provided to
universities by Inflibnet free of cost but for the past few years,
universities have to purchase journals at their own. However, the
university libraries are unable to purchase the required journals as well
as the books due to the paucity of funds at their ends. It has been
observed that the budget for the whole financial year is amazingly
equivalent to the budget of one month only.
The government on one side wants to promote research in Higher
Education field but for this pious purpose the basic requirement is of
adequate funds. Research is not possible without providing the research
material. Mere text books cannot be sufficient for carrying out vital
research projects.
Evidently the COVID pandemic has severely affected the countries'
Higher Education development. There have been severe cuts in the
content space in the form of Books and Journals in libraries. That means
the provision of knowledge sources for our students and Institutes of
Higher Learning and Universities, has fallen behind as compared to the
rest of the World. We need to catch-up with the US, Europe, China and
other countries like Japan and Britain, in the provision of knowledge
sources for our students and researchers.
It was also emphasized that our members are involved in the supply and
service of knowledge sources, they have all been affected adversely by
the lack of purchase by institutions. The COVID pandemic has hit all
our members very hard. A large number of them had to close operations
or downsize which has meant a loss of thousands of jobs.
We therefore appealed to the government to instruct all the offices
under its command to disburse all the funds as quickly as possible and
instruct to all grant receiving institutes to spend all funds available to
them including whatever has not lapsed from past Budgets. This will
give a fillip to the publishing and bookselling community and will save
a lot of jobs.
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We further requested that the Budget estimates for the year 2022-23 be
distributed as earliest as possible. When the Higher Education sector
recovers, we hope service of this sector will also recover and a large
number of livelihoods will be saved and further employment
opportunities will develop.
The letter was duly acknowledged by Office of Minister of Education;
and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.
Representation letter sent to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Union
Minister of Education regarding Electronic Academic and
Research e-Resources.
In the past, we have submitted our representation to Mr. Dharmendra
Pradhan, Union Minister of Education several times. We again sent a
letter pertaining to Electronic Academic and Research e-Resources on
April 7, 2022. We have written to him on issues:(a) Book trade has badly been affected due to pandemic COVID-19.
(b) Orders of online educational journals/periodicals may kindly be
routed through vendors/suppliers to keep intact the 'right to
livelihood' of the good number of local vendors.
(c) Under the “One Nation One Subscription” government policy,
local companies be involved in government funded projects.
(d) TDS should be removed from e-journals, ebooks and databases
categorised under the online information Data Base Access and
Retrieval.
(e) As educational institutions are exempted from GST, but still we
need to make payment to the Government of India for payments to
foreign publishers under RCM (Reverse Charge Mechanism). We
need to create a level playing field as the end user does not pay any
GST, this anomaly needs to be rectified.
(f) Due to inadequate funding to libraries, numerous book
distributors, library suppliers and retail book shops have closed
down in the country. We requested them to raise funds for the
purchase of new books and journals.
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The letter was duly acknowledged by Office of Minister of Education
and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.
Letter sent to Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Minister of Finance
regarding a humble submission for addressing the grievances
pertaining to TDS on OIDAR and GST.
On April 9, 2022, we sent a representation to Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman,
Union Minister of Finance for removal of TDs from online e-journals, e
books and databases categorized as OIDAR services. This is because
currently certain institutions deduct TDS @10%, sometimes 2%, and
sometimes 'nil' etc. We requested that like the software industry the
CBDT should publish a notification about no deduction of TDS.
In addition to the above, we requested that all educational institutions
are exempted from GST but we are still asked to make GST payment to
government for payments to foreign publishers under RCM (Reverse
Charge Mechanism). We need to create a level playing field as the end
user does not pay any GST. As such, this anomaly needs to be rectified.
Letter sent to Dr. K. Nageswara Rao, Director, Defence Scientific
Information & Documentation Centre (DESIDOC), Delhi
regarding a humble submission for addressing the grievances
about journals subscription.
We sent a letter to Dr. K. Nageswara Rao, Director, Defence Scientific
Information & Documentation Centre (DESIDOC), Delhi, on April 13,
2022, intimating him the governmental organization like DESIDOC,
journal of library and information technology, chose to negotiate with
the international publishers directly through the consortium for
subscribing to online educational journals/periodicals. And as per the
Government’s policy “One Nation One Subscription”, we requested to
involve local companies and suppliers in Government funded projects.
Matter pertaining to meeting with Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA).
We had announced to conduct the 4th Executive Committee Meeting on
May 6, 2022, in Delhi's Federation office. However, all of a sudden the
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Delhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) sent us a message to
join them for Covid related meeting. In view of the above, we had to
postpone the EC meeting and attended DDMA meeting, the contents of
which are as follow:1.

Update Disaster Management Plan of Book Publishers/
Distributors and send to DDMA (Central) office of the District
Magistrate, Central District Daryaganj, Delhi.

2.

Alternative arrangement in case of electrical shutdown.

3.

Imparting training to staff to handle emergencies/disaster
situations.

4.

The staff needs to be identified for this purpose, and a list be
prepared.

5.

All book publishers/distributors to depute a Nodal Officer for
coordination with DDMA (Central) in case of any disaster control.

Letter sent to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of
Education and Mr. K. Sanjay Murthy, Secretary, Department of
Higher Education highlighting the practical problems faced by the
industry.
We had sent a letter on May 13, 2022, to Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister of Education with a request to examine the hurdles of
the industry and make necessary changes to safeguard the domestic
publishing industry. Similar letter was also sent to Mr. K. Sanjay
Murthy, Secretary, Department of Higher Education, on May 16, 2022,
for an appointment to meet with FPBAI delegation. This second letter
was sent to the above official on the advise of Mr. KPR Nair of M/s.
Konark Publishers Pvt. Ltd. The contents of the letter were:1.

“During this pandemic, a majority of the educational institutions
across the Nation have been and continue to be closed and most of
the government research organizations are functioning with
skeleton attendance. As a result, our business, whether it is books
or journal subscriptions, have come to a grinding halt.
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2.

Further, the industry got a set-back, when certain governmental
organizations like ISRO (INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH
ORGANISATION), Dental Council of India, UGC INFLIBNET
(ESS Consortium), Department of Science & Technology and so
on, breaking the convention of interacting with international
publishers through the medium of local vendors have started
negotiating with the international publishers directly through the
Consortium for subscribing to online educational
journals/periodicals. We don't have to interfere in their policy
matter but would simultaneously request and appeal that the
orders may kindly be routed through Indian vendors/suppliers, as
was prevalent in the past, to keep intact the 'right to livelihood' of
the good number of local vendors. Most of us have spent more than
50 years providing academic and research content to institutions in
India and now we feel we should also provide content under the
“One Nation, One Subscription” under Science, Technology, and
Innovation Policy. Governments of certain countries have even
mandated that a local companies be involved in government
funded projects.

3.

TDS on OIDAR - TDS should be removed from Online
Information Data Base Access and Retrieval (OIDAR). EJournals, eBooks and databases are all categorised as OIDAR
services. Currently institutions at times cut TDS of 10%,
sometimes 2% and sometimes NIL TDS. Like the software
industry even in our industry the CBDT should publish a
notification about no deduction of TDS (CBDT NOTIFICATION
NO. 21/2012 [F.No.142/10/2012-SO (TPL)] S.O. 1323(E),
DATED 13-6-2012). We have attached the notification for your
information. Please note our average margin is only 5% hence our
request.

4.

Educational institutions are exempted from GST but we still need
to make GST payment to the GOI for payments to foreign
publishers under RCM (Reverse Charge Mechanism). In this case
we don't collect the 18% GST but we are forced to make 18% GST
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payment. With our margins being only 5% this is slowly bleeding
our industry. Our humble request is that in case the end user is GST
exempt then even the Indian vendor/ intermediary should be GST
exempt as they don't collect the GST amount and hence won't be in
a position to pay additional GST. We need to create a level playing
field as the end user does not pay GST if he places the order
directly on the foreign publishers. But if the same order is routed
through Indian vendors then the Indian vendor is liable to pay
GST. This anomaly needs to be rectified.
5.

For the last five years, it is observed that governmental grants to
universities and other public libraries have been steadily cut. In
this context the libraries barely have any funds for the purchase of
new books and journals. It is essential that adequate funds are
made available so that latest information is disseminated to the
students and teachers uphold the latest trends in education. As
such, numerous book distributors, library suppliers and retail book
shops have closed down in the country due to inadequate funding
of our libraries.”

Letter sent to authorities about custom duty on imported books.
Letters sent to Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Minister of Finance, on
May 21, 2022; Mr. Piyush Goyal, Hon'ble Minister for Commerce &
Industry; Mr. SomParkash, I.A.S. (Retd.), Hon'ble Minister of State
Commerce & Industry; Smt. Anupriya Patel, Hon'ble Minister of State
Commerce & Industry; Mr. B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Commerce
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce & Industry; The Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs, Department of Revenue on June 1,
2022, regarding ambiguity about custom duty on imported books.
On 5% custom duty pertaining to imported books, Mr. Seshadri of M/s.
Overleaf Books LLP, informed that some officers apply the custom
duty on gross value (MRP price), while some other charge on net price
(after the discount). When books are imported via courier, the courier
companies always charge duty on gross value. He had suggested all
these names for follow-up on this issue and accordingly letters were
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sent and in response to Federation letter dated May 21, 2022, we
received a letter dated June 22, 2022 from Mr. M. Nagrajan, Assistant
Commissioner, office of the Directorate General of Valuation, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs, Mumbai for a virtual meeting. A
very successful and meaningful virtual meeting on July 4, 2022, at 3:00
pm, was held with Mr. Radheshyam Sharma, Additional
Commissioner, Mr. Nagarajan, Assistant Commissioner, and Mr.
Keshav Narvekar, Addl. Assistant Director, Directorate General of
Valuation.
A request was made to the authorities concerned for devising guidelines
for standard 5% customs duty on Net Invoice Value on the imported
books to be levied, to avoid any ambiguity and variation in fixing up the
custom duty differently on different posts.
Letter sent to The Secretary, Department of Higher Education, and
Ministry of Education regarding Problem faced by publishers due
to ISBN mismanagement.
Letter was sent to The Secretary, Department of Higher Education,
Ministry of Education, on June 11, 2022. This exercise was done in
response to problems faced by some of our members with ISBN
department. The copies of the letter were also copied to Joint Secretary,
Department of Higher Education and The Director, Raja Rammohan
Roy ISBN Agency. However, we received reply from Mr. Partha
Kansabanik, Under Secretary to the Government of India, Department
of Higher Education, Book Promotion Division, ISBN Section vide
their letter dated June 15, 2022, which we circulated to all members by
email on June 24, 2022 and glad to inform that our all problems were
attended and resolved.
To inform about the objectionable clauses in tender from (i)
Mahatma Gandhi University Library, Kerala; (ii) Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences (ABVIMS) and Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital (RML), New Delhi; and Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Jodhpur.
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There were certain objectionable clauses in tender applications from (i)
Mahatma Gandhi University Library, Kerala; (ii) Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Institute of Medical Sciences (ABVIMS) and Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital (RML), New Delhi; and Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Jodhpur.
As we keep on getting information about the objectionable arbitrary
clauses in tenders, such as supply of minimum order (stipulation of
large amounts), satisfactory supply certificate from government
universities /institutions, minimum annual turnovers in crores, and
huge security deposits, etc, the Federation immediately write letters
and send emails to the vice chancellors concerned, with copies to
registrars, directors and librarians, as and when we come to know about
such arbitrary clauses in the tenders and in most cases Federation's
request is honored.
One of our members brought to our notice that Mahatma Gandhi
University Library, Kerala on June 8, 022 invited quotations from the
leading book suppliers of Kerala only. We immediately wrote to them
on June 15, 2022, that in the light of Articles 14 and 16, this is
unconstitutional. More so, it is a violation of the provisions of
Competition Act, 2002, which is a penal offence. We requested them to
rectify this clause, as our members from all over India can participate in
the quotation. In response, we received an email dated June 17, 2022
that the quotation was complying with all the procedures and rules
followed as in earlier years, which was meant for keeping efficiency
and timely supply of books by the booksellers located in Kerala. Also
mentioned that the suppliers from outside Kerala may tend to keep
reluctance, if they find supply order is not profitable, especially in case
of suppliers from distant regions and mentioned that any qualified
supplier having a franchise in Kerala can have the opportunity to
participate in the quotation. On June 20, 2022, Federation again sent
them a detailed email informing them that advice was given in good
faith and in accordance with the provisions of the law of the land.
Letter was sent to Professor In-Charge Library, Raja Mahendra
Pratap Library, Meerut.
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Some of our members had informed us about the arbitrary clauses
inserted by the library in their tender invitation documents. We sent
them a letter on July 14, 2022; pointed out the same difficulty with the
authorities concerned requesting them to review the harsh
requirements. On getting no reply a reminder was also sent to them on
July 27, 2022.
Letter sent to the Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes &
Customs, New Delhi for redressing the grievances of book
importers with EPZ.
It has frequently been brought to our knowledge by our affected
members that they face difficulty with their authorized bankers while
making payments to international publishers in foreign exchange on
books printed under EPZ. Banks feel that the letter from the
Development Commissioner and copied to Assistant Commissioner of
Customs do not clarify fully the justification of EPZ consignments as a
deemed import (essentially because of the lack of Bill of Entry), for
which a workable process is desired to prevent unnecessary
documentation including submission of form 15 CA duly certified by
the Chartered Account and representation to the bank for clearance of
the relevant remittances. We therefore wrote to the Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs, New Delhi, on July 18, 2022
requesting to formulate a set of documents required in lieu of the Bill of
Entry to satisfy our bankers and RBI that the remittance is to be treated
as a deemed import and be allowed to remit in foreign exchange to the
overseas publisher concerned.
In addition to that this issue was also discussed in our virtual meeting
with the officials of custom authorities, Mumbai on July 4, 2022.
Case filed in CCI by a member against Federation.
As already informed during last year Presidential Annual Report 202021, it is reiterated that one of our members M/s. International
Subscription Agency, Lucknow, had filed a complaint against
Federation before the Competition Commission of India (CCI), New
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Delhi; on 20.11.2019, pertaining to discount. In this regard the CCI
passed a final order on 23.02.2021.
The Commission in its order has directed to remove the discount clause
from the GOC circular and handed out a fine of Rs. One Lakh each on
Immediate past president and Chairman-GOC, Mr. S.C. Sethi and the
present Chairman- Export Committee, Mr. Sunil Sachdev respectively
and a fine of Rs. Two Lakh on Federation. The discount clause in GOC
circular was removed accordingly and the penalties were paid in time.
Whereas, M/s. International Subscription Agency, Lucknow, did not
find the judgment of the CCI to their satisfaction and calling it the
impugned Order have filed an appeal before the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal, New Delhi, against the judgment of CCI,
which is subjudice. The Federation has appointed M/s. Khaitan and Co;
a leading law firm, to handle the case.
Matter pertaining to Schengen Visa to attend The Frankfurt Book
Fair (German: Frankfurter Buchmesse, FBM).
The Frankfurt Book Fair, (German: Frankfurter Buchmesse, FBM) is
the world's largest trade fair for books, will be held from October 19-23,
2022 at the Frankfurt Trade fair grounds in Frankfurt, Germany. We
were informed by our members that they are facing problems in getting
the Schengen Visa, as the dates for appointment in German Embassy
are being given for mid-September, whereas, air-ticketing, hotel
reservation and appointments with foreign publishers are to be
finalized much before the book fair.
In view of the above, we wrote a letter on July 19, 2022; to Embassy of
the Federal Republic of Germany, New Delhi, to looking into the
grievances of the intending participants.
Matter pertaining to GST exemption on educational materials.
It was brought to our notice that quite frequently taxes are imposed on
educational materials such as Maps, Charts, Globes, Atlases, Drawing,
Marking-out or Mathematical Calculating Instruments, etc. In view of
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the above, we wrote on July 22, 2022 to Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime
Minister of India, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Minister of Finance
and Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Education, pointing
out that as per tariff item no. 4905, 'Maps and Hydrographic or similar
charts of all kinds, including Atlases, Wall Maps, Topographical plans
and Globes, etc; were initially exempted from GST. Whereas, we have
been informed by some of our members that as per Notification no.
6/2022 IGST (Rate) dated 13.07.2022, all Maps, Charts, Globes and
Atlases will be taxable @ 12% under GST w.e.f. 18.07.2022 (HSN
4905); similarly, Drawing, marking-out or mathematical calculating
instruments will be taxable @ 18% under GST w.e.f. 18.07.2022. The
office of the Prime Minister and Education Minister have
acknowledged the letters.
Letters sent to Professor In-Charge Library, Chaudhary Ranbir
Singh University, Jind; The Principal, Shri Krishna Govt.
Ayurvedic College, Kurukshetra and Dr. R.S. Shinde, Director,
Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Latur for
relaxation of strict conditions in tender invitation.
It was brought to our knowledge that the above universities have invited
tenders for supply of books with strict conditions given therein. We sent
letters to Professor In-Charge Library, Chaudhary Ranbir Singh
University, Jind on July 27, 2022; The Principal, Shri Krishna Govt.
Ayurvedic College, Kurukshetra on August 2, 2022 and Dr. R.S.
Shinde, Director, Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University,
Latur, on August 2, 2022 asking them that keeping into consideration
the nightmarish impact of pandemic COVID-19, the businesses across
the globe have badly been affected, publishing industry being no
exception. As such the universities may review and relax the strict
conditions.
Salutation to FPBAI Past Presidents on the occasion of “75th Year
of Independence of India (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav)”.
Since the year “2022”, is being celebrated as the “75th Year of
Independence of India” or “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”, It was
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suggested by some members to bring out a “Memoir” of esteemed pastpresidents of the Federation as token of acknowledgement of their
dedicated services not only extended for the benefit of the members of
the FPBAI, but to the whole book industry. It may be fittest of the
scheme to recall their contribution and share and enlighten the same
with the new generation of book industry. We are glad to inform you
that we have published the copies and would be circulated to members
soon. We are extremely grateful to Mr. Vijay Ahuja of M/s. Delhi Book
Store, New Delhi, for sponsoring the booklet.
Representations pertaining to alarming increase of paper cost sent
to Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India; Ms. Nirmala
Sitharaman, Union Minister of Finance; Mr. Dharmendra
Pradhan, Union Minister of Education and Mr. Piyush Goyal,
Minister of Commerce & Industry.
As all of us know that the alarming increase in paper cost, and the
recently enhanced GST on printing of books have hit hard the
publishing industry. The burden escalates badly when the cost of paper
keeps increasing with no restraints. Hence, we have sent an SOS call in
the form of representation separately to Prime Minister of India; Union
Minister of Finance; Union Minister of Education and Minister of
Commerce & Industry, on September 2, 2022.
In the aforesaid letters, attention of the authorities was invited towards
the fact that the constant increase of paper cost ultimately impacts upon
the cost of educational books. The paper which is the important
component of 'the book' accounts for major portion of cost of the book.
The increased cost of the book becomes unaffordable by not only
students but also the affluent sections of the population.
The publishing community is watching helplessly. This despite the fact
that paper is declared as an essential commodity under The Essential
Commodities Act, 1955. It was also requested that import of duty-free
paper for printing and publishing of educational books should be
allowed, which would not only significantly help in reduction of prices
of books but will also help in making available good quality of books.
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Thus, the facility of allowing duty free import of paper by printers and
publishers will in turn benefit students. Further, this will help stop
indigenous paper manufacturers and traders from creating artificial
shortage and increase price as well.
The matter in question shall however be pursued till we get some relief.
Legal Matters.
We, at Federation have appointed Mr. Vaibhav Arora as Federation's
legal advisor. In case any member seeks advice, he is welcome to
contact him free of cost. The contact details of Mr. Vaibhav Arora are
given below, although the same have already been circulated to all
members:Mr. Vaibhav Arora
l

Chamber No. 306A,
Block – 3, Delhi High Court
New Delhi.

l

C-25/5 Connaught Place
Middle Circle
New Delhi -110001
Mobile: No: 9811848114
Email: arora.vaibhavarora@gmail.com

Presentation of Awards to FPBAI Members.
The Federation enjoys the tradition of honouring its leading and
distinguished members as token of appreciation for the commendable
work done by them for the Indian Book Industry. As such,
conventionally, we are honouring with 'Golden Awards' to the
following members on the completion of 50 years in book trade:-
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GOLDEN AWARD (50 years)
Mr. Raj D. Mirchandani
M/s. Capital Books Pvt. Ltd, Delhi
Mr. K.P.R. Nair
M/s. Konark Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Delhi
Mr. Subrahmanian Seshadri
M/s. Overleaf Books LLP, Gurugram
Mr. Sudhir Arora
M/s. The English Book & Stationery Depot, Jhansi
Mr. J.L. Kumar
M/s. Anmol Publications (P) Ltd., Delhi
Mr. Amar Nath Varma
M/s. Star Multilingual Books, Delhi
Mr. Jitender Pal Vij
M/s. Jaypee Brothers Medical Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Delhi
Mr. Satish Kumar Jain
M/s. CBS Publishers & Distributors Pvt. Ltd., Delhi
Mr. Dileep Majgaonkar
M/s. Rajhans Prakashan (P) Ltd, Pune
Mr. Sabitendranath Roy
M/s. Mitra & Ghosh Publishers (P) Ltd., Kolkata
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Financial health of FPBAI.
The Audited Accounts of the FPBAI prepared by Mr. N.K. Jain and Mr.
Kapil Jain, Chartered Accountant for the financial year ending 31st
March 2022 indicate that the financial position of the Federation is
quite sound. The main features of the Accounts are highlighted as
follows:
1.

The 'Reserves and Surplus' discloses an amount of
Rs. 1,75,66,293/- during the year as compared to
Rs. 1,78,25,372/- during the previous year, (an decrease of
Rs. 2,59,079/-).

2.

‘Cash and Cash equivalents' indicates an amount of
Rs. 1,70,95,265/- for this year compared Rs. 1,72,03,658/- in the
last year (an decrease of Rs. 1,08,393/-).

3.

‘Revenue from Operations' shows an amount of Rs. 31,52,086/in this financial year, as against Rs. 35,06,786/- for the last year,
thus registering a total decrease of Rs. 3,54,700/- Under the head
receipts in respect of 'Subscription from Members' indicate an
amount of Rs. 21,81,700/- for this year, as compared to
Rs. 23,85,338/- for the last year. (decrease of Rs. 2,03,638/-)
Receipts in respect of GOC indicate an amount of Rs. 4,47,000/- in
this year, as compared to Rs. 3,74,000/- for the last year. (Increase
of Rs. 73,000/-).

4.

‘Other Income' shows the interest on Bank Deposits as
Rs. 9,70,386/- in the year under reports as against Rs. 11,21,448/for the last year, (a short of Rs. 1,51,062/-).

5.

‘Operation and other expenses' including Salary to Staff, which
contains expenditure, shows an amount of Rs. 31,96,365/- in this
year as compared to Rs. 29,97,418/- during the last year, (increase
of Rs. 1,98,947/-).
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